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TO THE READER. 



Preface*» methinks, are (o much like the printed 
bills palled upon the booths in Bartholomew-Fair» 
to give an account of the entertainment you are to 
e*pe& within, that were it not in pure compliance 
with cuftom, one would forfwear writing any. But 
the world is humorous, and muft be ferved accord* 
ing to its own fafhiqn ; every ttyng is damned th*t 
is not a*la-mode; and he that publishes a book, with- 
out civilly accofting the reader at the beginning, is 
thought. to intrench upon good manners. 

To prevent all thefe inconvenieocies, it is thought , 
fit once more to fay a word or two, not in pr^ife of 
this volume of letters (even let it fake its-fortune as 
the other four have done), but by way of apology 
for fome things which may feem liable to cenfure* 

Some perhaps will be offended, at the zeal which 
appears in this Arabian, when he writes in honour 
of the Mahometan faith ; others will as much, won? 
der at his loofenefs and indifference, his 4oubtfalne& 
of all things ; for in fome of his letters Jie appeals 
a great fceptic, and confenes hirafejf fo. 

Thefe gentlcnjen ought to confider that his ftyle 
and fentiments are fuited to the quality of the, per* 
fon to whom he writes : To his intimate friends he 
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unbofoms himfelf with abundance of franknefs, but 
when he addreffes to the mufti, or other grandees of 
the Porte, he is cautious and referved. . 

It may b$ foppofed that he Undcitftood himfelf 
very well, or elfe he was not fit for that employment 
in Paris; and, without doubt, having, had his edu- 
cation in the feraglio, as he profeflfes, he was no 
ftranger to the punctilios of addrefe ufed in the Turk* 
ilh court. It was fcfe policy and intere* to appear a 
very devout Mahometan w»hen he wrote to the mu 
nhters of ftatfe ; and it is pòfflbk he was fo in reality, 
er at feàft pdrfuaded tòmfelf fó at certain feafons ; 
ixui yct'thii htndeta-nor, hut he might at other-times 
tike ther liberty to defcant en fome abnftrdkies hi 
their dodtemfes 1 ari8 pràfiKce, when he wrote to «ìtb 
fAnftiarfc, and ^as mfinded to converte with freedom. 

If iri fome points hefeems to ghrecredft to Hie 
•Arabian wrifejs, who 1 have treated of Egypt and its 
antiquities,' in othets he ihows himfelf a man not 
bVèr-fond bf fòHfeà arid tofnances. 

How^Je^' !*hid «opinions be what they will, and 
Ifts fentirnents fteter fo extravagant in matters of fpe- 
cufattón and fcont*ov»eriy, ft* long as his morals are 
fotmd and: good tfhére is no occfrfion .to be. captious. 
We ttèèd not feat that ftfiy Chrifttan» -or any man of 
{feifft, wJJl be profelyted by hh letters, to a religion, 
* which he hinifelf, though prof effing it, yet fo often 
doubts of and ticRcWes* - 

He fpeaks very honourably of Ghrift, and impar- 
tially ot Chrifthmb, sfcdufing. their vices rather than 
their' «teflhinesi and -appearing ft» along i moderate 
insti ih hi* ktàttnerii* òf rèfigkm> tote s«ftiénè*to 
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virtue atid-aeafon. If he difeovers Come failings, in 
being too melancholy* corróder that he was a mortai 
like other men* However, reader, admire his un* 
tainted loyalty* and imitate k. 

Y©o will find i» this volume trae hiftory, with 
satiety of .foiid remarks, and not a few fecret* of 
Cardinal Mazarini and Oliver Cromwell uncabinet- 
edj particularly that famous intrigue carried ,ou by 
Colonel Spintekt and his confederates, to fave Oftead 
from being fnrprifed by the French in the year 1658, 
and, to bubble two of the ableft ftatefmen in Europe. 

After all, allure thyfelf that the next volume; will 
contain more illuftrious relations than any that haj 
gone before; where you. will hear of aa end put to 
the war between France and Spain, after it had la&+ 
od fivetand-twenty years ; and the marriage of Lewis 
XIV. with the Spanifh Infanta; as alfoof an univer* 
fai peace in iChriftcndom* the reftoraricorof Charles 
H; to his crown and kingdoms,, after twelvf years 
exile in foreign countries* and twelve fevéral.revolu* 
tion* of go vcan ra ent, here at home ; with many 
odiar m e m orable and important events «and trfnfad 
I ions in die world ; as the dreadful earthquake which 
overturned part of the Pyreoean mopntàins; thè 
ffiOredeftroéHve plague, which' tfwept away almoft 
an hundred thoufand people in London ; and the do- 
ptaraUe fire, which confuted the greatcft part of 
that famous city, in the fpace of three days. 

Hon will there atto find -an {account of the ^eath 
of tint great minifter of ftate, Cardinal. Malanni* 
ofth&.Bubeof Orleans, made to the French king ; 
of the Ducheis of Savoy j of Cazolus Jofcphtt? the 
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emperors brother ; of the Duke of Vendofme ; of 
the queen-mother of France ; and of Philip IV. 
King of Spain, with other perfons of princely quality. 

For this Arabian wa* easeful to tranfmit to the 
Ottoman Porte intelligence of all things which were 
moft remarkable in Europe : And that his letters * 
might not feem tedioUs,* he intermixed moral reflec- 
tions with fome maxims of policy» eflays of reafon, 
and now and then a touch of philofophy : And if 
we may guefs at the caufe of his more abounding in 
thefe kind of mifcellany difcourfes, after the year 
1659» than he did before, it feeras probable that a 
getterai peace about that time being eftabliflied in 
Europe, he had little elfe to write but his obferva* 
tìoas on the feveral ftates and courts of Chriftian 
princes, the different manners, cuftoms, and laws of 
people, the councils and intrigues of ftatcfinen, with 
fuch other matters as occurred worthy of notice. 

If, either in this volume or in thofe that are to 
come, he feems in any of his letters to alter his opi- 
nion, and contradift his former fentuDents, remem- 
ber it is no more than what the greateft^writers-haVe 
done, who hare lived to old age, as this agent did; 
Nobody is ignorant of St. Auguftine's Retra£Uons, 
and Cornelius'Agrippa's Vanity of Sciences; where- 
in thòfe two .great authors run counter to all that 
they had written before; and it were eafy to produce 
an hundredJnftances.befides. * 

In a wotd, reader, take in good j part the tranfla- 
tor's pains, who renders things as he found them, 
without altering or corrupting the fenfe of his copy* 
Farewell», 
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LETTER I.— Mahmut the Arabian, and Vilefi of the 
Xlrand Seignior's Slavey $9 the Myfierious E sad, Arbi- 
trator of Doubtful Problems^ Prince of the Muftis. 

yfi/ hen I firft came to Paris, tny inftru&ions were not 
fo full and particular as to direct me in all emergencies* 
A great many things were left to my own conduci: and 
prudence, both in civil and religious matters ; fo that if 
I have made any falfe fteps, I hope it will be cxcufable, 
in regard it is not fo much my fault as that of the mini- 
fters who refide at the Auguft Porte. I have often ad- 
drefled to them, defiring fupplemental rules* and caution» 
in fome peculiar cafes which I propofed,' but they have 
been very fparing of their counfels. It is true, indeed, 
about five years ago, I received fome particular orders ' 
from the Vifier Azem, and the Kaimacham, at alfo from 
Vol. V. A 
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thy fan&ity, wherein I was commanded to write with all 
freedom to the grandees. This, with the other direc- 
tions, has been of great ufe to me : It has armed me 
with frefh courage, and removed the melancholy appre- 
henfions I had of fome men's revenge, whofe vices I re- 
proved. Praife be to JGod, Ki*g of the Day of Judg- 
ment, I have accufed no man wrongfully ; yet I was full 
of fears, even in the performance of my duty, knowing 
that mortals generally love to have their faults concealed, 
and purfue thofe with malice who difcover or reprehend 
them. But now a]f my feaws in that kind are vanifhed ; 
yet I have fcruplcs of another nature, which none but 
the infallible guide of the faithful can difperfe. 
■ Ever fince I haye refided here, I have been precife in 
obfervmg all the precepts of our holy law, fo far as "con- 
fided with the fecurity and faccefs of my commiffion ; 
for I have been forced to leap over 'many lies and falfe 
oaths to conceal myfelf ; I have likewife done abundance 
of other irregular things to" pjjomofce the caufe. I am en- 
gaged in ; for all which thou, hall voudbiafcd • me a lif « 
penfatioa. These rcmaiw one thing in whfch thy.a&ice 
is neceflary. 

I have been hith«rto pun&ual in keeping, the fajQL of 
Ramezan, at tbs time appointed to all mvuTulmans,. which 
thou knpweft falls earlier by eleven days every y*ar than 
it did the year before ; fo that in the fp^ce of four-iaudi 
thirty years it paffea through all the four Jfcafoos. Now 
tlus fucceffive variation of the great faft, cauiing it fome- 
tidies to fall ajt the very times of the mod folemn fcfti- - 
vals among the Nazarene^ fuch as that wiich they caU 
tfceir Chriftmast which is a feaft of, thirteen days, I fear 
left I may be takes notice of, mould I, by cekbwtiog 
the Ramezajt at thofe times, .coptradift the ujiwftl 
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pra£hce of ail the Franks, and ft art fufpkions in thofe 
with whom I cooverfe, to my difadvantage and ruin. 

To thee, therefore, who art the wi£e4 of the wife, I 
|y for counfel in this exigency, befeeching thee to die* 
tate plainly what I am to do. 

I know that the fick, or wounded, or travellers* arc 
difpenfed with, if they violate the facred moon ; at which 
time the gates of paradife are opened* and invinole fa- 
vours are done to the devout observers of this precept } 
whilll the avenues of" hell are barricadoed, and all the 
devils chained up from appearing abroad, or doing any 
mifchief in the world. I fay» I am not ignorant of the 
indulgence which js given to -men under fuch circumftan» 
ces, provided they fatisfy the law,, by keeping the faft at 
forac other ieafcm, more agreeable to their health, or 
other neceffities. And thus far I could have filenced the 
alarms of my own continence, without molefting thee i 
knowing that a mufTulman is always allowed this liberty 
in a foreign country, much more in a region of infidels. - 

But that which I aim at js to be informed, whether, 
to put the better difgufe upon myfeif, and more ejfica- 
ciouily to profecute the interelt of the Grand Seignior, I 
may not always celebrate this faft at the precile time that 
the Chriilians keep their Lent ? for then I mould pafs un> 
fufpe&ed, aad no man would take me for any other than 
a Chxiitian and a Catholic. Nay, my manner of daily 
fading at that time, would raife me a coniiderable credit 
among the Chriilians that know me ; they would cry me 
up for a faint, or a very holy man ; for the faft of the 
Chriilians is a feaft, in comparison with the rigorous ab- 
ftmènce of the muffulmans. Thofe indeed refrain from 
all forts of flefti, but they load their tables with variety 
of hfh and other dainties ; neither have they patience to 
tarry for their repaft beyond the mid-day ; whereas the 
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muflulmans taftc of nothing during the Ramczan, till the 
fun is gone down, and the liars appear ; no, not even in 
the parching de&rts of Arabia, where men arc ready to 
perifh of thirft ; yet no man will extend his hand to the 
water-pot, to refreih himfeif in thofe unfpeakable ago- 
nies, tifi the fhadow of the earth is advanced into the 
higher region of the air, and has banimed the leaft glim- 
merings of the fun. When, therefore, the Franks (ludi 
fee me faft after this auftere fafhion in their Lent, they 
will fay I am a very mortified man, and a devout Catho- 
lic ; for they judge altogether by the outfide. So if any 
dattger fhould threaten me, I mould find friends among 
the zealots, and the indifferent would not appear my ene- 
mies ; but the wicked, whofe black guilt has rendered 
them a terror to themfelves, as well as an abomination to 
others, would ftand in fear of me. Thus, on all hands, 
a way would be open for me to efcape a difcovery of the 
fecrets committed to my charge. 

It would be much more to my fatisfa&ion, if I could 

% with fafety celebrate this fail in the very moon wherein 
the Alcoran was brought down from Heaven, as all good 
muflulmans generally do ; but I am taught not to betray, 
or fo much as hazard the affairs of my great mailer, for 
a mere nicety or punctilio of religion. God is the Mer- 
ciful of the Merciful, and it is his will that the empire of 

' the true faithful mould be extended wherever the moon 
or the fun filine on earth. 

Great oracle of the muflulmans, doctor of faith and 
verity, it is in thy power to confirm or fhake my refo- 
lution in this point ; for from thy fentence there is no 
appeal. 
Paris, 5th of the 7th Moon, of the Year 1654. 
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IL — To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew** Vienna. 

JL hòu informed me, that the King of the Romans it 
dead, and that divers prodigies happened about the time 
of his expiring ; whilft others report, that the German 
emperor himfelf died the 9th of the laft moon* How* 
ever» I fhall tranfmit thy advice to the Shining Porte, not 
truftmg to the uncertain intelligence of fame. 

Kings and emperors muft rcfign up their breath as well 
as other mortals ; it is a tribute we all owe to Nature, 
who will be paid one time or other : Neither has (he ever 
exempted any from the common lot, fave Enoch, Elias, 
and Jefus the Son of Mary. Thefe were holy prophets, 
perfcéfc faints, and void of original fin, and therefore re- 
ceived an indulgence ; though thofc of your nation, and 
the Chriftians believe, that the laft of thefe three died 
on acrofs. 

As for aU others, they have either been diflblved by 
ficknefs, or fhatchedwaway by fudden death ; fome by an 
invifihle dart from Heaven ; others by the ruder hand of 
mortals like themfclves ; millions by the fword and fpearj 
and ten millions by the fwifter and more unavoidable 
ftroke of th« arrow and bullet ; whilft not a few have re* 
ceived their death from the very elements which fupport- 
ed their fife : An unruly fire has crumbled fome into their 
firft atoms, and mingled their afhes with thofe of their 
houfes and beds of repofe ; whilft water, a contrary prin- 
ciple, has quenched the vital flame in others* There is 
but one way to enter into this life ; but the gates of 
death, and the invifible ftate, are without number ; and 
the greateft monarch may as well fall by the prick of a 
thorn as by the edge of a fword. Every time I fwallow 
my meat, I remember the fate of him who was choaked 
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by a grain of pepper, and that of Anacreon the poet, 
who was ftrangled by the flone of a raifin. 

Yet I am not folicitoos m chòòfing or avoiding parti* 
etilar deaths, knowing that no human connfel can pre» 
vent the decrees of deftmy. It rather pleafes me io 
think (fuch is my ambition), that by whatfoever me- 
thod I am lent to the grave, there I mall be equal to the 
Alexanders, Cssfart, Timuriengfr, and the greateft mor- 
tals ; for there is no diftinéìion of noble and vulgar in 
that region of anarchy, where afl ranks are levelled fil 
<he duft ; as Diogenes-toM Afelander the Great, when 
the monarch, beholding that philofopher in a charnel* 
beufe, his eyes attentively fixed on the bones of the 
dead, which ky in* heaps, afted him, What he was doing? 
To whom Diogenes replied, ** I am hJokmg for thy fe* 
ther Philipp hones, hut cannot diftinguifh them from 
thofe of his flaves." Some fuch thought as this might 
perhaps firft oceafion the cationi of writing epitaphs on 
the fepulchres of etiwnent pcrfaiwj among which I have 
vead (ome made by the entombed themfekes, wMft they 
Were on this fide the grave, and for their lingular fancy 
were thoeght worthy to he recorded, by hfftorfanfr. Soch 
as this : 

1 -SAB8AS of RtftA-N, by Wood a Caftilto, friar a*d Knight of 
- Jerusalem, wifh a ha-ppy refurredBon to mr afhca, While I wa$ 
alive among mortala, a little fatisfied me : Now I am dead, and 
air ne in my grave, I am content with lefc, I neither kaew ray- 
fclf what I « as, nor do thou inquire. Traveller, whoever thou 
art, if thou he pious, pray for me. and pafs on. Farewell, and 
live mindful of death. Living, I proyided th» epitaph, know- 
ing I muft die. 
Che birth and life -of mortal» are nothing hat toil and death* 

Such another was that of Heliodorus, a Moor, wh* 
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eattfed himfclf to lie burned near to the Hilars of Hercu* 
ks, witk this irifcriptiea on htVtomb : 

I HELÌODORU3, a mad Carthagfaian, have commanded, by m,y 

hft will and teftament, that I (hould be interred here in this far- 

► Ihtfft angk of the world, to make experiment, whether any man 

fetore Mad than crgfrtf, would tratti thus frr to vifit my fe- 

$«khre* % 

But that which Semirairiit 4*n{ed to he iafcribed on 
her tomb» was » perftft fatbe tin the living» It was 
tti»; 

I SlMlRAMUS, whilft lining, never was in need of money; yet 
was always companionate to the {Joor. " Now I am dead, my 
-jptve ts hiy treafur fr; If any of royal nee be in want, let him 
*ptit tfc» dormitory, and he Aral! find a fupply. 

When Darius conquered Babylon, and was told of 
this epitaph, flung with avarice, he cauied the fepulchre 
to be opened in his own pretence $ but» inftead of mo- 
ney, they only found a tablet of brafe, with thefe words 
engraven on it : 

My epitaph is a fiddle. This is the interpretation. 1 ncrer was 
covetous; only fuch a? are poor, thefe I p.ty; and have there- 
wve jwoviatn tfitts iHSon, m a tveVntre tor the man who for Inoro 
Alali prefnme to violate my tomb. 

If thou wilt rob the living, forbear to plunder the dead, left they 
bririg ihee io Alarne > as I have done. 

Tlum telleft me, that the emperor ftems not to be" much 
grieved for the death of his fon-, the Roman king. Pets- 
haps his forrow is fo great that it cannot find a vent.— • 
Tio'ent and i-ncor* rron pafitons are apt to iraother with*» 
in the heart, whoit only {matter griefs break forth n 
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It was- a memorable faying of a certain king of Egypt, 
who was overcome by Cambyies the Perfian monarch, 
and taken captive, with all his children ; when the cruel 
conqueror, to fport himfeK in the mifery of his royal pri- 
foners, and infult over the vanquilhed Egyptians, firft 
caufed the daughter of the captive king to be employed 
in the meaneft offices with the cootfbn flaves before her 
father's face» then his fon to be bridled, and curbed like 
a horfe, with a vaft burden tied on his back ; at both 
which difmal fpectacles, the poor Egyptian monarch fhed 
not one tear : But when he faw one that had formerly 
been his fe**ant reduced to great poverty, he wept bi£- 
'teily.'* Cambyfes afking him the reafon why he feemefl 
fo infenfible of his children's calamity, and yet was touch- 
ed with fo tender a grief for the misfortune of a (fran- 
ger ; he anfwered, " Son of Cyrus, the defolation of my 
family affii&s me with fo profound a forrow, ÌÉhat no 
tears can exprefs it ; but my companion to this diftreffe3 
fervant being not fo violent, eafily breaks forth in tears.* 1 

Nathan, I wifh thee neither extreme joy nor grief, for 
they are both hurtful to the heart. 

Paris, id of the 8th Moon, of the Year 1654.* 



1 1 1,— Ti? Ma hummed, H od gia, Venerable Eremlt of the 
Cave replete with Wonders. 

When I contemplate thy life, fo full of innocence, and 
void of the very fhadow of vice, I am like a ferpent 
roufed from his deep by a breeze of cooler wind, or the 
noife of a traveller on the road ; my foul ftarts, and un- 
folding all the drowfy curls of fenfuality, ftrctches itfelf 
at full length 5 furprifed and afhamed of its own lethargy, 
it fwiftly retires into any dark corner to cover itfelf from 
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Jne light of iu own faculties, and from the brighter re* 
fle&ion» of thy fpirit which penetrate like the beams of 
the fun* 

I do not prcfentry curie myfelf, the -hour of my nati- 
vity, my friends that hate flattered me into an erroneous 
belief of my own virtue, or my enemies that have pro- 
voked me, and by various trains entangled me in the paths 
of vice ; fuch malediction only becomes the mouth of a 
jew, or a libertine ; for we arrive at perfection, not by 
curling the evil, but by imitating the good» 

I rather blefs the hour of conjunction, die influ* 
enee of my better ftars,. and the eonftellatioss of a more 
propitious horofcope, the moment when I had the ho- 
nour to touch the land before thy feet with my lips in 
that lanótuary of holinefs. Oh, thou patron of good in- 
tentions, fincere reformer of human errors, refulgent pat- 
tern of the pious, glory of the wifc^moft excellent of 
the excellent, phoenix of the age ! 

Praife'be to God, the firft and the laft ; peace to the 
angels who ftand round his throne, and to the prophets 
who rejoice in his prefence ; an univerfal jubilee to all the 
inhabitants of Faradife ; an eternal felicity to the faint 
of the defart on. earth, whofe foul is expanded wide as. 
the firmament. r 

lam ravi(hed,>and full of ecfiafies, becaufe there is 
not found thy equal on this fide the clouds. When thou 
(halt be cropped from the earth, the mirror of mortals* 
the flower of human nature is gone ; the trees of the 
wfldernefs will lament thy death, by whofe prefence they 
flourilhed, and brought forth their fruit in due feafon ; 
at thy departure, the grafs of the field will fade and 
wither, confeious that thy merits drew down the rain, 
and dew ofheaven, to render Arabia fertile in herbage. 
. The beafts will languidi for want of pafture, and mem 
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will bewail the dearth of the land, knowing, that the Uf& 
df the juft «aufes the ground to produce a plenteous har- 
veft. 

But no mourning will be like that of <Mahmut, who 
can boaft of thy particular friendship, and in lofing thee 
will be as if he were deprived of the light of the fun, or 
the morning air, or the benefit of fire and water ; for fo 
thy favours are refrefhing as the elements, without which 
we cannot li*e» 

Therefore, a» oft as I turn my fece to the city, falsi- 
fied by the birth of our holy Prophet, I fend up tny 
tow» to Heaven for thy long life ; befeeching God, for 
the univerfal good of nature, to continue the man on 
earth, the veftment of whoft* foul is composed of raya 
darted from all the fortunate ftars. 

Tell me, O thou hoheft of the holy ones iti the Eaft* 
fovourite of the angels, feerct friend of the Eternal, en- 
voy extraordinary from the Omnipotent, agent incognito 
for the court of Heaven ; tell me by what chart I mall 
fteer my courfe through this life, uncertain as the fea, 
and tofled with as many tempeftt I find in myferf mani* 
feft inclinations to virtue, and whatfoever is good ; yet I 
- ftill miftake the methods of attaining my end. I would 
fain be perfectly pious, juft, and wife, but know not how 
to compafs my deiign. One event or other ftill fruftrates 
my labour : Either a friend or any enemy, a relation or 
a ftranger, cafualties without, or my paffions within, ftop 
me in the beginning, or the midft of the glorious career, 
die race which cannot be run without noble agonies* 

Then I take breath, and roufing myfelf wkh frefti *i- 

• gours, I cheerfully addrefs to the combat which crowns 

the vi&or with immortality : My courage is great, my 

resolution fixed, at the firft Setting out ; I gaiiv ground 

on a faddco; the wheek of mycfcaik* «ce far aikne 
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like thofe of the fun, whofe momentary advance* aie not 
pesceived by mortab : but before I get half way to tie 
meridian, fame unfkilful phaeton, an erroneous thought» 
or a giddy paffion» overthrows me ; cither old habits» or 
new temptations, hinder me from gaining the pri^e in the 
Olympics of virtue. 

Thus ofam fciled, I retire with (hame and weakaefa ; 
and, finding no redrefs within, I fly to thee, who ait 
treated a director of the world. 

It will he an offence to make repetitions, and aflc coun- 
fd again : I w31 henceforth endeatonr to follow thy ex- 
ample, which is certainly the moil correct mie of a reli- 
gious life. But then I cannot ferae the Grand" Seignior 
in this poéL Refolve my doubts. Is it lawful for me 
to abandon my doty, and retire into a dofart ? If noi, I 
«rill erodi a folitnde in the mH& of this populous city, 
and build an. hermitage in my own htatt. - If I cannot 
arrive at the perfection I aim at, I wis! at leaft endeavour 
io be as gooslns I xnn»~ There is a religious deaurity, by 
which a man may» in the mid& of wotldly bnfinef*, make 
to htmfelf paths éE innocenèe» and walk (ft* from the 
.general contagion of mortals» If I cannot perform any 
eminent good» I will take care to abftam from* enormous 
evils; neither will I commit the leaft without a good in- 
tention» which, I am allured by the mufti» (bmetimes 
iwi&àiea a bod retino. If I lie» or fbrfwear rnyfelf, it 
ihall be to ferve my .great mailer * r if I di&mble my reli- 
gion, and counterfeit a Chri$ian, I will propofe to myielf 
the greater advantage of the muflulman faith: Thus* 
feme higher end ihall always dare& my intention and per- 
Jounances» 

But if thou (halt tell me» after all, that {his is not the 
way to paradife» I will forfake all wordly intereft» where- 
in I find fo many cntAfiglcmeais, and take, up my refi- 
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«knee in fome humble cave, or cleft of a rock» or hollow 
of a ttce, where I will fpend the reft of my days in con- 
templating the Firft Eflenee, and all that flows from it ; 
I will bid a final adieu to this perfidious age, to the vain 
generation of mortals that live in it, to whofe converfe I 
(hall have reafon to prefer that of the beafts, who are far 
more innocent, and lefs debauched than men. Even lions 
and tigers, in the utmoft fury of their hunger, abftain 
from preying on thofe of their own kind : Man is the 
only cannibal who devours his brother, and greedily fwal- 
lows down the blood of him who bears the fame image 
as hioifelf. 

I fp«ak not of the ancient Scythians, Mauagetes, or 
tartara» nee of the more modern favages in America, 
who ftuffeijtheir greedy paunches with human flefh: 
Their barbarifm has crept, by tranfmigration, into the 
moft civilized empires and ftates ; and is not the lefs cruel 
becaufe it has changed its form. 

. Nor do I tax the more excufable eptcurifm of thole 
who ranfack all the elements for dainties ; whofe tables are 
loaded with the flaughtered carcafes of .birds, beafts and 
ikbes ; their houfos polluted with an extravagant profu- 
.fion of the blood of thofe creatures, which the Eternal 
Mind formed to live, and enjoy the fruits of the earth as 
well as ourfelves. 

But I accufe the oppreffors of men, thofe cannibals in 
difguife, whofe very bread is mingled with the marrow 
of the poor, and their greater delicacies are ragoos, 
compounded of the blood of widows and orphans; whilft 
.they ftarve and ruin whole families to fupport a needlefe 
grandeur, a momentary pomp, which vaniih.es almoft. as 
loon as it appears. 

Yet thefe men think to pacify Heaven by building mag- 
.aificeni temples and oratories ; by entailing their eftatst 
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to convents and hofpitals ; as if the Omnipotent were 
to be bribed, or took pleafure in gifts» which are but the 
fruits of robbery and injuftice. Can the (aerifices of in- 
fidels be more acceptable» becaufe they are made on al- 
tars of gold ? Or even the prayers of muflutmans, in that 
they are breathed out in mofqucs built of the fineft mar- 
ble» crafted over with precious ftones» and adorned with 
carpets and hangings of the richeft tifiucs and brocades ì 
The ancient pagans can inftrud us betters 

Thou wilt not think me tedious if I relate a pafiage 
which juft comes into my mind, of a certain great man 
in Afia, who poffcfled raft herds of cattle» and was ac- 
cuftomed to make magnificent oblations to the gods. 
This grandee once made a pilgrimage to Derphos» fa- 
mous in thofe days for the oracle of Apollo. He car- 
ried with him an hundred bulls» whofe horns were enchaf* 
ed in gold» being (purred on with extraordinary devo* 
tion» and defigning to do a fingular honour to the god. 
When he arrived at the place» puffed up with his coftly 
prefents» and the flatteries of bis attendants» he boldly 
approached the temple» thinking no man on earth more 
worthy of the god's friendship than himfelf ; demanding 
of the Pythonefs (for fo they called the. woman who per- 
formed the office of prie ft hood there)» who» among all 
mortals, made the mod acceptable facrifices, and depart- 
ed with the greateft bleffing frogi the oracle ? (for he 
prefumed the pre-eminence would be granted to himfelf;) 
when {he anfwered» " That one Clearchus, of Methy- 
drium» was the moft devout and dear to the gods of all 
men." 

Aftoniftied above meafure at this unexpected reply, the 
vain bigot refolved to find out this man» and learn of him 
what method he took to plcafe the divinity. He haftens 
therefore to Methydrium ; and when he firft <ame with- 
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in Tie w of it, he defpHed the meannefs of the place, judg- 
ing it impoffibk that one man, or all die town, could he 
able to prefent the gods with mòre magnificent oblation» 
than he. Having found out Clearchua, he aflced him, 
« What fecrifices he tried to make to Apollo ?" T* 
«horn Clearchua replied, " I am a poor man, and when 
I go to Dclphos, I carry neither fri ver nor gold, but oa> 
ty a bahtet of fruits, the bed that my farm afibrds, which 
I freely offer to the powers which govern all things, and 
iron* whom I receive whatfoerer I enjoy. Moreover, I 
keep the appointed holy days, and my poorer neighbour* 
go cheerful from my table. I never killed aay thing $ 
nor- have I done to another that which I would not haw* 
done to myfeif. I pray tQ Jupiter every morning before 
the fun arijea, and at night when he goes down. I keep 
myfeif and my cottage clean. In all thing* elfe I live 
like ijx beafts, that is, according to nature." 

Thou wilt perceive by this, O pious Eternit, that firn- 
pbeity «nd innocence are the ntoft acceptable facvifice* to 
the Supremely Merciful ; and that the Moft High God 
takes no pleafuve in the finoke of burnt offerings, or the 
pompous addrefies of the great, but only m the ptire 
flames of a devout heart, the integrity of a juft man,, 
void of deceit and guile. 

Thou, ilhiftrioua Mahummed, art the perfon in whom 
tbefe things are verified. May God flicker jthee with h» . 
mercies to the hour of tnrofmigration, and beyond the. 
laft flight of time. 

Paris, xft of tl>c &th Moon, of the Year 1654. 



Book I. a snr at pahs. jj 



IV.— 7a tó* Kaimacham. 

JL here are two actions which take up all the difcotirfe 
at prefent ; One is the fiege of Stenay» a ftrotig tovnr ia 
Flanders, before which the French army is newly laid 
down ; the other ia the invefting of Arras by the Spa* 
niards. 

It Is the prefence of many illuftrious peribnages that 
renders both thefe fieges confidence. In the French 
camp are prefent, the king. Cardinal Mazariui, and all 
the grandees of the court : In the SpanUh are Archduke 
Leopold, the Prince of Conde, Fraaek Duke of Lor- 
rain, with others of prime quality* 

They are very vigorous on both fides in preffing and 
defending thefe two places, as if the fate of both king- 
doms were now at ftake. In my opinion, France runs 
the greateft hazard ; for, if the Spaniards ihould prove 
fucce&ful in what it is faid they have refolved upon, thajt 
is the relief of Stenay ; if they mould give battle, and 
get the victory, a way would be open for them to pent- 
trate into the bowels of France ; and it is thought many 
towns in this kingdom would open their gates to them» 
whilfb the Prince of Conde is at the head of their army, 
who does all things in the name of the French king : 
Even his rebellion itfelf is mafqued under the fpeciou* 
title, " Of taking up arms to refcue the captive king 
from the hands of Mazarini and his adherents ;" A prefr» 
ty way of (educing the people from their obedience. The 
Parisians, and indeed all the French, are divided into ca» 
bah and parties, force efpoufing the Prince of Conde's 
iatereft, whilft others manifeft an incorruptible loyalty to 
their fovereign. I approve the morals of the latter, yet 
privately rejoice at the treafbaa of the former, wiflung 
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their iniettine quarrels may continue till the day of the 
earthquake. 

Eliachim the Jew follows the court, which rather 
ought how to be called the camp : His private affair» 
call him that way : from him I receive frequent advice 
of the moft important matters in that theatre of war» 
He informs me, that the King of France's prefence in 
the fiege of Stenay, infpires his foldiers with more than 
• ordinary vigour, and that he (hows daily proofs of aa 
extraordinary courage. He was one whole night on 
horfeback, giving orders, and directing his engineers? 
next morning he fent a fummons to the governor, who 
made a ftout reply, being refolved to hold out to the laft 
extremity, and therefore fallied out of the town with a 
party of refolute men, who killed «ear four thoufand of 
the befiegers. 

But, alas, thefe infidels are only ilout whilft well fed» 
not knowing what it is to endure the rigours of famine» 
and other intolerable hardfhips. In all the weftern hi* 
ftories they cannot match the bravery of a garrifon in the 
Impregnable fortrefs of Merdin, famous in our annals for 
fuftaining a feven years fiege, where the mighty Trmut- 
l leng lay before it with his invincible army. That fcourge 
of Heaven, to terrify the befieged, and give them an ear- 
ned: of his refolution, caufed all the old trees round about 
this place to be cut down, and young ones to be planted, 
•in far greater numbers ; declaring, at the fame time, 
#i that he would not raife the fiege tillthofe trees mould 
"be mature enough to bear fruit.*' Whea that time came, 
he fent a prefent of the fruits to the governor of the 
garrifon, as like wife of mutton, with this mefTage, 4t That 
he took pity on fo brave a man, fearing left he mould 
ftarve for want of neceffaries." 
'• As feon as the governor had received thefe prefent %. 
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turning to the meffenger» he faid, « Go tell thy mailer, 
I thank him for hi» prefent of fruits ; but for the flcfli 
we mall have no occafion, fo long as our ewes afford m 
milk enough to fuftain the whole garrifon ; and that thy 
mailer may be afiured we are not in want of that, I will 
fend him a prefent of cheefes made of the fame." Ac* 
cordingly he commanded four cheefes to be delivered to 
the meffenger, which» when Timurleng faw, and had 
Jieard the words of the governor, he defpaked of redu- 
cing that place, though he had lam before it (even years» 
.wanting only two moons. But had he underftood what 
fort of cheefes thefe were» he would no doubt have 
changed his refolutiou ; for it feems they were made of 
the milk of hitches» and were the very laft fuftenancc 
the gariioa had» except the fleih itfelf of thofe unclean 
animals. 

Believe me» fage miniiler, fuch examples of patience 
and fortitude are very rare ; and this was the more re- 
markable, in that it was the firft place where that invin- 
cible general had met with a repulfe. 

Paris, ill of the 8th Moon, of the Year 1654. 



V. — To Dgnet Oglou. 

■ 1 his is the anniverfary day of my nativity, which I ce» 
lebrate not, as others do on fuch an occafion» with mirth 
and revelKng, with mafic and fongs ; my chamber is not 
perfumed with the incenfe of Arabia» nor with any ex- 
traordinary odours ; neither is it adorned with flowers, 
laurel, or the branches of green trees : I am not at the 
expence of coftly oils, to burn in a multitude of lamps, 
and make joyful illuminations» as at a feaft. Such pomp 
©us vanity I leave to thofe, who perhaps have more rea- 
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ftm'tobt mt¥ty in this ErVthan the thoughtfc! atftd yet». 
&ve Mahrmrt ean dad out. 

On the ofher fide, I fpend not th» Ifay in «tfrcftc sod 
tiruitle& mourning ; but, retaining an indifference of m in d, 
I confecrate k to the fervice of my reafbn and conterà- 
-plation, which are the only things confiderafek in mortal 
Wan. 

trom the miaute that Ì firft awaited this morning, I 
flave been poadering on myfelf and human nature : t 
suffered my «nxioua thoughts to ftart hack beyond the 
four of my birth, reflecting on the imprifbnmetit I fuf- 
fered m my mother's womb, Which yet I cannot in the 
leaft remember. And this is the cafe of all men. We 
linow not how we came into this open world of light 
from that region of darknefs, nor that ever We were ft> 
fhut up, but as we are told by our parents ; and éofómtife 
experience confirms us, that this k the lot -of -all mortals. 
Wow then mall wc be able to difcover what ftate We welt 
m before our conception ? Whether we were in the raftk 
of things which have exiftence, or whether we were not 
hid in the womb of nothing ? I tell thee, this thought 
has filled me with great inquietudes: I am reftlefs to 
know my own originai ; I would fain be Informed, if that 
which they call the foul be a fubftaUce diftinét from the 
body, or only the finer part of matter, a quinteflcnce of 
the elements 3 If h be dflftinéfc, as I hare reafon to be* 
lieve, it would be a fingular happinefs to be {atisfied 
Where it was before united to this machine of fleft and 
femes, and whether that union be voluntary or forced $ 
Sot I rouft pro fds myfelf to be altogether in the dark as 
to thefe fcrutinies : fometimes I join with the Pktonifia, 
and conclude all human fouls to be particles of the di*m* 
«sature, beams of the eternal fun ; and that though our 
light he now obfeured sad veiled tmdec this cloud of 
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tarthfy matter, yet wr have fVrmerry flimecf With a* un- 
diminimed fpiendour, when only embodied in the dearer 
m 9 or more refined fubftance of the fty. Perhaps, think 
I, for fome error» committed in that fuperfor itate, vHe 
atre fent down into thefe bodies, as into prifons, for ouSr 
punifhment ; then I am vexed at the fatal dnlncfs of my 
memory, that retains no idea of my pad condition. 

At other times (tot nice an mortals I am fubject to 
change) I embrace the doctrines of Pythagoras, which 
thou knoweft are generally entertained all over the Eaft | 
and believing the transmigration of fools from one living 
creature to another, I cannot be certain but that I have 
been an elephant, a camel, or a horfe, or perhap6 fome 
more contemptible animal ; and, for ought I know, I 
have undergone all the various kinds of metamorphofis 
that ever Ovid mentioned* 

However, be il how it will, I iee no grounds to make 
any extravagant fblemnity on the account of my being 
born to what I am now, that is, a man ; for I think we 
are the only fpe&acles of folly and mifery among all the 
creatures of God. 

We boaft of arts and fcfences, yet the wiTeft of mor- 
tals are always mod fenfible, that they know nothing» 
One man builds a ftately houfe, a place of repofe and re- 
fuge for himfelf and his family ; another comes and pulls 
it down, demolifhing the only ftandi g monument of hit 
brother's prudence, or rather of his folly, who perhaps 
con fumed the greateft part of his citate in that coftly fa- 
bric ; whereas, among all his fciences, had he but learn- 
ed to know himself, an humble convenient cotLage 
would have ferved his neccflkies during this fhort life, 
and fo he might have avoided the fttoke of envy. 

I tell thee, my friend, I cannot build altars to Fortune, 
nor adore the external pageantry of the rich and great. 
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I equally hate to be flattered myfclf, as thofe are who in» 
vite their friends to foleainize their birth-day. 

Yet, in thus contemning external honour, I do the 
greateft reverence to myfelf, whilft I preferve my reafoa 
free from being violated or profaned by foolifh cuftoms. 

Ptrit, ift of the 8th Moon, of the Year 1654. 



VI-— To the Selzctak Aga, or Sword-Bearer to the 
Grand Seignior, 

Oometimes we feem to be afieep here in this city for 
want of news ; but of late we have been roufed by poft 
upon poft, fome bringing intelligence of the furrender of 
Stenay to the French king, others of the revolt of Bar- 
celona from the Spaniards : But that which is of frefheft 
date, and for which all the ftreets of Paris are this night 
illuminated with bonefires, is the relief of Arras, where 
the French have obtained a glorious victory. The num- 
ber of the dead is not yet known, but (aid to be very 
great ; and it is certain the victors have taken above fe- 
vèn thoufand prifoners, fixty cannon, five thoufand wag- 
gons, an equal number of horfes, with all the plate and 
rich furniture of the Prince of Conde, Archduke Leo- 
pold, Francis of Lorrain, and the other grandees of the 
Spanifh army. In fine, the French are mafters of the 
town, and of the field, and all Flanders appears now too 
little to hold them,. 

Thefe continual fuccefles redound much to the efta- 
blifhment of Cardinal Mazarim, who now feems above 
the ftroke of misfortune or malice. Yet no man can call 
himfelf happy till the hour of his death, which alone re- 
lcafes us from all human miferies. 
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Some days ago, I received a letter from Nathan Ben 
Saddi, which informs- mo of the death of the Roman 
king, and of federal prodigies which were feen before, 
and about the time of his departure. 

When he was firft taken fick, there arofe a violent 
tempeft of wind, which blew down the crofs from one of 
their churches: After this followed a terrible earthquake, 
that fhook the whole city, threatening to remove its 
foundations : Moreover, an old eagle, a domeftic of the 
Imperial palace, and that had lived there many years, took 
wing the day before the king's ficknefs, and flew «fuite 
away : Then the bells of the Imperial chapel rung thrice 
of their own accord in the fpace of twelve hours. Thus 
far the Jew aflures me is true. There are additional re- 
ports of ftrange apparitions that were feen about Vienna 
during the ficknefs of this prince ; as of a funeral pro- 
ceffion after midnight, through the -courts of the palace, 
and of a ftiower of warm blood that fell at noon-day in 
the ftreets of that city. But thefe I have only from the 
mouth of common fame, which thou knoweft does not 
always fpeak truth. 

I delire thee, and all the minifters, to make a diftinc- 
tion between thofe paiTages which I afe ertalo, and the 
doubtful relations of the multitude : In thefe cafes, men 
are prone to fuperftition, and love to be the authors of 
portentous news ; but thou mayeft believe what the Jew 
relates, for he never affecis to be fabulous. 

It would tempt one to afk, What ftrange hidden power 
produces thofe unufual figns ? Whether we mortals are 
under the cuftody of invifible beings, who teach the ele- 
ments and other creatures to utter the future events of 
fate ; or whether all thefe things which appear fo ftrange 
and furprifing be not mere casualties, accidents 4>f nature 
happening of comic, and only made remarkable by thai 

2 
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timing? Who knows, but that the voluntary ringing of 
beik might proceed from the motion of the tower where 
they hung during the. ea#th<|uake ? or, why need we won- 
der that a crofs or a crescent (hould he blown down front 
tfee top of a high minaret by a violent teoipeft of wind ? 

Theft things appear to me as natural a» for the rain to 
lodge all the coxa in the fields» or for a ftorm to tear up. 
tirees by the roots, overturn houfes» and commit a thou* 
bad other violences* neither do I perceive any thing 
worth admiration in the flight of the eagle $ perhaps 
£#ne royal oapfiqe fprung in the head of that king of 
birds» which he never felt before. There is nothing of 
prodigy. in all this* but only becaufe it happened at fuch 
a critical jua&ure : Had it been at another time, nobo- 
dy perhaps would have takia notice of it, any more thaa 
they do of earthquake* at Naples, which are opransoa ia 
that country, where th$ earth is very hollow» being made 
fo by v<àis of continual burning futphvr : They have 
felt feveral in that kingdom w,ithi« thefe two moons, as 
alio at Rome ; but no great hurt has been done. 

Nathan informs me alfo, that the Venetian ambafiado? 
at Vienna has distributed great fums of money in token 
«/ his joy for the late vi&ory that republic obtained 
again ft the muiTulmans. This appeas» «to mo a real pro- 
digy» that. the Ottomans» who are invincible by land, yet 
ftill come off with lofe at fica. 

Queen Chriftina of Sweden is erpecied here ere long : 
She came to Antwerp in the habit of a man, which oc- 
fions variety of cenfures. The French call her the learn* 
*d Amazon» (he being welt verfed in many languages and 
fciences ; they extol ber virtues aad perfections, ffcyhng 
her the phosmx of this age. Ail the weftecn Nazarene* 
a/e devout admirers of women ; and one of their famous 
figed, iqhm they cali Henry Qoradins Agirippa» w*oU 
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a felecS treatffe. m praife of that fe*, wherein be eade* 
«ours to prove, that they ane wre e*cettcat and noble 
creatures thaa men. ' But he would fed few ftrofeivta 
is the Eaft. 

It w certain there have .bee» very famous women ia all 
ages, and it would be e»vy in meu to deny them their 
éue pnpfe : Such was X#do Qoceaof Carthage, the Ro« 
man JUucretia, die Sybik, Theana* Pythagotas's wife, 
with his 4aught$r Dama, Sappho tèe- pocttfs ; with ia-t 
numerable others» both of gaA and Weft, renowned for 
their virtue, learning, or valour ia the wars : Out k docs 
sot follow, that they therefore ftupafc men. 

I^et us keej> the rank in wfakh> Go/d and Nature have 
■ placed us, without being cbwhm or eSeounate ; and this 
k the beft way to get aad» retain the efteem of that nice 
fes, who hate- a clow», arni defpife a dotard* 

Paris 30th of the 8>fcM<K*i, of the Year 1654. 

Vi. '' . » « . * ■ .ft . I . m> ■-, ;... ..,.. m ■' . = 

VII. — to Pesteli Halt, his Btcther % Majler of the 
Cufloms at^Qonjlaniincple, 

A hov art he to whom I can unmade : With others I 
eojiKerle (like our women ia Turkey ) cader a veil. When 
1 write to the grandees of the Porte, k is neceflary for 
me to diflemble many things, and' to feign fome that I 
may be credited i& olhaers, aod. not be fofpe&ed in all. 
Bnt with thee I u£e no arti be e or difguife ; thou hail: a 
kind of natural right to my fecret thoughts beyond the 
claim of a b*othe& l^xmt thee an entire cooftience on 
«be fcore of friendship, and I fee» to yrsoqg myfelf when 
I conceal my Centime**» from thee ; for, bende* the tie 
of blood* we were partners together in the adventures of 
youth, and the mutual good offices that paft between us, 
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fattened our affcétions with ftronger bands than thofe of 
our birth. Nor were we fo unhappy as to fuffer the 
little youthful emulations, which are common between 
fons of the fame mother, to ftifle the more folid and ge- 
nerous efforts of real love : Our friendfhip grew up with 
our years, cemented by intereft as well as affection, and I 
efteem Pefteli but myfelf in another figure. If thou haft 
the fame regard to me, I am happy : Let us continue to- 
therifh this noble palfion c the leaft coldnefs or referve 
now, would appear to me more hateful than a divorce, 
more terrible than death. 

It is but reafonable, that among the many fervices our 
great matter claims at our hands, we fhould employ fome 
of our time and care on ourfelves. We owe the fultan 
much, but both he and we owe Nature more, without 
whofe bounty and providence, we had never had the honour, 
nor he the profit of our being in his debt. He is more 
deeply engaged in Fortune's tally than we, but in the 
accounts of Nature we are all equal : (he is the univerfal 
creditor of mankind ; we are indebted to her for all we 
have ; yet, methinks, nothing fo much enhances our fcore 
as the Ai-menage of Time, in that we itili run in ar- 
rears, whilft the hafty minutes pott forward, never to be 
revoked ; and yet we neither lay hold on them in their 
flight, nor fo much as imprint on any of them the leaft 
tranfient mark of virtue or wifdom. Thus our lives Aide 
away without profit, till the latt (and tells us, " We are 
bankrupts; Nature will not truft us with a moment 
longer." 

It is time, therefore, dear brother, for thee and me to 
look about us ; and fince it is impoffible for us to make a 
full payment, let us at leaft compound with Nature, and, 
getting an acquittance for what is paft and irrecoverable, 
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let us be fore to cancel the remaining part of tlie fcore 
by a wifejmprovement of every minute. 

Think not that Mahtnut is pcrfuading thee to toni 
dervife, or to bellow all thy time in prayers ; fuch rigor- 
ous devotion is not confident with the life of a man in 
thy ftation. But permit me, dear Pefteli, to counfelthee 
not to build altars to Fortune, and confecrate all thy va- 
cant hours to her fervice. I am told, thou art grown a 
great gamefter, not only at the polemic traverfes of chefs, 
but alfo at plays of hazard : the former of the two is the 
rnoft innocent, yet it is too intricate and puzzling, de- 
ferves the name of bufinefs rather than of recreation ; it 
commits a rape on the mind, whilft it requires as much 
attention and abftra&ednefs of thought as would ferve to 
trace out the condu A of a battle or a ficge : but the lat- 
ter have a far worfe influence on our paffions, by excit- 
ing us to immoderate defire, hope, joy, and grief, for 
mere trifles, the uncertain produ&s of chance ; there- 
fore are they forbidden by our holy prophet ; and it is 
not to be numbered among the commendations of a muf- 
fulman, to be dexterous at managing the cards or dice. 

When thou art difpofed to unbend thy mind, I would 
rather counfel thee to ufe fome healthful exercife, fuch as 
may ventilate thy melancholy blood. Our fathers "were 
wont, at fuch times, to divert themfelves with bows and 
arrows, hunting, wreftltng, and the like manly paftimel ; 
thus making their private recreations fubfervient to the 
public, whilft they fported themfelves into the difcipline 
of war, and inured their bodies to labour, even at thofc 
hours when their minds fought reft. 

What though Claudius Cxfar devoted himfelf to gam- 
ing with dice, and wrote a book m praifc of his folly t 
What though Domitian the Emperor, and Theodorick, 
King of the Goths, fpent whole nights and day« in this 
Vol. V. b 
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unprofitable play ! Thou haft not read or heard of. fuch 
examples among the renowned fons of Ottoman. Our 
glorious fultans were never vacaut to thefe fooleries ; and, 
if they had, their pra&ice cannot juftify a fubjecVs imita- 
tion. Neither wouldft thou be fo in love with gaming 
didft thou confider what unhappy deftinies have common- 
ly attended the votaries of Fortune ; whole eftates have 
been fquandered away at dice in a night, families ruined, 
arid the gamefter himfelf imprifoned in the morning ; he 
that yefterday was mailer of great poflèflions, and a com- 
panion for princes, by the effects of this accurfed vanity, 
has bereaved himfelf of all, and is to-day become the 
fcorn of beggars. 

The Chinefe are fo bewitched with love of gaming, 
that when they have loft all their ftakes they will pawn 
themfelves, their wives and children ; which, if the for- 
tune of the dice run againft them, become all bond-flaves 
to the winner. > Here is a dervife in this ciiy, of the or- 
der of the Jefuits, who lately came from China ; Among 
other learned men, I fometimes converte with him : He 
relates many pretty pauages of that people, but one is 
tragical, whereof he himfelf was an eye witnefs. 

He fays, that in the province of Queintong, a certain 
nobleman who had ferved in the wars, and acquired great 
fame and honour, was envied by one of his neighbours, 
who likewife had been a captain, and much in favour at 
the court : Their emulations carried them to many ill 
offices, and at laft to open defiance. The emperor being 
made fenfible of the hatred that was between thefe two 
officers, and being unwilling their fury mould precipitate 
them to the ruin of each other, became himfelf an arbi- 
trator of their quarrel ; laying his commands on them to 
embrace and eat together, which is an aflured token of 
reconciliation and friendflup in that country. They 
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obeyed the will of their fovereign ; but fitting up late 
one night at dice» it was the captain's ill fortune to lofe 
all he had to the nobleman : Mad at his unlucky chance* 
and in hopes to retrieve his lofe, he fends for his wife and 
three young fons, whom, with himfelf, he pawned to the, 
nobleman for a confiderable fum of money, and falls afrefk 
to play : But Fate was his enemy ; he loft all ; — where- 
upon, in defpair, he ftabs his wife and three children^ 
and laftly falls on his own fword ; glorying that he and 
his family mould thus efcape a hated captivity to his old 
enemy. -. 

Tellme > ^ear Pefteli, hadft thou feen this tragedy, 
would it not have made thee refolve againft. gaming during, 
thy life? A flu redly, our holy prophet frowns from his pa- 
radife on thofe who violate his laws: He knew our paffions* 
and which were the moil dangerous ; therefore he pro-, 
hibited fuch things as are moft likely to betray us to vio-* 
lence, and an incurable diforder. If thou wilt acquit thy-, 
felf a good mufTulman, thou muft not leap over thefe pro- 
hibitions, accounting them fmall and indifferent trifles» 
Remember the faying of the holy do&or, and leader of 
the muffulman armies, the chafte Ofman, " A little fpark 
will fet a whole city on fire." And the Roman fatirift 
has obferved, " That no man becomes wicked all at 
once." Think then with thyfelf, it is for this reafon the. 
meffenger of God has forbid gaming to the true faithful, 
not a* a thing in itfelf naturally evil, but only morally fo f 
as it is a -ftep to the greateft vices ; for whilft we cap- 
tivate ourfelves to chance, we lofe our authority over our 
paffions ; we ftand or fall at the uncertain call of the 
dice ; we are flayes to the feebleft wifhes, which, if they 
lupceed not, we grow furious, profligate, and impious ; 
bamming all prudence, temperance, and juftice, we be- 
ccarne impudent * and fit for the blacked crimes. 

b z 
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Take not in ill part the wholefome admonition of a 
brother, who manifefts his love in thus reproving thee 
without flattery. Ufe the fame freedom when thou heareft 
I arti guilty of any unneceflary vice ; for the public fer* 
vice turns fome vices into virtues* 

Paris, 14th of the 10th Moon, of the Year 1654. 



VIIL— To tòe Rei 3 Effendi, Principal Secretary of the 
Ottoman Empire. 

I believe thou ìiaft a mind to try my temper, to make 
an experiment upon me, and fee whether I am proof a- 
gainft thy anger ; elfe, why fhould Kenan Bafia's bufi- 
nefs be revived again, after it had been buried above thefe 
four years ? I examine not what mighty intereft thou haft 
in that officer, that thou afrefh efpoufeft his old quarrel, 
as if it were thy own. Thy affairs are beft known to 
thyfelf. But let me tell thee, it will not redound much 
to thy credit to be found partial. I. honour thee with all 
the devoir that is due to a minifter in thy ftation, and 
with fomething more ; for the efteem a man has for his. 
friend, is lingular, and beyond ceremonies ; but ftill he 
owes fome regard to himfelf. Self-prefervation is rooted 
fn the centre of our nature, and few will be knowingly 
complaifant to their ruin. I am pu2zled what to think, 
dr how to write, thy laft letter has put my mind into fuch 
a hurly-burly : A thoufand imaginations, like whirlwinds, 
tear up my moft folid thoughts by the roots : I am in as' 
wild a condition as a man in an earthquake, leaping this 
way and that way, yet knows not where to fix his foot 
in fafcty. 

If I perfeverc in calling thee friend, perhaps thou wilt 
accufe me of prefumption ; if I change my ftyle, and fup- 
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pofe thee under another chara&er, ingratitude will be laid 
to my charge ; to vindicate my actions will be interpreted 
obftinacy, and to own myfelf in the fault will be counted 
weaknefs ; nay, all the world will call me fool, in con- 
demning myfelf for thing» whereof I never was guilty. 
What Itali I do in this cafe ? I am naturally thoughtful 
aqd melancholy ; the words ' that fpring from refentment 
cleave fail to my mind, and breed a thousand inferences ; 
my bufy apprehenfion extracts menaces put of the raoft 
artificial expreffions ; I look on myfelf as marked out for 
« facr&ce one time or other* The will of deft my be done» 
early or late ; I will not go out of my road to avoid it ; 
fince it is but £11 hufbandry of time, to borrow it from the, 
jnfflable joys 0/ paradise, to multiply a few days or years 
of a miferabk life op earth. 

A* for the Treaferer, and the reft of my aecufere, let 
*bem know that I will perfevere in doing my duty to the 
grand Seignior» without warping to the right hand or to 
the left» for fear or favour. 

But if my private agency in thefe putts meets with 
rubs and checks for want of money» let the blame reft on 
thofe whole charge it is to fupply me with what is necef» 
fary for a man in my ftation ; for henceforward Mahmut 
will be reproached no more for demanding his penfion. 

Think not it is an eafy thing for a man to be always a 
counterfeit» and never to have his mind unbent ; to ad 
two contrary fcarta at the fame time ; to be true and 
felfe ; a muffulman and fervant of the Grand Seignior in 
reality ; a Chriftian and fubjeéfc of France in appearance» 
My foul is perpetually Wretched upon the rack of watch* 
fui thoughts, and bufy invention» left by fonie improvi- 
dent word or deed, my difguife fhould fall off» and I ap- 
pear in my naked colours. 

» 3 
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It is but reafon, therefore, that whflft this vaft folict- 
tade takes up all my faculties, the care of my fubfiftence 
fhould reft: on thofe who employ me. Let not the mink 
fters of the Benign Porte be peevifh at me without a 
caufe ; for I imprecate, ferene grandee, that God would 
fplit my foul into ten thoufand immortal fplinters, if ever 
I betray my truft. But needlefs fufpicion would tempt 
a man to treachery, 

Paris, 14th of the 10th Moon, of the Year 1654. 



IX— To the Venerable Muetl 

1 he pope has been fick for a confideYable" time! and it 
is now ftrongly reported he is -dead. They talk of in 
cxprefs that is come to the chancellor of France, to cer- 
tify him of it, and to confult about the ' next «lé&ìon ; 
\\ii this is not credited here, being only looked' upon"as 
a Roman or Spanifh artifice, to found the inclinations^ 
this court before hand, that fo they may be able to coun- 
termine the French intereft, when the pope mall really 
die ; and it is not expe&ed he fhould live iotig f being of 
» great age, and worn out with cares and fkknefe; 

It is certain he has made his will, wherein two millions 
©f gold are given to the treafury, founded by his prede- 
ceflbrs, to ferve the church in its extreme neeeffitie&: Bui 
it k a thoufand to one, if fome future pontiff, fucceeding 
in that chair, do not, in his unerring judgment, interpret 
his own perfonal occafions, or thofe of his nephews, to be 
the extreme neceffities of the church ; and then, all this 
huge mafs of wealth is infallibly gone. 

He has likewife bequeathed large legacies to his (ifteY- 
in-law, whom they call Donna Olympia, and to others of 
bis relations and creatures ; and it is thought this lady 
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will more than doubly pay herfelf, having the manage- 
ment of all his affairs. Indeed, daring his reign, it may 
be faid the whole Roman church was governed by a wo- 
man ; for this prelate would never do any thing without 
her advice. 

She was born of an obfeure family, but is of a high 
fpirit, ambitious of rule, and a peTfon of great abilities. ; 
extremely covetous and fubtle, turning and winding all 
events to her own profit. All preferments were at her 
difpofal ; (he fold bifhopricks, abbeys, and other ecclefia- 
ftical dignities, at her own rates, and to whom (he pleaf- 
cd. In fine, whofoever had any bufinefs with the pope, 
made their addreffes to her ; by which means (he has heap- 
ed together a prodigious treàfure, and is efteemed the 
richeft lady in Europe. It is thought, (he would have fold 
even the Pope, and Rome itfelf, the capital feat of the 
Cbriftian empire, rather than refufe a proportionate of- 
fer of gold, could (he have met with a chapman to her 
mind. This would have been a merchandife fit for the 
Grand Seignior, were it not referved as a prize fot the 
victorious arma deftined to conquer all things. 

The French feem mightily concerned for the tragedies 
acied in Poland by the Mufcovites. It is affirmed, that 
they hate taken the town of Vitebflco by ftorm, putting 
men, women, and children to the fword, with divers other 
cities, and places of ftrength', and that they have laid in 
aihes all the towns and villages round about- Smoleniko ; 
fo that there is nothing to be feen but ruin and defolation 
for above an hundred miles round that city, which alfo is 
now clofely befieged by the forces of th<; Czar. If theJTe 
Northern infidck go • on, and make fuch bloody work 
wherever they come, they will in a fhort time over-run 
and dispeople all Europe. I5ut it is to be hoped the Tar- 
tars, who are lately entered into a league with Poland, 

M 
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will puj a ftop to the cruel victories of the Muscovites, 
$nd chaftife the treafon of the Coflacka, who join with 
tjicpi, contrary to their faith given to the King of Poland. 

They fay, four grandees of Tartary are arrived as ho. 
ftages at Warfaw, and as many lords of Poland are lent 
on the fame errand to the court of the Cham ; who, as a 
farther evidence of his integrity, has releafed all the Po* 
lidi captives in his dominions, and tent the ambafladors of 
the CoiTacks home, without their noics and ears» as a 
mark of his irreconcileable indignation at their infidelity. 

In the mean while, I am extremely affli&ed to hear of 
our continual loffes by fea : They fay here, that above 
{ix thoufand muffulmans were killed in the late fight in 
the Hellefpont, and that we have loll fixteen galleys» be* 
iides (hips of war. That element, one would conclude, 
is fatal to the Ottoman empire. Neither have we had 
much better fuccefc by land this campaign ; yet Chu- 
faein, the Vizier Azem, and general in Candia, has pert 
formed very heroic things. To fpeak impartially, and 
give^lue honour to our enemies, the Maltefes, Venitians, 
and French, have not been wanting in any point of bra*» 
very ; which alfo redounds to the greater honqur of the 
muflulmans, in that they draw their fword againft tfre 
flower of Chriftendom, and not againft owls and pigmies ) 
fuch are the Perfians, when we encounter them 3 for either 
they (fere not endure the luftre, and (land the brunt of 
our invincible arms, or if they do, they fink under the 
firft mock. 

When I name tnofe heretics, I fpit on the ground h> 
deteftation of their errors, for they are worfe than the 
Zindicks and Giafers. I have more chanty for a Chri- 
stian or a Jew than I have for thofe vermin ©f the land. 
In fine, I wifh they were extirpated from the earth ; and 
that they may after this life be either metamorphofed in- 
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to hogs, which creature thou knoweft is an abomination 
to all good men and angels (and they already refembk 
k in their unckanncfs), or elfe that they may become the 
ales of the Jews in hell, to carry their burdens for a 
thoufand ages. 

Paris, 1 7th of the xxth Moon, of the Year 1654. 



X. — To Pesteli-Hali, its Brother, Mafier of the Grand 
Seignior's Cuftomj. 

X he God of our fathers grant thee as much joy every 
minute of thy life, as I feel at this inftant. WHt thou 
know the occafion of this unufual tranfport ? I can hard- 
ly believe myfelf, when I tell thee of an adventure the 
moft furprifing that ever happened to me lince my arrival 
in this city ; and perhaps thou wilt think I romance in 
relating it ; but aflure thy fclf, that of a truth Oucomiche, 
our motlher, is at this time in Paris, with our coufin Iiouf* 
May a thoufand foft pallio ns thrill thy heart, when 
thou readeft this news, as they did mine, when at my 
chamber door I firft faw, and knew the face of her that 
bare me, after I had given her over for dead long ago ; 
for I had heard no tidings of her thefe eleven years- 
Good God ! fo ftrange and unexpe&ed a fight had almoft 
difmantled my fenfes, thofe out- works of the foul : For a 
while I ftood ftifl, aftonifhed and trembling with ecftacy. 
I was not prefently fatisfied, whether I beheld a mortal, 
or the ghoft of one ; for they lay, thefe appear in the 
fame forms as they bore when alive. Neither age nor 
travel, with all the other infirmities and crofTes of human. 
Efe, had fo altered her complexion, but that I eafily dif- 
ceraed the roanifeft features, lineaments, and air of my 
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mother. I concluded therefore, it mud be (he, or her 
apparition, if there be any fuch things. 

Thefe were my firft thought», in that waking trance $. 
but her voice and addrefs foon put me out of doubt, when, 
impatient to fee me ftand like one thunderftruck, fhe ran 
to me with open arms, and tears of joy in her eyes, cry- 
ing out, with a tone and affection peculiar to women, 
w Art thou alive, my fon Mahmut ì Do thefe eyes fee 
thee, or am I in a dream ?" 

For my part r I was as much upon the rapture as (he, 
and hardly knew how to deport myfelf, or what to fay 
or do ; yet the fear I was in, left fomebody in the houfe 
fhould overhear us, and,make ill confequences of this paf- 
fionate interview, taught me a leffon of moderation and 
prudence ; wherefore I beckoned to her to fupprefs her- 
pallio n, and converfe by figns, as the cuftom w at the 
Myfterious Porte. Thofe filent expreffions of our mu- 
tual love, joy, and admiration, were not lefs fignificant» 
becaufe not clothed in words. Thou knoweft there is 
eloquence enough in this mute language ; and I was jea- - 
lous of words, left fome inquifitive foul might underftand 
us, though we converted i» Arabick-, 

After our firft endearments and tenderneues were over, 
in which n%y cQufin Ifouf alfo had his (hare ( for we were 
all reciprocally overjoyed to fee one another in this neft. 
of infidels), I began to confult the fa&ty of us all three, 
in providing convenient, lodgings, for my mother and kinf- 
inan. In order to this, we made a vifit to Eliachim the 
Jew, who entertained us at a banquet, after the faihion of 
the Eaft. We advifed with, that honeft Hebrew about 
our affairs, I having made frequent and fufficient proof of 
Eis fidelity and fiiendftiip. In fine, he took them both 
into hi* Own houfe, under, the notion of Greeks, his ac- 
qjmi&mci 9 judging this the fecureft way to prevent aajr. 
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difcovery, or even the leaft fufpicion of our circumftances« 
They have continued there thefe five days, and their 
chara&er has not been questioned by any. I vifit them 
dally, and we pafa away many hours in recounting the 
different adventures of our lives, in difcourfing of our 
friends in Arabia, Greece, and other parts of the world, 
and in concerting the beft methods to ferve one another, 
till death (hall divide us from ourfeives, as well as from 
our friends, and rank us in the lift of invifible beings, 
whofe date and qualities we know not. 

Well, but all this while I believe thou art impatient to 
know what motive of their own, or turn of fortune, drove 
them into fo remote a region as France, a country inha- 
bited by none but infidels. Shall I tell thee in a word ì 
It was love on her part, and the delire of novelty on his. 

Our kinfman Ifouf, from his childhood, felt powerful 
inclinations to travel, which increafed with his years, and 
were much heightened by his converfe with Greeks, Ar- 
menians, Franks, and fome muffulmans at Con (tanti nople, 
who had fecn many foreign countries both in the Eaft an& 
Weft. 

The relations they made of the curiofitief they had' 
feen, and of their own adventures, fired his youthful blood, 
and he formed a refolutton to depart with the firft conve- 
nience from Conftant inopie, and vifit all the regions m 
the world, if his life and health would hold out. I for*, 
merry acquainted thee, that he had Purveyed the grcateft 
part of Afia ; fince which he fet forth again, and having 
finifhed liié travels in that quarter of the world, he* bent 
bis courfe for Afric, where he vifitcd Egypt, Barbary, 
the Empire of Morocco and Fez, with that of the Ethio- 
pians, and many other regions under the Torrid* Zone, 
too tedious for me at this time to mention particularly, 
feecantfe I write in haftc. Hereafter I frali give thee* 

b 6 
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more ample account of his observations, &c. wherein 
thou wilt find, that Ifouf has not altogether loft his time. 

At length, having fatisfied himfelf with whatfoever he 
thought worthy to be feen and known in that fouthern 
track, he parted from Fez, with a defign to fee Europe. 
Some bills of exchange caufed him to take Grand Cairo 
in his way, where he encountered my mother : She per- 
ceiving that he would take Shipping dire&ly for France, 
refolved to lay hold on fo favourable an opportunity of 
feeing me once more before (he died ; wherefore, imparl* 
ing her defign to him, Ifouf offered her his utmoft fer- 
vicc ; and, having fettled her affairs at Cairo, and packed 
up her money, jewels, and other neceffaries, they took the 
road of Scanderoon, where they foon arrived ; and put- 
ting themfelves into the habit of Greeks, Ifouf alfo fpeak« 
ing pretty well that language, and the Lingua Franca, 
they bargained with the mailer of a veffel then lying in 
the harbour, and bound for Marseilles. He took them on 
board, and under the protection and favour of Heaven, 
they arrived fafe at Marfeilles, and are how in this city. 

Yet amidft all the pleafure I conceive in the pretence 
of fo near a relation as a mother» I am not without fame 
qualms of few:, left fame unfortunate occurrence (hould 
difcover her to bc'no Chriftian ; for then the iffue* might- 
prove dangerous both to her and me. 

As for Ifouf* he defigns to tarry no longer in Paris, 
than to inform himfelf of what is moil remarkable in thia 
city, and to fatisfy the other ends of a traveller. Fro» 
hence, after he has vifited the chjefeft cities in France, he 
talks of travelling into Flanders, Holland, Germany, 
Swedeland, and the other kingdoms of Europe ; bu| for 
Spain or Portugal he has no thoughts, either out of fear 
of the Inquifition, which is very fevere in thofe countries» 
«r out of an ajKxfian for the people» who expelled the 
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Moors, of which he relates very tragical ftories, which 
they told him during his refidence at Morocco and Fez. 
In a word, he gives this character of a Spaniard, " That 
he is a mongrel, between a man and a devil.' 1 He likes 
the company of the French, in regard they converfe with 
a natural and un refer ved freedom, which becomes: then* 
very well ; but he has fpofce, with none but travellers yet, 
who have been otherways employed than in ftudying the 
artificial difguifes of courtiers. If he fojourns the fpace 
of three moons in this kingdom, he will find fome of the 
French as affected in their way as other people ; he will 
encounter with a new fort of Frenchmen in every pro? 
vince ; for France is a mere gallimaufry, made up of the 
fragments and remnants of other nations. They differ al- 
fo in their language, as well as ia their manners, one from 
another ; fo that the inhabitants of Gafcoigne and Bre» 
tagne can hardly be underftood by thofe of Paris and 
Shut, with the adjacent parts. Thefe Weftern people 
are not curious in preferving the diajeft of their fathers» 
but every age introduces a change in their fpecch $ nei- 
ther are they diligent in retaining their genealogies ; 
whereas in the Eaft, thou knoweft, the languages remain 
uncorrupted, the fame now as they were two thoufcnd 
years ago, or from the confufion of Babel ; the fame care 
we Arabians have, of our tribes and families. 

Son of my mother, when thou readeii the two enclos- 
ed, and (halt fee the very handwriting of the dear Ou- 
Gomiche, and of Ifbuf our kinfpnan, let thy heart be life* 
the valley of Admoim, fragrant as a grove of fpices ; fo» 
then thy eyes will convince thee that what I write ia. 
tntfh. 

Paris, %%d of the 14th Moon, of Uw Year 1654. 
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XL— To Adonai, a Jew, Prifoner in the Tower of 
Nona, at Rome» 

JL his comes to thee by the hand of a trufty friend : 
Give entire credence to his inftru&ions. To fay I am 
forry to hear of thy misfortune, would but faintly ex- 
prefs my paffion : It is not €afily defcribed in words : I 
am as melancholy as an antelope, when the fun is in con- 
junction with Saturn. This is a fad fort of a bead, that 
will neither eat, drink, nor fleep, during that dull afpecY. 
In God's name, how earned thou to be fo free with 
thy tongue among the Romans ? or what tempted thee 
to meddle with their religion and laws ? Was it not 
enough, that thou and all the Jews in that city had li- 
berty to frequent your fynagogues, and there curfe the 
Chriftians in antiquated Hebrew ? Muft you needs rail 
at them in plain Italian too, and that over your cups r 
when men ought to be good-natured to all the world ? 
Of what import is it to you whether they be idolators» 
or no, fo long as they give you leave to adore one God; 
Creator of the world ? Or what fignifies it if they are 
guilty of ten thoufand iiijuftices and follies among them* 
felves, whilft you live quietly under their protection and 
government ? Adonai, I am afliamed of the immorality 
of thofe of thy nation ; I blufh for your ingratitude, 
pride, and malice. Surely, if the Nazarenes did really 
believe what they profefs, they would faciifice you all to 
the ghoft of their Meffias, whom they fay you crucified r 
they would not leave a Jew living in Chriftendom, but 
do their utmoft to exterminate you from the earth. I 
fpeak not this as my wifli, but only to upbraid your im- 
pertinence and vanity, in thus foolifhly provoking thofe, 
with whofe permiffion it is that you live and enjoy the 
dements. 
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The prophet Mofes, your lawgiver, left you another 
rule, a leflon of civility, when he faid, " Ye (hall not 
blafpheme the gods of the people." Had thou and thy 
companions obeyed this precept, ye might have been at 
liberty ; but, it is bad falling into the hands of the In* 
qui fit ion. However, I am glad to hear that you are not 
tranfportecl to the Calile of ^t. Angelo ; that would have 
been a tragical remove at this juncture. But now, as I 
am informed, not one of you is in danger ; for they fay, 
that all the prifoaers in Rome are by cuftom releafed up- 
on the death of the pope, except thofe who are in that 
fatal fortrefs ; and it is generally fuppofed, the good old 
Caliph is no long-lived man ; for they never ufed to re» 
move the pmfoners defigned for death, till the phyficians 
are paft all hopes of the holy father's life. 

However, in regard there is no certainty in human af- 
fairs, but a perpetual change and circulation of events» 
left fome unhappy turn of fortune fhould cither now con» 
tinue thy reftraint, or hereafter bereave thee of thy li» 
berty, I fend thee here enclofed a receipt of a chymical 
liquor, which may be of fome fervice to thee in theftrong* 
eft prifon on earth. It was revealed to me by my mo* 
ther, who learned it of an Egyptian artift at Cairo» 
Defpife it not,, becaufe it comes from a woman's hand ; 
for I have made an experiment of it, and find it effeduaL 
It will render iron as brittle as glafs ; it is more power- 
ful than the water of the river Styx, which no veffcl 
could hold, but the hoof of a mule. After an hour's 
application, thou mayefl make the thickeft ban, chain*, 
and bolts, fly in a thoufand pieces» as if they were made 
of porcelain. 

Thou wilt not wonder at this, when thou confiderei^ 
the innumerable ftrange inventions of men prying into 
the fccjets of nature* and fortunate in their fearchet. 
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Above all, cbymiftry has brought to light the greateft 
prodigies of art and knowledge. This myfterious fcience 
was the peculiar boaft of the primitive Egyptians, from 
whom ajl other nations learned it. And had not Mofes 
him&lf been inftructed from his youth in all the learning 
of Egypt, perhaps he would have been at a lofs when he 
calcined the golden calf, and gave the duft to the Is- 
raelites to be mixed in their drink, as the only expiation 
of tt\eir idolatry. Doubtlefs, this fecret, among others, 
was tranfmitted down to thofe times, from Philemon the 
good prieft, who was in the number of them who efcaped 
the flood in Noah's ark, and whofe grandfon Mafar was 
die firft king hi Egypt after the deluge. 

Philemon, the better to eftablifh the ftate of his off- 
fprihg, revealed to them many hidden things; taught 
them the hieroglyphics of the Dgebel Pharan, or the py- 
ramids, with all the myfteries of the talifmans, and the chy- 
mical preparations of Moncatam, the forcible waters and 
effences, powders and other ingredients, by which th*y 
made marble as pliable as wax or clay. Thefe things he 
had learned of thofe who perimed in the flood* : He re* 
tained the wifdom of the ancients, his coevals and prede» 
ceffo** ; leaving the rudiments of fo profound a know- 
ledge to his pofterity, as an invaluable treafure, of which 
they could never be robbed. Thus fcience became here- 
ditary to the Coptites, who bear that name from Coptim, 
the fon of Mafar, the firft King of Egypt, lince the rain- 
bow appeared in the clouds ; and it was from one of that 
nee my mother learned that admirable fecret. 

Truft not to words, but try the experiment. The re- 
ceipt will give thee all neceffary directions : Yet I counfel 
thee not to be big with it, like him, who, having found 
out the art of making glafs malleable, or fit to be beat 
by the hammer into any ftape or figure, as t}i« fibsea* 
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finiths work their metal, muft needs go ami difcover his 
fecret to the prince, expecting a great reward, when» on 
the contrary, he loft his head on the fpot ; the prince 
thinking it great injufticc, that fo many thoufand people 
as got their bread by making of common glaffes, mould 
be all ruined, to promote one man's profit and advantage* 
In fine, ufe this fecret to ferve thyfelf, or the caufe thou 
art engaged in ; but truft it not to anpther, unlefs on the 
lame equal terms as I commit it to thee, wherein the 
greater hazard is thine in divulging it. ' 

Paris, 15 th of the ift Moon, of tto Year 1655. 



XII.*— ft Me hem et, once an Eunuch Page in the Sera* 
glioy bui new an Exile in Egypt, at Grand Cairo. 

W hen I fir ft heard of thy banishment from the Impe* 
rial Palace and city, think not that I was fad, or enter» 
takied the ufual fentiments of a friend, on fuch occasions* 
No, I tell thee on the contrary, I rejoiced (yet not witl* 
the joy of an enemy) at that feeming misfortune, as know- 
ing it has delivered thee from a real one, in which, ic* 
cording to my prefages, all the atteadaqts of thy miftreis, 
the old queen, were foon after involved. 

Thou art obliged to Bacchus for that fortunate cala- 
mity, which, though it for a while ech'pfed thy honour, 
yet was the only means to fave thy life. 

When 1 formerly fent thee an account of my imprifon» 
ment here, and how I was regaled by my keeper at * 
banquet of wine ; when in that letter I played the advo- 
cate for the juice of the grape, I little thought that thou 
wouldeft ever make an experiment of that bugbear h- 
quor ; though I know it is common, even in the feraglio, 
to drink wine privately, and chafe away melancholy, the 
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conftantTfamiKar* of reflrajat and fervkude, with generous 
compotations. ;• • ' . 

I am ho ftranger to the counterfeit ficknefs ofthofc, 
who, for the, fake t o£ this ftolen mirth, put themfelves in. 
to the infirmary, that they may there caroufe with free- 
dom, and drink healths to the Grand Seignior without 
fufptcion. 

Were it not for the convenient fitnation of that apart- 
Incnt, and the favour of the Boftangis, no wine could 
find admittance into the feraglb, fave what is for the 
jGrand Seignior's life. But now his flave* drink it as mcr- 
*3y as he ; and I am not forry that thou art one of the 
Dumber. It is a groundlcfs fuperftition to refufe the gi& 
•f divine liberaHty, and deny ourfelves the ufe of that 
plant, which was made to cheer the hearts of mortals. 
Nay, our holy traditions themfelves, and all our doctor» 
tacitly own, that the vine is allowable, in that it was fa*- 
fcd among the reft of the vegetables by Noah in the ark ; 
and that holy prophet curfed the devil for ftealing it 
*way. Perhaps the ftory will not be unpleafant to thee. 

When God commanded Noah with his companions, to 
éefeend out of the ark in peace, they built them houfe*, 
*nd began to exercifc hufbandry ; they fdwed corn, and 
the feed» ef other vegetables ; they planted alfo all forts 
-of trees 5 but when they came to look for the vine, tt 
could not be found : Then it was told Noah by the angel, 
that the devil had ftolen it away, as having fome right to 
It ; wherefore Noah cited the devil to appear before the 
angel, in the name of God, to anfwer his theft. The 
mangel gave judgment, that the vine fhould be divided be- 
tween them into three parts, whereof the devil mould 
have two, and Noah one 5 to which both parties confent- 
t«d ; whereby it is evident, that man has fome fhare in the 
Juice of the grape ; for this was tht decifion of Gabriel; 



Book L > A 6PT AT FARI3. 43 

that when two-t&rds of the liquor of this fruit mould be 
evaporated away in boiling over the fire, the remainder 
ihould be lawful for Noahaxd his pdfterhy to drink ; and 
thou knoweft, we muflulnaans generally obey this law m 
preparing our wine* . , ^ 

Let the devil, therefore, in the name of God, have hfi 
(hare in this tempting fruit, and then there can be no i»- 
juftice in enjoying «our own part 5 - for when that which 
inebriates, is feparated by fire from the reft,' this liquor 
becomes pure, holy, and blefltd. This it the farience rf 
tile ancients, the immediate auditori «of the meflenger of 
God, as is to be feen in the marmfcripti they left behind , 
them, which, though they are rare and difficult to be met 
with, yet fucfa as diligently feck wtfdom ihall not krfe their 
labour. Abu Betre fib'a Mahvmet, lnis taken great pafflB ' 
to collect the memoirs of antiquity ; he was a learned dod- 
tor among my countrymen of the hotife of Sulpha (m»t 
he reft under the umbrellas of paradife) ; from * him 4 
had this relation. * . .- 1 ; 

But teH me, my dear Mchemetj if thou knoweft; ho# 
• cameft thou to be the only man that had the good for- 
tune to be Sentenced to this happy difgrace ? Or, if thdn 
art ignorant, I will tell thee ; for it feems the-reft of thy 
company in that night's revel were difcovered as well all 
thou, yet efcaped all eenfore. It look» as if they were 
defignedly refervèd for victims, to a more inexorable re. 
venge ; and the event justifies this conjecture, fince with* 
in the circuit of the moon,* not only they, but alt the fur* 
viviog creatures of the Sultana Kiofem, were ftrangled. 

Therefore again I pronounce thee happy, and doubly 
bleffed in being an exile, fince thereby thou haft efcaped 
the hands of the executioner, and art now living in Egypt, 
•the moft fortunate region on earth. Afcribe this to thy 
propitious deftiny, and to the favour of Solyman .Kyzlir 
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Agli who, forefeeing the (laughter that would be made 
of that old .Queen's (ervants, took this opportunity toac- 
cufe thee to the Grand Seignior, that fo he might (ave 
thy life i for it was at his interceffion thou wert banifhed 
into this happy province, which is called the nurfe of all 
nations. Improve thy exile to the beft advantage, and 
fjrom this nurfe, fuck the milk of fcience with which fhe 
has formerly nourished the whole earth* Be grateful al- 
fa to thy deliverer, for he is a trufty friend, and unchanged 
tble where he once places his affe&ioo» He had a parti* 
tuUr blnfinefc for thee ; from him I received the news of 
thy eficape, for that is the proper name of thy banHhment. 
Pour forth clevout prifbns for his health and happinefe, 
fince th*a art i» a land where the prayier» of muffuhnao» 
are as efie&uaBy heard, at fcune particular places, a * if 
they w&p uttered at the tomb of the prophet. 
. X cQUofel thee to vjfit the prifon of Jofeph, which is bx 
the dungeoa of the Calile of Cairo. This is a place of 
great devotion among the faithful, and has been fo in all 
tg£i, fince t^e death of that patriarch. Mofea the pro- 
ject, of whom it is faidi that he died in the embraces of 
£od> niadf hi» prayers in this place ; and fo did Aaron 
fej* -brother, .when they performed thofe miracles ià E- 
gypt. Je(ua the ion of Mary vifited this place, both he 
a*4 his mother, on whom are centered the (miles of the 
Creator j they there performed their devotions, when 
they fled fr W the perfection of Herod. So did the 
praph«ts and apoftk% as many as were in Egypt, with 
al) true believers ; nay, fome of. the infidels -themfelves 
having heard of the renown of this fan&uary, made their 
addreffes to Heaven there, in time of great diftrefs ; for 
here prayers are infallibly heard, efpecially if they be faid 
after the fun has traverfed the meridian, when the wicked 
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daemons are afiaep, who walk abroad till noon, doing aH 
the mifchie f they can. 

My friend, when I think of the region where thou art; 
I can hardly forbear envying thee. It is a land of pro- 
-digies and miracles ; it is the fupport of men, and the gra- 
nary of the world : Thofe who inhabit it, are full of com- 
placency and joy ; and thofe who abandon it, burn witH 
a perpetual deiire to return. Its rivers are clear, and the 
waters fwect and rich as wine ; the eye of God is upon* 
it, who caufes the Nile to flow at its accuftomed feafon ; 
whence the land is made fertile, beyond all the provinces 
on earth : This Nik is one of the rivers which God cauf- 
ed to defcend from the fprings of paradife, on the wings 
of Gabriel, and has hid the place of its defcent among 
the inacceffible heights of mountains. 

There are many ftrange things related of the land at 
Alphiom, and how it was firfl manured by Jofeph, being 
before his time but a fen or marfh. The ftory alfo of Ha- 
gar, the mother of all the Ifmadites, is not unpleafant ; 
thou wilt find it in the Chronicles of Egypt ; for fhe wà$ 
an Egyptian, of the family of the Coptites, and was be- 
llowed on Sarah, the wife of our father Ibrahim, by Cha- 
roba, the King of Egypt's daughter. After (he was dif* 
miffed from her lady, fhe travelled to Mecca ; from 
whence fhe fent a difpatch to the King of Egypt, to ac- 
quaint him with her affairs, and with the birth of her fon 
Ifmael, imploring his afliftance, in regard fhe was in a 
land barren of all things. Then the King of Egypt 
caufed a canal to be cut from the Nile, at the foot of the 
Eaftefn mountains of Egypt, to the Red Sea, and fent 
vefTels, laden with corn, fruits, and all manner of necefla- 
ry provifions, to Hagar. 

If thou addrefleft to the feet of the doctors, the vene- 
rable prelates of Cairo, they will inform thee of more 
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ftrange things, than thefe. It is a noble exercife, to con- 
template the kingdom of the heavens, and the earth, to 
fearch into their wonders and prodigies, to trace the foot- 
fteps of ancient nations, and the traditions which know 
no origin. 

Mehemet, I am an exile as well as thou : Let us con- 
tinue our former friendfhip in this fiate, and do one ano- 
ther all the good offices we can. As for the misfortunes 
of human life, let us bear them with an equal mind ; for 
they will foon have an end, as well as we ourfelves. 

May God, who in the time of Gog and Magog took 
up from the earth the great Alcoian, and the meets of 
fcience, the black ftone, and the fhrine of Mofes, with 
the five rivers, have thee in his holy protection and custo- 
dy, at the hour of evil, and at all times. 

' Paris, « 6th of the ift Moon, of the Year 1655. 



XIII. — To Kehker Hassan, Bajfa. 

X hou mayeft report it to the Divan for a certain truth, 
that the chief mufti of the Chriftians is dead, which 
puts all the courts in Europe upon new drains of policy. 

He was called Innocent X. after his aflumption to the 
papacy ; for his true name was Pamphilio ; but fome fay 
it has been a cuftom for the popes to change their 
names, ever fince a certain pried was lifted to that digni- 
ty, who was called Bocca de Porco, or Hog's Face. 
He, afhamed of this ignominious name, as foon as he fat 
in the chair of Pejter, afiumed the name of Sergius. Yet 
all his fucceflbrs have not obferved that rale. 

Thefe popes have an authority greater than our prin- 
cipal mufti ; for they are obeyed by kings and emperors ; 
and being efteemed little left than gods on earth» they 
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are Solemnly adored on the day of their coronation, by* 
all the cardinals, princes, prelates, and foreign ambaiTa- 
dors at that time in Rome ; and for that end they are 
feated on the altar, which the Nazarenes call the taber- 
nacle and habitation of their God. 

If I miftake not in my observation, thefe Roman ca- 
liphs afpire at a Sovereignty over all kings and princes : 
They would make that which they call the hierarchy, a 
Superlative independent monarchy, to which all the go- 
vernments in the world mould pay homage, and be Sub- 
ject. 

This puts me in mind of a certain preacher at Naples, 
who, fome years ago, when A donai the Jew was in that 
city, and happened to be prefent m the church, having 
made a very elaborate fpeech to perfuade the people that 
the priefts were Superior to kings, at length he broke out 
into this pallonate exclamation : " O ye Princes of 
Christendom, ye are Pharoahs, and we priefts are your 
gods. O ye Pharoahs obey your gods. Ye can only 
command the creature, but we make the Creator himfclf 
come down on the altars at our pleaSure." This relation 
I had from the Jew, in his travels through Italy ; and it 
is aflerted by fome of their doctors, that the pope has 
not only power to excommunicate the greateft prince on 
earth, but alfo to pull a faint out of paradife, and Send 
him to hell. 

If they could perfuade the Nazarene princes and peo- 
ple to believe they have fuch an exorbitant power, per- 
haps m time they might reduce them to as blind a Super- 
ftition as the ancient kings of Egypt were guilty of; who 
were fo befotted to their priefts, that when he whom they 
cai d the cater, or mailer of the celeftial influences, com- 
manded the king to kill hixnfelf, for that it was the will 
of Heaven, the poor bigottcd monarch durft not difpute 
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the orders he had received, but in fimnk obedience be- 
came his own murderer. 

Thofe Egyptian priefts indeed were mailers of great 
fcience, profound aftrologers, excellent mathematicians, 
and perfectly {killed in the fecrets of natural magic. 
They performed things tranfeending the more commoi 
and obvious works of nature, by which it was eafy to 
ftrike a terror into the hearts of ignorant mortals. But 
as for thefe Nazarene priefts, all that they can boaft of is, 
that they have read the hiftoriea of former times, and are 
able to difcourTe in philofophy, and other fciences, with- 
out having the power to work any prodigies; unlefs thou 
wilt count it one, to keep fo many warlike nations in a 
fervile awe of their authority, with the bare pretence of 
turning a piece «f bread into a god. 

Yet for all this, there are many poor prelates, and other 
ecclefiaftics, who are invefted with empty titles, having 
little or no revenues ; among which the poverty of fome 
is fo remarkable as to become a proverb. Thus, it it 
common in the mouths of the Romans to fay, " The 
Pope's mule fares better than the Bifhop of Orvietto." 

IHuftrious Bafla, live thou in the faith of a muffulman, 
and the favour of the Grand Seignior ; for in that Hate 
thou mayeft defptfe the greateft of thefe ecclefiaftic infi- 
dels. 

Paris, 13th of the 2d Moon, of the Year 1655. 



XIV. — To the Kaimacham. 

I believe the fecretary of the Nazarene affairs takes 
me to be a conjurer, and thinks that I can divine of aH 
the changes and alterations that happen at the Porte ; 
or that I have fome magical glafs, which reprefents to me 
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the continued feries of remote events, with all the tranf- 
a&ions of the imperial court, camp» and city ; or cife he 
would not be fo late in his difpatches, and fend me fuch 
imperreft news. I am forced many times to addrefs my 
letters by gpiefs, not knowing whether the perfon to 
whom I write be in the fame ftation he was a while ago, 
or whether he be among the living or the dead ; whe« 
ther I mould direct my difpatches to Con&antinoplc or 
to the Elyfian Shades. 

My intelligence of the muflulman affairs is many times 
more owing to the French merchants who trade in the 
Levant, or to the expreffes which come from ambauador* 
refidi ng at Constantinople, than to that fecretary, whofe 
care it ought to be, that I mould be timely informed of 
whatever happens in the Ofman empire. 

Surely Kifur Dramelec has fome deirgft upon me, in 
being always thus tardy and negligent. I fcarce hear 
from him once in half-a-year ; whereas he is commanded 
by his fuperiors,* as well as mine, to write to me every 
moon; and then he fends me fuch a lame account of 
things, fuch fragments and ficraps of news, that hi» letters 
need a comment to make them intelligible* 
* About four years ago I modeflly taxed him with this 
neglect, when I had reafon to do it in my own vindica- 
tion to Minezim Aluph, Baffa : But Kifur heard of it, 
and was very angry. He fent me a letter full of invec- 
tives, which I anfwered with a kind of indifference, mix-- 
iag raillery with my jufter refentments. How that work* 
ed on him I know not ; but his refervedneft ever fince 
makes me conclude he ftudies revenge, and that he takes 
this method to accomplifh it, by keeping me as much is 
ignorance, as he dares of the changes and other important 
occurrences at the myfterious Porte. He knows it would 
be -a crime little lefs than capitali not to write to mc at 
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aJK Such » wilful contumacy would ftta%ht proclaim 
him si traitor, fince, among the other inftruéìioae which 
were gwen him with his commiffioB, this charge was nose 
nf the leaft, that Ik fho*M fend frequent intelligence to 
aU Ac Grand Seignior'* agents, whether puMic or private, 
fe the courta of Nazarene Princes. He is fenfibie, that 
foch a; manifeft contempt of fopreme authority would 
abfojutely r*in him.; therefore he goes more fubtily to 
work, for he writes, indeed, but ve*y feldom, and then» 
with cunning artjj$ce, either quite conceal», or at leaft 
&%u.ifc* die mot confideaaWe tra*fa&ions, only filling up* 
Us letter» with trifling ftoriea» and impertinent relations, 
nothing to my purpofe ; thinking by this means to bring 
Qpoa me the diipleafure of the grandees» throqgh tie 
miflakes I may commit fot; want of better a<fccrti£eftaent» 
- $e it how it will, I am dmngely at a loie fomeumes 
what to think, or how to write to my Superiora, or what 
fort of condu& I mould ufe in this place, amidft fo many 
various reports as are continually fpread abroad in Eu* 
rope concerning the affairs of the Sesaglio, the mining' 
city* and other parts of the Ottoman campire ; whilft- this 
Kifur Hill delay* to afcertaia me of any thing. 

I hiaebeea wholly a franger, till within, thofe few 
da.ys> to the fate of the Captain BaiTa, who was ftrangkdr 
about a year ago, fior his cowardice and ill conduca agaio4 
the Venetians.; neither, knew I any thing of the adVenv 
ture and flight of his fons. I was equally ignorant of the 
focceffion of the Bada of Buda, in thjs important com- 
mand, and of many other changes both by fica and land* 

So at prefent here are a thoufand turnout* ftirriag a*. 
bout one thing or other, in the EafL Some my, that 
Chufein Baffa is ftraagled, and that tfae Captain Bafla k 
made Vizier. Anem in his (bead ; others report» that tbja 
firft ninifter was only depofed from that foprettc digai- 
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ty, the fcais being taken from him, but that, neverthelefe, 
be AHI continues to be general of the Saltan's forces in 
Candiaj a third fort affirm, that be intended to turrt 
Cbfliftian, holding a fccret correspondence' with the Pa* 
triarcb of Jerusalem, by wbofe means, and a general re- 
volt of the Greeks, Arraeoians, and other Chriftian , un* 
dtr the Grand Seignior's jurifdiftien, he fought tè betray 
the Ottoman bloody and eiak httnfdf to the empire. 

I am not witting to believe, that fuck monftrons perfi- 
dy cooid enter into the heart xxf that Mfaftrfoa* hero ; yet 
know not how to contradict it, fot want of true advice. 

It is reported alfo, that Signior Capello, the Venetian 
Bailo, or refident at the Happy Porte, has killed bimielf 
with a poniard, being driven to defpair by his long con- 
nnerfrent, and the croei ufage he had received from the 
mufiulmans. God knows whether k be true or no. It 
would be much to my fatisfa&ion to have a particular ac- 
count of all «hefe thing*, and of whatsoever etfe occurs 
worthy of notice ; lor how can I difcharge my truft, 
whAft I am thus kept in the dark ? 

They talk here of a violent piagne that rages in Muf- 
covy, and that above *©o,ooo people have died of it in the 
eky ©f Mofcew only, befides miftions that have been- fwept 
away nr the provinces of that vaft empire. Thofe that 
reafty knWnotlfeemfelves, nor are acquainted with their 
ovm nature, will yet pretend 'to penetrate into the coun- 
cils of the omnipotent, and pronounce this as a judgment 
on tbe Muscovites, £òt the croelties they have committed 
in Baiane. Doubtlefsy the methods of fate are itifcruta- 
bfe. 

•In the ifiettt whfte, we are plagued here with a crew 
of vagabond*, wbom they call Gypfies, or Egyptians ; 
for they£*étend to be descended from that place. They 
fwiWtvp -tólMowii thectmntrf like caterpillars, devour- 
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ing the fruits of the earth. They boaft of a profound 
fkfll in palmiflry, phyfiqgnomy, and other fciences, cheat- 
ing people of their money, under the notion of telling 
them their fortunes. Nobody knows from whence jthey 
come, or whither they go, for they are as uncertain at 
the wind; a naily generation, and the very burden of 
the land. If any creatures be obliged to fhem, it is the 
mice and rats, with whom they feem to be in league ; 
for they kill and eat all the cats they feize on. 

Illuftrious minifter, I pray Heaven defend thee from 
all forts of plagues and vermin, but efpecially from mon- 
fters in human fhape. 

Paris, *6th of the ad Moon, bf the Year 1655. 



XV.— To the fame. 

As I am ajive, thefe gypfies have enchanted me : I can- 
not put them out of my mind * and perhaps it will nei- 
ther be impertinent nor troublefome to give thee a ifar- 
thcr information of them. 

There are fcveral opinions concerning the original of 
thefe vagrants, and they have been thought worthy to be 
inferted into hiftories. Some fay, they came put of Tar- 
tary or Scythia, and that they firft appeared in thefe parts 
about the year 141 7, of the ChrifUans Hegira ; at which 
time they entered into Saxony in troops, having. the paff- 
port of Sigifmund, King of Hungaria, and the fon of 
Charles IV. They had alfo the recommendations of 
divers other princes, who looked upon them as holy per- 
fons, or prophets; for they pretended, that they were 
commanded by God to travel over the whole earth, and 
not to have either houfesor lands* in their own pofleffion ; 
and that this was enjoined them a* a penance to expiate 
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the fin of their anceftors, who, inhabiting Egypt in the 
days of Jefus the Son of Mary, the Chriftians Mefiias, 
refufed to entertain that holy prophet and his mother, 
when, they fled from the perfecution of Herod. 

Others are of opinion, that they came firft out of Pcr- 
£a, and are of the race of thole who adore the fire ; bo» 
ing forced, once in feven years, to make decimations of 
their people, and fend away many caravans, to feek their 
fortune in foreign countries, Perfia not being able to fii- 
fiam their numerous progeny. 

A third fort affirm, that they are the pofterity of the 
ten Jewilh tribes that were carried away captives by SaL- 
manaflar K ng of Affyria. Nobody knows for certain 
what they are, or from whence. They are of fwarthy 
complexions, wrapped up in mantles of cotton or wool ; 
they fpeak feven languages ; profefe three fciences ; obey 
one king or general, who always travels with them. The 
Indians call them Cingari, from a word in their language 
which fignifies a kind of water-fowl, that hath no certain . 
neft, but is forced every night to feek a new lodging ; 
for fo thefe gypfies rove from place to place. The Ger- 
mans call them Zingener, from the word Zindel, which 
is the conftant appellative of the king of thefe ramblers ; 
as Pharoah was of old among the Egyptians, and Caefor 
among the Romans. In many things they referable the. 
Torlakins and Faquirs of the Eaft, boafting of extraordi* 
nary illuminations, and a conftant familiarity with God ; 
though fome learned men among the Nazarenès efteem 
them no better than a crew of cheats and hypocrites, 
even as they do thofe Oriental Santoncs, who, they fay, 
under the mafk of an uncommon holinefs, commit a thou- 
fand villanies. 

God beft knows what judgment is to be made either 
of the one or the other. But thefe Egyptians, as they 
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«ali them, whether the? ar* reafty faek or ao, have «a 
great marks of fanótity, fa that they are very uncka»; 
They feldom or never warn themferres, hoi» like the ratio*, 
wallow in aH mariner of fikhine&, eating prohibited meato» 
and having their womea in common, which: ave the turo 
forces of aH hnpurity. 

At to the Faquirs of the Eaft, they are foia oUdvm 
of the far of abftincace and cleaanefs, whether they he 
atn&lmaM, or the geatBet of India ; and if io other mat- 
ters they may he found faulty, il it wry rase; «adi the* 
ahcy exceed not the choraébar of humanity, which that 
knaweft is by natine prone to error» and sohjrc* to » 
taWfirad finalities and overfighta, We are ail meay and 
Qod does not expecV our conduct to he that of angela* 
Hb arpoie is la himfelf ; and if he takes any compbtency 
fa the things of tke world, it is- in foehoUsng eaary thing 
ad according t* it» natovi The excjuififce form aval 
frnmetfy of a beo, a rpider, ór a pifiaire, with tke ktv 
autable architeciave of the two former, and the admkabl» 
pravidenee of the tatter, may, for aught we knew, afford 
hint as* much delight as the mo& celebrated beauty; 
ftseugtb» foience* and performance» of men $ for h» power 
aad wifóo» are equal*/ manireaV ia aft thiagaw Every 
creature is per£s& ia ita kiadv «al* • wtakad atta* k » 
Hot in the unherfe» 

Woaldft thou know what the WefcroNazateneaaatflMA 
bufy about at this time ? It is the cle&ioa of a new pope» 
Me is to be chofen by the College of Cardinals, who are 
princes of the Roman church* They ave all flint up in a 
place which they call the Conclave* Thia is a certain 
gallery in the palace of the Vatican at Rome, where every 
cardinal has his cell, or apartment by himfelf, having on- 
ly 1 two ferrante to attend him. The conchtr* is tarround- 
ed by the Re-maa. militia, to prevent all intercom fe by 
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letters ok otherwise between tbblfe without am& thole 
within. The edpy difhes which aae forced up At the tv 
Ues of the qardiaak are naieowly searched, ha any let- 
ters ihould be conveyed in them. The 1*& podi froq* 
Rone affare us» that there were no iefc thaa fixty -fix cat» 
dioals thee (hut up, when they left that city.; and thert 
they mjaft. remaiu night and day, without taking the frefh 
air, or feeing aqy body, till they have agceed in their elec- 
tion. There are two phyficiaas, a furgeon, and an apo- 
thecary, (hut up with them to ferve them in cafe of ficfe 
nefs. 

One of the conclaviftt ia the Cardinal de Retz, who 
ffc,ajt*4 <mt of hÌ8,prifoD,m this kingdom, and fled to 
Rome for protection, from whence he fent a letter to 
the archhifhops, and other prelates of France, which be- 
sfcg pre*ounéed a fediti©»* bbet agaibft the king and the 
gtwetBftient* was, in the end of the lad awftn, burnt pub* 
bcly by the king's order, and aE copies of ft probub. 
btted. 

The kjog bat alio feat private fofcroéitens to the 4u»> 
&»al» of bis. party at Rome* to* keep at &fJcV watch opf m 
«heoenduft of de Retz, and to oppoic him ih «D things» 
lietèitf aothieg bit caballing sod intrigue aoktòg tbtfif 
fefakk Tb«y are good at a ftrategCAH and know bat* 
ter he*w to undermine one another, than to foce their ** 
Aenie* in the open- field % wbioh is a character more fnhv 
able to women . then, men ; whereas, thou» knowdt etir 
heroes in the Eatt know no other- way to honour, vièto* 
ry, and empire, than by downright bravery and refolu» 
thro, fabduing all things by the force of their arms. But 
God, when he divided the nations of the earth, and fepav 
rated the fon» of Noah, aligned to every one a different 
dfto&efia&ioA? according to whole influence the genius of 

C4. 
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cacii people is dhpofed. They all obey the dictates ef 
their particular ftars, and the orders of eternal deftiny. 
- T^ierefore, fage minifter^fince Mars is the planet of the 
fon* of ifmael, and the afcehdant ©f the Ottoman empire; 
there is no need that We ihould turn apoftate* from the 
ftar of our «better fortune, to court the glances of Mercu- 
ry, who is only the guardian of knaves and cheats* 
Paris, a 6th of the »d Moon, of the Year 1655* 
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fcETTER L— To Cara VÌAÌ\yPhyficiari to the Grand 

' Seignior. ' 

X okMEKL* I could have written to thee with as much 
freedom as I could to Egri Boinou, (on whom reft the 
favours rof God) or as I can new*, to Dgnet Oglou, to * 
my brother Pefteli Hali, or to any of my familiar friends : 
But when I confide* the eminent ftation thou pofleffeft, 
jp that the health and life of the mighty emperor is now 
committed to. thy Utili and care, I am many times at a 
ftand how to addrefs myfelf. Methioks thou art tinctur- 
ed with the majefty of that perfonage, whofe . hand thou 
fo often haft the honour to touch, when required to dif- 
cover, by the beating of his pulfe, the interior maladies 
which aifiid his royal fouL Yet I know thou ftill re- 
taineft,thy humanity, and wilt not defpife thofe whom 
thou haft once thought worthy of friendfhip. 

Suffer me then to converfe with a philofophic free- 
dom, that is, in an addrefs void of formalities and r$« 
ferves. 

I know it is of no import whether Mahmut be fick or 
well, provided the Grand Seignior be ferved. What 
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fignify the languiming pains or more acute agonies of a 
flave» fo long as he is able to carry on his matter's hue* . 
reft ? We are not born for ourfelve* only» but, by the 
very condition of our nature» are obliged to coafecrate 
our lives to the fervice of others* It is a reciprocal debt, 
from which no mortal is free. Every man owes fomev 
thing to his relations, more to his friends, but moft of aH 
to the public. 

Therefore I make no complaints of my lot, nor mur- 
mur at the will of deftiny. I accufe not the liars of my 
nativity, nor tax them with unkindly afpects ; but am 
contented with my fortune, be it good or bad, and refign- 
ed to the pleafure of Heaven. 

As nature has framed my body infirm and weak, fub* 
je& to a thoufand maladies, fo is my mind alfo haraffed 
with diftempers which have no number. But, above all, 
I labour under a kind of intellectual fever, a perpetual 
thirft of knowledge, which all the books and converfc.in 
the world cannot fatisfy. There is no end of nvy doubts 
and fcruples; every thing appears to me as ambiguous as 
the anfwers of the Delphic Oracle; nay, I am a perfect 
riddle to myfelf. 

Tell me, dear Hali, how I mould cure this dropfy of 
the mind, and I will not trouble thee with the inconfider- 
able difeafes of my body* I have a high, opinion of you 
phyficians, and (hall put more confidence in thy advice 
than in the Tefta of the Muftu Conceal not thy art 
from Mahmut, who. admires thee with a refpect equal to, 
that which he pays to the memories of A vice», Al' Rafci, 
Helal, and the reft of thofie excellent phyficians, mention? 
ed in our Arabian hiftories. 

And now thefe ornaments of our nation are come into? 
my mind, permit them to divert me from faying or think- 
Wg any more of myfelf at prefent ; for it wil^ be better. 

ci 
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to torti the difctvurfe to fnch ilkritriora theme». At worft, 
it will be but an innocent digfeffion. 

In pending the lives of tfeofc famous men, I rrtect with 
fome paffeges which are very delightful. Pet haps thou> 
haft fee» the ferae ; yet it wfH do thee no> hart to caH 
them again to thy remembrance. 

I have read in a certain mantrferipf?* peftfréd by Ibra- 
him- the fon of Helah, a renowned phyfician at Bagdat»> 
this memoir of his father? " Or a certain day, fays he, 
that my father had arfmmiftered phyfic to the Emperor 
Tuzan, for Which he was presented with a royal veft, re- 
warded with five thetrfand piaftres, and by the emperor's- 
command was carried through the ftreeta m ffcate, 1 oh- 
ferved that he was pen five amidft all thofir honours, and 
troubled in mind, when f thought he had greateft reafbit 
to rejoiee: Themfore I faid to him, My fafchery how 
N comes It to pafs, that you are thus deje&ed at a time 
when aH the w*rld expe&s to fee you difbfotd in- pica*- 
lure ? He airfwered, Son, he that has beibowed Ihefe 
honours on me is a fool, and 1 dots- things prtpeftf retifiy, 
without reaftm; and therefore 1 cannot rejoice at t&efe 
tmtimely favoars he has mowed m*> being ftnfihfe thty 
a;re not the ellééts of his judgment, but of» Hi» ignorance» 
1 gave him at cathartic potion, which wwfted fovftrongly 
with him, that it excowated his bowels, and iwoughftlotfafc 
bloòd | fo that 1 was force* to ufe a different method, 
both to remove his diftemper, and- flop the violent flu*. 
Tkk the mean wM*, he jgnoraifcry believing that the voi& 
ing of fo much blood procured him the prefect eafa audi 
health he feek> therefore ordered thef* honours to he done 
me which thou fèeft. Now that which fiuhknr rm, ivmf 
ftar, left fome time or other, he may through feta igne^ 
ranee commit «rgteat aa enw an ti» cantmy M» y a*è 
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fofpeft that I have done him an injury, when these it ftp 
ground far it, and fo put me to death/' 

Telline, my friend, had not this phyfician reafon for 
his behaviour and words ? He was a man of great, abili* 
ties, accomplished with divers feiences, and in high eileeai 
wkh the princes and nobles of Arabia. 

It were worth thy pains to perufe frequently the lift 
of Avicen, written by htmfelf, wherein thou wilt behold 
the methods hr u&d to acquire a profound flctU in the 
sciences : How he was at firft puzzled in the metaphy- 
fict, and was alraoit driven to defpatr» till a dream unfold- 
ed to him whatfoever was difficult* When he Was at a 
lofs ùr airy difquiikiott y he ufcai to frequent the «vo£oues> 
and pour forth devont and frequent oriforos to the Source 
ttf iatelie&tBd Hght* tail the thing was manifefted to him. 
He fat up late at nights, having a lamp perpetually bum- 
jog ii) his chamber, applying himfelf attentively to hook* 
and contemplation. This was his oOurfe* till he was coo- 
emanate in all the liberal feknees» wkioh was in tfaf» . 
eighteenth year of his age. 

But of all the phyficians whofe names adorn our hiftq- 
17, «oft» bonis cqsaparable to Thahct Eb'n Abtthim, for 
fe's fteBi in saoK&Jy indicating the eauies of a diilemper> by 
the diStraafc osoafàits ©£ the pulfc Abal Pharai, hjs 
contemporary and .friend, writes thus of him ; " On a 
ocrtaiji day, (Jay* he) when. I was with Thabet Eb'n 
Abraham tf Harrasa, io the .houfc of Abu Mohamjaed . 
the Viaiciy Abu Adalla Ebno'l Hejai the poet, being there 
«H», reached far&hi* band to Thabet, defirjng him to 
4M his pwUc. To wbpfB the.phyfiaian forthwith replied, 
Thou bail ufed a gnofe diet» and been intemperate in eat- 
sag four milk with veaL-^The other anfwering, that if. 
«as tpue> andr aty the coajpaay, adinjring, Abu'l Abbas 
the a&afoger alfe reached forth his hand. Sot when 

c« r 
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Thabet had felt his pulfe, Thòu, faid he, haft committed 
an excefs in taking too much of cold things ; for, as I 
judge, thou haft eat about eleven pomegranates. Imme- 
diately Abu'l Abbas cried out, This is a prophet certain- 
ly, and more than a phyfician, for he fpeaks the truth to 
a tittle. Every body was aftonifhed at his wondrous 
knowledge, and I more than all the reft: Wherefore, 
when I had him alone, I faid, My dear Thabet, the ftu> 
dy of phyfic is common to us both ; therefore hide no* 
thing from me, but difcover freely by what art you were 
able to tell, that the poet eat four milk with veal, and not 
as well with beef or mutton ; and that the aftrologer eat 
no more nor lefs than eleven pomegranates. He anfwer- 
ed, My mind fugge (led this to me, and prompted my 
tongue to utter it. Then I defired him to {how me the 
fcheme of his nativity, which he did at his own houfe ; 
and confidering it attentively, I obferved, that the planet 
Jupiter was lord of the horofcope. Then I faid to hkn* 
It is this fpeaks, my dear friend, not you, fo often as you 
make thefe fortunate conjc&ures." — Thus far Abu'l 
Pharai. 

God knows whether the ftars have any fuch influence 
on men in their birth or no. I am not very credulous in 
this point ; nor can the authority of the ancients, or the 
chara&er of the Perfian and Chaldean Magi captivate my 
mind in an implicit faith of things fo liable to doubt. 
Who knows what the ftars are made of, or for what ends 
they are created ? Yet I muft own, that fome men feem 
to be born with inherent faculties, which others can never 
acquire with all the art and induftry in the world. One 
man. is of a poetic _conftitution ; another is genially in- 
clined to phyfic ; a third excels in mechanics*; every ma* 
has his peculiar gift ; and yet, perhaps, all this while, the 
ftars have nothing to do- in the matt». BawewtyiC 
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there be any truth in aerology, the Peruana, Chaldeans, 
Arabians, and Indians, fcem to be the only men of all 
nations, conitellated to underftand this fcieace pcrfedtly. 
One knows not what to think, amidft fo many appear- 
ances of truth and faifehood ; nor can our thoughts be of 
any great import, be it how it will in thefe fpeculative 
matters. At the day of judgment, we (hall not be alk- 
ed, what proficiency we have made in logic, metaphytics, 
aftronomy, or any other fcience ; but, whether we have 
lived according to our nature, as men endowed with mo- 
rality and reafon. In that hour, it will more avail us, that 
we have thrown a handful of flour in charity to a ned 
of contemptible pifmires, than that we could mufter all 
the hofts of Heaven, and call every dar by its proper 
name. For then the conftellations themfelves (hall difap- 
pear, the fun and moon (hall give no mote light, and all 
the frame of nature fliall vanifh ; but our good and bad 
works (hall remain for ever recorded in the archives of 
eternity. 

" If from this manner of writing thou (halt conjecture I 
am melancholy, and wilt alfo reveal the caufes and reme- 
dy of this dhtemger, thou (halt be more to me than a 
thoufand Avicens, Helals, Thabets, or all the phyficians 
and aftrologcrs of the Eaft ; for thefe kind of thoughts 
are mournful as the (hadow of death. 

Paris, 23d of the 4th Moon, of the Year 1655. 



II.— To Afis, Baffa. 

1 know not whether thou wilt praife or condemn the 
fcntence which the Elector of Saxony pronounced not • 
long ago on a poor fellow for killing a deer. Yet, be- 
Muìe tjpte isfomcthing very fingular jn it,. I will relate 

2 
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the whole paffage, a* I received it from Hatha» Be» Sad- 
di, the Jew at Vienna. 

In the moon ofjCheiml, a certain citizen- of .Wirtem- 
berg was accufed before the ele&or, for hunting hi has 
foreft, and kiflfng one of his deer : The cfake, m a rage, 
commanded hint to be fet upon a fta#, his hand» chained 
to the horns, and his feet under the belly of the beaft, or- 
dering that the ftag, with this burden, mould be let 
loofe, to run whither he would. The poor frightened 
ftag, not being accuftomed to Aseh a load, and terrified 
with the rattling of the chains* ran aw-ay full fpeed ov<t# 
hiHs and dales, through thickets of briars and thorns, ne- 
Ter ftopptng till he had mea&red above tbree-aneU thirty 
German leagues, and then tired with fo vaft a rae«, He 
fell down ; at which inftant, a caravan was coining, by 
that place out of Silefta* 

The poor wretch on the back of the ftag, alraoft dead 
with the pains he had undergone, in fo oontiaued and vi- 
olent a motion, being alfo forely bruifed, and his ftefl» 
torn and mangled by ffce boughs of free** aa the ftag 
rufhed through' thick woods* cried aloud to the caravan, 
begging that fome of them would in -mercy difpafceh hit» 
out of his torments ; but they, either for fear of tfctf 
duke's difpleafore, or fo* other reaforis, refafedr hai» alai» 
kindnefs ; fo that after the ftag had refttd a while, ana 
recovered new (pints* he began a fté(h career ; a*4 never 
ceafed running till he arrived at a certain monaftery or 
convent of religious, where he beat againft the gate with 
his horns, till fome of the denrife* opened it» and let him 
in. They, aftoniihed to fee a man thus pinioned to a ftag, 
his face, arms, legs, and all his body covered tritìi bloody 
and himfelf ready to expire, immediately brought htm» 
cdrdlals and other refrefhnient^, whflft fame were tfsnplojb 
ed ijk looting his Chain* y bite being infontìe^by ] 
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mouth how he came into this condition» thajr negante 
think of turning him loofe again, for fear of the duke 1 * 
anger. However, filtering themfelvea to be overcome by 
the importunity of the miferabk mom, and relying on their 
ecclefiaftk privileges (for here in the Weft the convent • 
are generally allowed fancluariesfoT all forts of offender*), 
they took him into their protection •> but he expired that 
night. 

It is hard to determine, whether the duke or thefe der* 
vifes were in the right or wrong : The French, who of 
kte have by * fafltion learned to grow obdurate, juftffy 
the proceedings of this prince ; faying, that pity is a paf. 
fion fit^nly for women, children, and fools : They eftcem 
it a mark of a great fptrit, a mind capable of empire, not 
to be moved with the fighe or tears of the miferable, but 
to frown or laugh at the misfortune» of others» This, 
they fay, is the only method to harden men for war, con». 
quell, and plunder, whtre the viétort are to cut theht way 
fcr honour and* riches through the hearts of the vanquish»» 
ed, to quench the ardent third of glory wkh human 
blood, and to celebrate their triumphs only in the midà 
of horrid mai&cres and fonerai*» 

It is true, thefe principles- and anions ave allowable hs 
men of the fword, when they fight the battles of their 
king and country in heat of blood : Bat clemency and 
oompafBoa are virtues becoming the gatate ft prince, or 
soft valiant getterai, when their enemies are reduced^ by 
the fortune of war, to Jtife the dull -of their fctt, and beg 
sbr mercy % c*, when in time of peace, their Aibjecl* fall 
kno a «rtme wbkh may admit > of indulgence. Certainly 
thefe WeJtern fnHdets have wrong «otfcrifs of hutnaoity, 
iff aflertiflgv thai cruelty k either a fign of a notte nature, 
era flop to true happinefe ; fince the* ntoft hard-hearted 
tyrant, «ne time or other, will have need of compaffiott 
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htmftif; efpeciaUy in ficknefe» and the agonies of death, 
which perhaps prove more tormenting to him, than to 
the merciful and generous. It is recorded of Al Hejai 
Eb'n Hefha'm, a famous Arabian captain, that when in 
a malignant fever, he called for water to drink, and it was 
denied him by the* phyficians who had the care of his 
health : " It is enough, (faid he) Rueno'ddaula, once my 
lieutenant, to whom I forgave three trcafons, and who 
died a natural death, has refreftied me at this minute with, 
a liquor unknown ; fare it is the wine of paradife." And 
from that moment he began to recover his health, after 
which he lived many years, often rehearing this paffagc 
among his familiar friends to his lad day» 

But the infidels are either ignorant of thefe examples, 
or, if they know them, pride will not fuffer'tbem to learn 
morality and juftice. They are deftined, the greatest 
part, to be incredulous to the day of judgment. How 
many prophets has God fent into all nations, to teach 
them the right way, and not the way of fuch with whom 
he is difpleafed ! Yet they will not be converted : They 
look on the apoftles and meflèngers of the Eternal, with 
the eyes of fwine ; they grant under the burden of their 
ienfuality, and like thofe filthy animals return to their 
mire 'again. Yet that fupeiiatively Merciful winks at 
their frailties, and vifits'them with his graces every -morn* 
ing i ,but-they put their fingers in their ears, and turn a* 
way in- diidam» as from a beggar; they reject the King of 
all things, as a fugitive and vagabond on earth. 

From that dele&able Efience, the odour of whole fweet- 
nefs is diffufed through the elements, and refreshes the 
minds of the true faithful, let us, by continual devotion 
and virtue, attract divine tinctures, till our hearts be aU 
transformed into kcenfe, and in this aromatic pile, out 
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fouls expire like the phoenix, to revive again in tb£ joy* 
of paradife, in amour* which know no end. 

Paris, 8th of the 5th Moon, of the Tear 1655. 



III. — To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew, at Vienna. 

1 wonder, at nothing, jnuch lefs at the extravagant ca« 
prices of tyrants. Methinks there appears no novelty in. 
modern tranfa&ions ; they are but a repetition of ancient 
practice*, under new foro»* Of all the eyepts of this age* 
not one has come 10 my knowledge which gives me a fur* 
prife : yet I muft f confefs r< thei;e is fomething very ungo» 
lar in the punithmeat the Duke of Saxony infli&ed, as 
tfcy lettejp, t«lU me, -oik the . pqpr . deer*ftealer. And. if it 
be juft to put a man to death on fuch an, account, as. the 
Indians hold, the duke feems very ingenious. and accurate, 
io the choice he made of an, executioner. . , 

The ancient Romans had. a law which they called Lex 
Talionis, which in all criminal cafes appointed the pu* 
uilhuietkt 40 he in fonie circumiUnces adequate to the 
fault ; and, thou, knoweft Mofes your lawgiver left much 
the feme ftatutes;- requiring, the lofs of the eye. 4 of lùm 
who had put another man'» out, a tooth for a tooth, an 
arm for an awn, and fo proportionally of other injuries, t 
But this prince feems tu have made a fupplement, where; 
thefe laws appeared ihort ; and has fhpwed a moll; exqui» 
lite nicenefs of revenge • in the deliiny of the unfortunate 
huntfman, to caufe a ftag to he ia fo peculiar a . manner 
the inftrument of his death, who had villanoufly murder- 
ed one of the- fame fpecies : Doubtlefs it was a princely 
freak of jullice ; and had it been done purely to avenge 
the blood of the Slaughtered bead, and not in vindication 
of his own right, I could not forbear to pronounce it 
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a ftotie woorfcy of* hero. B«t lie hhafcJf is^tapeaily 
guilty of the feme kind of mwdeit, a* -are-* iwoft of th» 
great men in £0*090» wkofe tabka arc no ether than- the 
altars of gluttony, fmokiag with ftefh and blood, whtlft 
hecatomb* of animals are there fe£ffftee£ tó ?OFàefetft apt 
petite* the idol* of shed Wtftem people. 

Methtnks, therefore, it had been more generous and 
fcrcottiflg a prince, to pardo* the poor felh&w a theft; 
which perhaps wa>the only method he had la prefetto 
Jnttfexr and? hit family non 1 ! tuurtìo^ $ ted fot aOght J 
know, k* iró at inuéh -right, according tothelawof nai 
lure, to k» a flag, as rke owner has. Btrt there k **V 
talk to be mat$e of Tight *©r wrong, wheUÉ poofcf -over* 
voietaii* 

• Indiar huat prefent the only pnbHc «foeatre of jdtic* 
towards all Jitmg creatures : There it it * &epittA*rkaè 
to filed Hie Wood of stay animai, and punifliedwkhf death* 
no lefs than the murder of a man. fhe prince» «né no* 
Met indeed iociofe èc^r f and other hrftoeenf creature* in 
parks, not with a» de&gn to prey upon tbem at 4herr plea* 
Arre, butto defend the» rrotts the vfoienee of **h**t $ 
whflft thofe happy amtnaV range *n*V feed whore the? 
pleafe tntbin tbofe pales, rVfeefrowt perii* aawoeter fear* 
jag any other death* fate that rhey pay to notare, whew 
Ifeey have fpun oat the tceuftomed -ten» of their 1Mb» 
They atfo build hofpitab for a like porpofe ; **ò are afe 
* great charge every year to redeem a certain? number of 
oxen and cows from fhmghter ; for they eftèem ft o bar* 
barons and inhuman cruelty to murder tbofe creatore* 
which are the riurfes of our life. 

The law of Mofes, if I miftake not, obliges air of thy 
nation to certain fpecific tenderness toward the dumb 
animals. And Eefa the prophet, a man of no obfeure 
cxtra&, but of a noted race among the Hebrews, fey*, 



" He that kflleth an ox, is as if be few a noi ; and he 
that facrificeth a larab, at if be beheaded a dog* 19 And 
jo anotbe* fiaee too £*** pft$hs* i*pn> >ia> «he- jtrfan of 
God, « To *bat pin-pafc b tb« nwihiiodtof j#«r fe*** 
Bcfto mei 1 a*offendecfr wàh tfeefea»fceo6ycwboiatt- 
o&ringa, and a oafc a to è «Or At farli tf broiled fa* 
1 take ■* diligi* k thè blood -of Wh, ban**» " #*»* 
Who hatb Teqidw^lhcfc thing* at year hand* ì Baiaf a* 
«me «aia oUanioan, which 97 foal htttth." 
. By thofc o»pr«f3jBa»v «as woaU think the p»pfcat 
bang» am Go^dc^h^tbat ene* be cow winded a»? An* 
feriiott, or Jaoading afbiood, and p*a% eftio g ajtioft 4 
it an aboaàiank** Whcfavtfaaw it the tepotatiftn oftbo* 
writings which go oade» the name 0/ Atofe» ? for iatheat 
tbe& bloody wdkkn^ are tipte&iy enjaiacd. God cannot 
be fiontradàftoey **« binrfetf. Eoabtlefa, a great part of 
the true hnwwrnkh Goàgaae tq Moira, was loft m the 
faeanweaaitweks of yoor «ation* adieu your cities and 
prottiooat went oafeo diipcoplcd, yoar fevers led awaji 
by the va&orJ<me monarch* of the EaJfc, and your ehoicaai 
nwrnoba ahohaSedt fo that, what remains now ie only è t 
aofc flh n i of fragments patched . up by E£dra» and othet 
bduftrioua tribes, to whieh. tbey gave the fpecioos tithl 
of the kw of Moats, that fa they «might fiate» the wa* 
aertng people ia obedience lo fotnetiuag* tboagb of their 
«wodevifing. 

; Nathan* I ib» not got about to £aiocotbet» Examine 
ah* things ; believe neither aw nor tira own labbia! but 
truft only thy *cafo% which wift Aand by thee at lb* 
day of judgment, when alLthinge elfe ihall fail* 

Paris, Stb of the jth Moon, of the Year 1655* 
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IV.— -To Dgebe Nafir, Baja. 

J. he se Nazarenes, like the followers of the prophet, 
are divided into innumerable feds ; and fo it is in all re- 
ligions. Men cannot think alike ; nature itfelf delights 
in variety. God has diverfified the faculties of our fouls, 
as he has the conftitutions of our bodies : The zealot is 
fubjeét to choler, the bigot to melancholy ; the libertine 
is of a fanguine complexion ; and as for the reft, they 
are but fo many walking fpeaksng lumps of phlegm. 
This is the phy ficai divifion of mortals ; under which arc 
comprehended the various tempers which refult from the 
different mixture of thefe four radical principles ; and 
for this we muft thank Galen and Hippocrates. 

But if -we confult the aftrologers, they will affign as 
many d fferent humours and complexions as tkere be ftars 
so the heavens, at leaft as there be conftellations. They 
will tell you of the bull and the bear, and God knows 
what heavenly ftoriea : The dragon (hall fpit venom on 
one man's nativity out of his mouth, and givt. another 
a poifonous lick with his tail. If we believe all they fay, 
there is not an herb in the field but has its particular 
ftar, whofe influence caures it to grow, and profper; 
though Mofes tells us that all the vegetables appeared 
on the earth even before the ftars themfelves had their 
exigence in the heavens. 

But whether there be any truth in aftrology or nò» this 
is certain, that men differ in their fenttments of religion 
as they do in their faces. The phyfiognomy of faith is 
infinitely various ; one man believes in Mofes, another in 
Jefus the Son of Mary, a third in Mahomet our holy 
lawgiver. Then thefe are fubdivided into innumerable 
parties; the Jews have feventy eminent religious factions; 
there are numbered feventy-aad-one feds of Chriftians ; 
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and feventy-two of muffulmans. Thefc are all at odAs 
about words and the exterior ceremonies ; ìo zealous for 
charity and peace, that they are in perpetual wars for its 
fake, murdering one another in the love of God ; and 
fuch flout champions for the truth, that they fcruple not 
to tell ten thoufand lies in its defence. 

The differences between the Greek and Armenian Na- 
zarene», the Neftorians and Jacobites, with other fecis of 
the Eaft, are not unknown to the minifters of the Porte. 
But perhaps thou art a ftranger to the newer fchifms of 
the Weft. 

The mod eminent divifion of Chriftendoxn, at this 
time, is into catholics and proteftants : The former obey 
the Roman mufti, and boaft of an uninterrupted ferie? 
of caliphs from Peter the vicar of the Meffias down to 
the prefent.pope ; the latter are the followers of Luther 
and Calvin, men who pretended to certain -new lights^ 
and claimed a right to reform the errors of their fathers 
in matters of faith and worfhip. God beft knows who 
is in the right or wrong of thefe two parties ; but they 
have always been at daggers-drawing in defence of their 
feveral tenets, perfecuting and maflacring one another for, 
confeience fake, Botri u4es «appeal to the written law, 
to apoftolical traditions, to the teftimony of the ancients, 
the decrees of councils, and the practice of thofe whom 
they call the primitive church ; yet neither part will al- 
low the other a fufEcient judgment to interpret thofe 
memoirs of antiquity, nor an authentic power to decide 
controverfies of this nature. Thus their difputes are 
like to laft till the final day of decifion, when . all human 
quarrels mall be determined before the grand tribunal. - 

In the mean time,, they take all advantages to execute 
their fpite and malice on each other, under the notion of 
juftice and.piety. We are daily alarmed here with tra 
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g&al relation» of 'tetrid anudm and butdwrit* commit- 
ted on «he pooteifcatrta of Piedmont, and other partswa- 
dkr the Duke of Savoy ; whiiil fomt lay that «ft tbcfe 
report» «re faHe r and the ftttierirtgs of thofe people are, 
accodtag «o law, the due punishment of their rcbelliona 
anions. 

It h not m iny power to adjiyft their differences ; nor 
is it material to a mo&tlmaa which of them has tike law 
on their fide? Yet if I were inclined to take afty part, it 
fhoald he that of the oppreifed* Oaeky I abhor, and 
our holy Prophet has forbid force to be ufed in matte** * 
of religion, fmce the con faience h ve^poafible to «one 
hot God* 

May that God, fro» whofe unity hate fftfimg ail the 
different elTence* in the world* and ail the variety m na- 
tare, give «a grace to love the whole creation, and not to 
(bed blood unleft h» the fftercd combat. 

Paris, 13th of the 6th Moon, of the Year 16*55. 



V. — To William Vospel, a Reclufe of Auftria. 

1 had concluded thee dead, tail thy letter certified me 
to the contrary. So long a filéncc between friend» woald 
put any ma»' upon the feme theoght»» Ten years have 
(lipped away between my laft t» thee and thy anfwer. I 
hope thou doft not meaferc time after the rate of the fe- 
ven flecpers. Perhaps riwu haft hecti enjoined a tea 
yeaw filence, and abftinence ft otti- all manner of conrer* 
fation, by th» fopcrior ef thy convent : 8ueh feverrtiea 
are not uncommon in religions focieties» where- the man* 
bttfìnefa is tx> acquire perfe&ion. The Armenian motm- 
fleriee are much more rigid* where, bat for <one extrava* 
gant word, I kwe knowa, * man's tongue looked np for 
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the {jpfcee of two,wtti^we«ty years» uritiàrjnm rf Wttm» 
munJcatioa, and then rcleafed only lor tfee fake of a meft 
figniftcant jeft put on the patHancb m urate ftgos. Wit 
witì find a way to vent ttfelf, though it fee at the finge*» 
ends ; and for aught 2 know, thou haft oè%cd thy afe* 
bot to take off thy ceafure by the like method. Tfem 
was abundance of fatire m the fubfarmaticm of the ao* 
ciewt Romana, and oo kfa rhetoric ia the femg or gri- 
mace of the modero Italiane ; the mimics of Scaramouch* 
are a perfe& lampoon and Harlequin k featflefque all 
over. 

Thou kneweft I always entertain thee wkfe one frivo- 
lous difcourfc or other to divert thy melancholy, and thy* 
own letters give me encouragement : They feem to be 
written in a pleafent humour. But tell aw, have I gnefied 
right at the caufe of fo tedious a refetvednefs or no ? 
Haft thou been forced all this while to Speak with thy 
hands, feet, no fe, and the emphatic motions of thy head 
and eyes ? If it were to 9 I fancy thou wcrt excellent 
company among thy grave phlegmatic brethren, and ih % 
fair way to underftand the language of the beafts, who 
fey curvetting, creeping, leaping, rriiking their tails, and* 
other pofturei, exprefs their various paffiòns, delires, and 
necefikiea, as intelligibly to thofe who are ufed to them, 
as we «an do by the mod elegant addrefies in words. 

Bat to be ferious : If for the fake of virtue this pe- 
fianee fee iropofed on thee by him who» prefides over thy 
convent» or thou haft voluntarily undertaken fo difficult 
a part of felkdeniai, on the fcore of philofbphy or reli* 
gion, thou haft approved thyfclf wife and brave in not 
flinching.. A coward in. religious matters is as defpicable 
as in the engagements of the world : It is honourable to 
fece temptations, and come off with victory. 

4$ for wfea* thou defoeft to k»ow coBceemng the fe- 
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pulclire of King Childeric, it is efteemed a piece of great 
antiquity, in regard he was the fourth monarch of France* 
fee reigned over the Gauls or Franks in the, year 458» 
Severus being emperor of Rome, Severinus and Dega* 
laiphus confuls. Yet in little more than three yeara he 
was Mepofed, and banilhed by his fubjc&s, whilfl iEgi* 
dius, a Roman, was crowned in his ftead. Neither did 
this man pleafe the people fo well, but that after fonie 
experience of his oppreuion, avarice, and other vices» they 
expelled him alfo, and recalled their lawful fovereign ; 
for JEgiòìus had vexed them with unreafonable taxes» 
fleecing them of many millions, which he privately fent 
out of the kingdom, difpofing of this vaft treafure at 
Rome, and' among his friends in other parts, as a fupport 
àgainft future contingencies ; for 'he looked for fome 
Back-blows of fate. Childeric therefore being reftored 
to his crown, enjoyed it till his death, which was in the 
^ear 484 ; after whom fucceeded in the. kingdom Clo- 
ófovaeus the Great, who was the firft French king that* 
embraced Chriftianity. ». 

* The time when Childeric's tomb was firft difcovered 
was about two years ago, when the cathedral of Tour- 
ftay wanted reparation ; for, as the labourers were dig- 
ging up the old char nel- houfe, they encountered a long 
ftone, which giving them fome fatigue, they broke in 
pieces, and found under it the entire fkeleton of a man, 
lying at length, with abundance of Greek medals o£ 
£old, and fome other curiofities of the fame metalj among 
which was a ring with this motto : 

SIGILLUM CHILDERICI REGIS. 

#r 

All thefe relics were at firft poflefled by the canons of 

that church where they were found, of whom they were 
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begged by* the Archduke of Auttria, who lias them in 
Ms ctiftody. Therefore thofe v/ho told thee they are i« 
the King of France's hands were mifinformed themfelvetj 
or designed to abnfe thee ; for this cannot be fuppofetl 
during the prefent wars between France and Spain, when; 
they are more ready on both (idles to plunder one an- 
other, than to grant civilities of thiV obliging nature. 

I perceive thou art grown a great antiquary ; ani 
therefore, in token of my efteem, I have fent thee a ca- 
binet of fuch old things as I have fcraped together in mj 
travels, and during my refidence in this city. 

The agates which you will find in the uppermoft 
drawer may cafily be dated by their figures, which are 
all after the fafhion of gentile Rome. As for the fhelk 
in the fecond, I leave them to thy. own judgment ; only 
this I wiB fay, that they are not common. The third 
contains a mifccUany of feveral antiques ; the knivea 
were ufed by the ancient Roman priefts in their facri- 
fices ; the weights are at leaft twelve hundred years old» 
t/y the parallels which I have feen in the king's library $ 
the rings are alio of the Parthian make ; and the arrow 
to which they are fattened retains its Oriental venom t# 
this hour, as thou wilt find by trying it on any animal 
that deferves it. But after all, the lowermoft drawee 
contains nothing but counterfeits ; for thofe medals are 
the work of Parmezan, the fineft engraver in the world. 
tf thou knoweft not his character, I will tell thee in a 
word : He was famous for imitating fo exactly the moft 
ancient medals, that the tranferipu could not be difcera* 
cap even by the moft fkilful artifts, from the originals. 

Accept thefe with the famo good will as I did whe* 
tfeey were prefented to me,and teB me wherein elfe I cam 
gmtify thy wiflies. 
Y*« «hoiaftiet are infinitely happy in the advantages 
Vol. V. 9 
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of retirement and tranquillity ; you arc free from the 
cares which molcft other mortals ; the bell rings yen) c to 
grayer» and to y.ourrepaft ; you have nothing elfe to Re- 
gard but your contemplations and ftudies, ^aayg^c^, 
Jights have fprung froifi your various orders ; and I tcJi 
tk*e, Father William, the world will be, dilflppointed if 
thou fhoujdeft .prove a dark lantern., and only be wife 
f>rthyfclf! . . ... , t . , '; ., , 

Psjw, ifth.of the 4th Moan, oftbe Year 1655. 
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Jjy the found which the fun makes at his* going down, 
I fwear I was not miftaken in the idea I baftof J^by jgg, 
ncrofity*; and the difpatch with which, ,.^0$ ^ft w fe^- 
noured the flave Mahmut, confirms, me in a peife$ kfp- 

rjty of- thy favour and prote&ion* « ^ 

I (hail with exquifite diligence obeyiby orders 4 bp£ 
it cannot be attempted wiUaoutvfft Juflas, oflfftóroft» 
And if I may be thought, worthy, to gjyo^adTie^^o^my 
(uperiors,. the moft . effectual jyay to acjspmphfl} .ibia will 
fce, by fending one of the principal minifters t to this court 
with a fplendid cmbaffy ; for this ypung : t$ag exj^flft 
Very honourable addrefies from all who feel tfcs jajpre in- 
timate friendship,; therefore a chiaus, would_fee flight^! 
on fuch an occafion, and jpar all ;$*&}&*$&•■*- 1 VWM 
counfel, that fomebodybe fent who j^rfe6Uy ui^efftfl^ii 
the genius of the FrencB, and the pajDcufer, a^^cfCa^fc 
dinal Mazzini.,. . # ^ j; _; ... j „^_ 

^ Under the prpte&ion of fuch a ( #ne> I /hould bo aWe» 
without hazard of a difcovery, to adì: aljj&afe if^lV^flSttJ» 
to carry on this defign wjtb gQqd./utf cfrr_ . JHttP J*& •• 
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lyundàace fcf néfcdy txmrtiérs, on wham gold will- have* 
«frowerful influence ; but neither I in perfot», nor any one 
whom I (hall depute, can make tech/tenders, 4ód«{* theft 
vrere here fome known public amhaffador from the Grairf 
-Seignior to countenance the bùfméfs^ fòn otfcerwlfevk 
will prefen^y be whifperedji thaft fonie private agent k»lii 
here incognito ; they will ftart a theuiand chimeras «£ 
jealoufy, and fo I may run the hazard of a fecond /iraV 
prifonment, when the cardinal {hall call to mind the^oc- 
cafion of my firft. All that I can then fay of my being 
a Moldavian, will find no credit $ and it w31 be no Iefa 
than a miracle, if. they do not expofc me to a Scrutiny 
for the mark of circumcuion, which if it be found, all 
i» betrayed and ruined* 

I do not vahae the puniflunents they- wilLintiieb <on me, 
nor the Jofs of my life ; but I dread the more important 
eotifequettces of fach a cftfcoVeiry ; the unmàikiag the fé* 
*r*ts of *fcel Grand Seignior to infidelfc 

Thcfe are the chief reafons I have to ^ffei -'in behalf 
^o£an honourable embafiyt v As tò the- perfon* whom thou 
4ftftfc think fit to employ in fo glorious a-truft, -I will net 
|^fon*«ht<> *dd : anything to what I have-faid already^; 
that he he a man of experience in the .French alfefaj, 
w*B vetted 4ri*lie knowledge òf ehrifl&n policy, the d* 
iet*tt idCe^efttì'of'thfe cdarts of Europe, and one that 
cia^ly'feiàwiwIiàt-advìRnfage to make of the newpe^te; 
for after long debate», tf*e cardinals hare at hribekaed 
one^ 'who haft affumed t!he name of Alexander VII. 

ft hs 'hrfrè tó jxidgei at his Mb aceeffion to that feftf. 
•ffeign 4 chair, what interett ihfe prelate ! wiil embrace, whe- 
ther that of France or Spain \ or whether hie conduce 
jw4B be neutral, deporting himfclf with an equal indiffer- 
ence to aU the Nazarene princes, whom he calls his fons; 
endcavoorkig to atwttpbfe their quarrel*, and unite théif 
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•forces againft the muflulmans. I tell thee, nobody can 
be yet allured what the temper of the Roman mufti may 
prove ; for it is ufual for the afptrmg cardinals to pro- 
mile many things in hopes of the papacy, which they 
never .perform wheat they have once obtamed the uncoo* 
troulable command. Diffimujation is Tanked among the 
.principal virtues in the court of Rome ; • and he that 
knows not how to difguife hi» affie&ions* is ,not thought 
worthy of any important truft, - Adojnai the Jew has 
kifb his liberty m that city for being defective ia this 
courtly accomplishment. . It feejns, he and fome others 
of his nation railed too pajfionftteiy and openly, at the 
idolatry of the Remans* Yet- 1 expe& daily to hear «(f 
his relief; for I uoderftaud by a letter from him, tbsit be 
was. excepted out of the number of tfio/e wbofe con- 
demnation is irrevocable* 

j- I tepraacd bim for hi* inwnc^alky r iu> reflec^in^; on the 
«ftabhmed rch'gioo of the country; whet}e he reljdes : Bajt 
this kind of arrogane* is. the peculiar vice of* the He- 
brews; they defptfe all other people in the world i wher»- 
«s, thoja kooweft the impartial God refpecis not. one na- 
tion more than another, for they are all equally the works 
«f hit hands ; and, for aught we. k no w> he tolerates the 
variety bf » religions* that am extant .is the tkotU, with the 
fame indifference as he difpenfes his common bleffings to 
fuch aa infinite number of men. of diverte faces» 
? The multiplicity in the univerfe exalts the divine uni- 
ty, which is, the root of all ; and if. there be ten., theuiand 
myriads: of w^rkla, they aU fprang from Qne Caule* and 
there they end; for He is the firft and laft of every thing» 
Pari*, *<1 of ti» 7t* Meoo, of the Yew 1655, 
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VII.— To'Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at Vienna. 

JL he Egyptians have a proverb, " That he who think* 
«Ad (peak* of God oftly when hpe is melancholy, facii&es* 
to the- planet Pharòvis, or Stturtì, and not to the moft 
high and exalted King of all things, who is the founUm 
of joy to men and angels.'* 

I counfel thee not to lift thy&lf in the number of tpofe 
who adore the ftars* by cheriftung fad ideas of the eve*» 
indulgent and merciful divinity ; nor think thyfelf the 
lefo liable to this cenCtìw, becaufe it» proceeds- from a na- 
tion which Was onde at enmicy with the ions «of Jacohv 
Defpife not the wHdom of that people, from whom eve* 
Mofes your lawgiver- learned all his, and from whom all 
aatioas borrowed improvements» of learning if they as» 
not indebted to them for its firft rudiments. 

By what I have feid, thou wilt perceive that 1 confidi 
Shy happiisefs» and would have thee chafe away vain feat» 
*nd fojfcrftitious thoughts, the mere produci of an ill- 
tempered fpleea, which is the peculiar -malady of thy. na- 
tion. JLer thy heart be always cheerful, for God laves 
every thing* that he has made; thè uaiverie overflows 
with his bounty. Be not too religious, our ftrain the 
faculties he has given thee for thy fupport, and nut foe 
thy banc. 

I had rather hear from thee matter of news than tbefe 
difmai fcrupks about thy foul. If thou art not willing 
to embrace the muflulman faith, in God's name continue 
to obferve the law of Moles, and profecute thy a&irs 
with alacrity. 

Thou haft been very flack of late in «fending me advice 
of what pafles at Vienna, and other parts of Germany. 
We have flying reports here of the death of Eleanor*- 
the emprefs ; and that on the fame day whereon ihe> 

» 3 
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4ied^ LeopoWus Ignatius Jofephusj the emperor's fon» 
was elected King of the Romans. I know not how to 
write to the mirirfters of the Porte, till thon haft afcer- 
fainedme of tfatfe things. For G©4'«: Ake be^fpeedy 
is ihy>difpatche*, tad inform me what isdane aft the «diet 
of Ftattkfctt. RoMfcup th7fel£,"«ndi)aoJfiiAipeTfleotta 
•ares* Remember that aa there ii bat one God, fo there 
nvbvt one law; but one thing neoeflary to men, «hat is, 
to live according- to feafosw This is engraven id every 
man's heart, and there needs hd comment to explain it.' 
Thon art a fufficient lawgiver, rabbi* do&or, and inter- 
preter tothyfelf ; let not others amufe thee with fables. • 

- I' will' now acquaint thee wkh fortieth fag of -certainty. 
The French have gained Landrecies, a ftrong town in 
Flanders : It was furrendered to them on the 22d of this 
moon ; and the next day all the gartifon marched out» 
coftfiftmg of fifteen' Hundred men r befiies three hundred 
wounded. '•"•■"* * * 

. The king is gone, upon this 'good news, to view and 
trice eare of his new coiiqueft ; for this is not the only 
fowri the Spaniards have loll s they talk of Siaubeugef 
Bovines, anrT-Conde ; ah* which, according to frèm re* 
ftort, are in the hands 6f ' the French. This young mo» 
fia*ch : hrftrtuigéfty 'fortunate; ■ 

. '<■ If thou caTift inform me of fuch fuccefsful campaigns 
among the people of the North, fail not to do it in fea- 
fon, for; we are not placed in thefe ftations to whiftle to 
fceep. 

Paris, 19th of the 7th Moon, of the Year 1655. 
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Vili.— 7ìMùstapi^a Lulu Beamtula, u Man of 
. ' \ the Law* 

Ivfovlv wilfingly be admitted u»C* IWadTfe, a* well at; 
«tor muftfoaos | aefcher would I think, fpefck* or do. 
«7 thing wbkh Inigbt prèjtsdffe my titfc, and baulk my 
pretenfion» td eternal happmefa. 'This delire is natural 
to all men $ and "when I profeft ! it, tfcoumayeft believe 
me without an oath. Yet meffcink» I woul<l not go 
hoodwinked to Heaven, but would 'fifa" enjoy the benefit: 
of my fenfc and reafeà h* my advance» tà that region of 

hBfc •-.::■ .••.-.• • .:- .■> * ;* ■:: -i- :i ' :- .. 

I hdieve di* Àltoraff i*~tbe brack fcf *<JckÌ, «nd it is 
ft firmly imprinted m ! my hicmorvy that I could repeat 
it* verbatim from the beginning* to the end without miff- 
ing a veriicle. I give an entire credence to the do&rinè 
trf te.iYfuft«&k>ny hiing naturaBy defirSus j df immorta- 
lity j but I cannot entertain the grofs conceit which the 
grtateft part of rn^ffulmahe have of the»'re£or*ecìiòh ; 
that is y that our very ddftihall: be rm&d again, and or- 
gaaifed into a body. The Nazarcnes are of the fame 
opinion : but methmks there is ho need of ftretchtag tat 
fbaining of nature; beficfes* this opinion is inconfiftent 
vrith other fundamental doctrines of the muffulman law* 

We are all taught to believe, that the fouk of juft men, 
feints, and martyrs, immediately on their departure from 
the body, afcend to Paradrfe. If fo, then they either 
live there in an unbodied efiate, or they have hew bodies 
«Signed them by the fame Providence which gave them 
their old. Be it which way it pleafea God. it will ap- 
pear a manifeft botch in the works of the Omnipotent,, 
and indecorum in nature, to make thefc fouls either caft 
off their new bodies at the day of judgment, for the fake 
of their old rotten relics, after they have enjoyed all the 

»4 
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/aviftuag delights of Eifcn for fo many age?, or to ftand 
in need of atoy bodies at afl after they have Jived fo long 
in a feparate conditio». * *There is no fenfe in it. Doubt- 
Jefsy thisophtioft 1&9 fiffl/httfchM by tbofe who believe* 
the ikep 1 of the foul, and held 'that it was Separable 
from' the body $ for then they had no ofcNef way to cofli 
fort themfeiytrvoth any probable hopes of a furviving 
immortality, but by maintaining, that -aa the foul flept 
with the body in the grave, fo both foul and body mould 
Conjointly rife again at the day of doom. 

Or perhaps this figure of our refurreétion/wàB incut 
bated to infuniate the faith of an immortal ftate into the 
duller minds of thofé who were incapable of compre- 
hending either thè pre-exiftence of fouls, their felf-fub* 
fiftente after death, or their translation into other bo- 

dies* ...."/ 

It feetns to mc much more eafy to believe, according 
to the mbfi obViou> works of nature» that after our difr 
folution here, we fhafl either affiline fòme body of any 
fire/ or other elemental fuppietnent r or; by magnetic 
.traxifmigration (hall be united to fome vegetable or ani» 
.a&al embryo, than to dream of re-colleding all our Mat- 
tered aihes together after fo many thousands of years 
wherein they have b*en difperfed, perhaps, through all 
the ranges of the univerfe. 

Surely our holy lawgiver, and all the other prophets» 
intended no other thing by the doctrine of the refurrec» 
tion, but only to convince the world that the foul was 
immortal, and that confequently there would be a reward 
of good and bad works after this life. We mail live for 
ever, old Lawyer ; and what fignifics it whether we have 
thè fame bodies or others, fo long, as we are happy In any 
ftate ? And if we are metamorphofed, we cannot fail of 
our fpecific felicity, fince every creature 4 is kappy in bis 



own efience. Theo let us be apes» dromedaries* cainel* 
or any thing but hogs, and we ihalj ha?e^ Mifc enougk 
That creature is the very emblem, <rf «nclewweis» and 
therefore its life cannot be tfyei ofegeft of a. muffii 
man's wiib. Yet we know not -the laws, of v our cfcangc 
qi; transmigration from this., mqrtal life,.;» forth* foijl, ac£ 
cording to Pythagoras and the, ajKaentpjuiVcapabh; of aljl 

forms» .»•:■•/: ,-. ?; 

If thou wpadercft what; has gut me upon this di£ 
courfe, it-is the remembrance of- what I have bear 4 jthee 
gelate, Qf the apparition of dea£ men's bQiiea in the ce- 
nxtery of Grand Cairp in Egypt, at a certain : feaifMifof 
the year, when multitudes of people by cuftom Joclf 
thither to, behold this wonderful fee ne pf a ftam.re£ur r 
re&ion. Lean ghe it no better title^ finche ^ip all proba- 
bility it is only the effect of fome artifice ufed by .the - 
ghriftian^s to procure m,ouey,frQin the^mjring cjo.wd ; 
and I am confirmed in this, belief by ^IeUe*> f I^eceive,^ 
from Mehemet,; the exiled, eunuch, who^. now .refides at 
Cairo ; and having been curious to obferve this celebrat- 
ed miracle, among jhe other rarities of this city, fenx. me 
fuch an account of this paflage as conyiuces me there is 
fome cheat in it. 

He tells a great many other things of the. fuperftition 
and ignorance of the Egyptians, as to the pyramids and 
the fuppofed fpirits. which guard them. Inali, he la- 
ments the condition of mortals who have fo far degene- 
rated from themfelves, and buffered their reafon to be fo 
debauched with fables. ... 

Sage Muftapha, thou art of the race of thofe w^o 
have preferved fcience and philofophy. , A halo of light 
inverts thy foul;, 1st no. dark ppioiQn^of God and his - 
works eclip fe thy intelle&s. ^, 
Paris, 90th .of the j^thMoon, of (he. Year (6^* ... , 

»5 
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IX. — ^To SoLYitfAN Kyzljr Ac a,' Prince of the Blaci 
Eunuchs, 

1 hy di$atch came in a happy hour ;yet die contents 
<Jf it furprifed me. It • is a ft range turn of fortune, that 
the baffa of Aleppo, after fa many rebellions, mould be- 
come the Sultan's favourite, and fee inverted in the high- 
eft dignity of the empire ; yet who knows but this may 
be the only effectual courfe to reclaim him, and of aa 
enemy to Tender him a friend ; for ambition is a vice fo 
neatly bordering on virtue, fo refined and fubtle in com- 
plexion, that when the paffion which cheriflies it is once 
gratified with its proper objeci, it foon becomes a virtue 
itfelf, and transforms « libertine to a hadgi, ranking a 
man to-day among the moft deferring heroes, who but 
yeftcrday waa in* thè number of the feditious. 

Therefore I cannot but highly applaud the counfel óf 
thofe who perftfaded the Grand Seignior to this uneonv 
raon choice of the Vifier Axem. The whole empire has 
languished tot want of a mair of abilities in that fupreme 
ftation, ever fince the feal was taken from the moft ilia- 
ftrious Chtrfaein Baffa, through the malice of his cnc 
mice ; and itt this juncture, they could not have pitched 
•n a man more capable of the charge thai* this bold baf- 
fi» who, befides his experience ia the wars, both by fea 
and land, is looked on as the ftouteft man in this- age. 
As for his former crimes, they proceeded only from his 4 
difconcent and third of glory,' which is now fufficientlf 
allayed by the bounty of our fovereign*. The caufe; 
therefore, of his extravagancies being thus ieafonably re- 
moved, the effect will naturally ceafe. 

But fuffer me to «fit thee, Do they 'not refeiit, at the 5 
Straglio, his approaches to that fan&uary of mortals witlt 
todi a forcwdabk retinue ? Thou ielfeft me, he «Tat- 
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lEUdfid By forty thc*u*and me*, an equipage 4t for "a f<J-* 
*ereign monarch. 'Pethaps it is only the effect of lift- 
martial genius, and that he ' is willing tp appear like a 
foklier; or ft maybe; he reaHy fufpe&ed danger, and 
tìiat he was defigned for a facrifice/which made him corde, 
thus guarded to the feet of his mailer, that his fon mighfe 
revenge his death, by ibme defperate attempt on Con- 
stantinople. Be it how it pleafes God, it fecms the fui- 
tan winked at all, and received him with fuch marks of 
his efteem and affe&ion, as are feldom vouchfafed to fub- 
je&s. I hope the event will anfwer his expe&ation» 
Thefc new methods of clemency may prove more fuceefc^ 
fui than the fé vere conduci òf former times. Men of 
great fouls are fooner fubdued by favour» than force and. 
cruelty. 

I am extremely obliged to thee for thy inftru&ion;, 
wfcicb I fhail exadly obferve in writing to this fupremé 
minifter. Thou haft matched my own thoughts in this 
advice ; for knowing that bafla/s. "temper, it will be poli- 
cy, as well asjufiice, frankly to own what I have writ- 
ten agaiaft him, and not fluff my letter with abject» 
fawning- fubmiffions, or fneaking excufes: He is brave 
htmfelf, audwill be pleaied to-fee a man refolute in hia. 
rfiity. . ' »♦ 

However, kttheponfequence-bè what* WW, Imtrft: 
foHow the meafurcs of my own integrity. IWc is fome-' 
thing fo fatk&éfcóry in. truth» and an honeft blunt carrf* 
age, as far furpaffes the little faint pkafures of artifice'. 
and diffimulation ; and I fhould be weary of my life were 
I. forced to preferve it by fuch eSeminate . tridks. Yet I 
mufl confefs it is a vatt encouragement to find thy fenti* 
Dofients theiame. What is this world, that we fhould' be- 
ffe fond of jt £ or what is 'the life of mortals, that we needf x 
be.fo over-ftudiou* of fMwiongiiig the juration of tb* 

*6, 
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hfCath, whschiway wkfc as muph eafa btfaftbtfeathei o«f* 
afc/One^, as ijy.foiinafly fuccefiìve niUions of mèments} 
for. death .pmpe^y<<pofl*fies bui. an infant of time ? rv 
mòre dora lifb 5 «vejry gafp renews the «ne» and the laft 
^oaBcnenceaaiidfiniihes.the other. Aj to pkafure and 
pain, we generally^ have an equal {bare 'of them $ and u> 
appears to me an. .equal* if not a. greater happioefe, at 
once to be freed for ever from the latter, than by fuck 
an irkfome compofition to protrae the enjoyment of the 
former* 

Brave , S^fy man,, whea I contemplate thy virtue, it ia- 
fpiresjne -\wth courage . againft the vad mitts of fear, 
vrjrich the magic of , opinion has raifed before the eyes of 
mortals. ; I embrace thee with an extended foul, and wifh 
thee the two extremes of happjnefs, plenitude of joys iV 
this iiie^, and .art immortal Jferks of felicity in , paradife. 
lite ipn ever, thou generous fon of Cham ! > 

: W*rk, 2d at the $th Moon, of the Year 165*5. 

■ " > «« ■ ! .miiihiij.m 1 1 >) .i m > ■ ■■■ ^i» pii».. i-ii ■ 11 ■■l i. » .1 — 1 «a 

X. — To the Mojt Illuftnous Visier Azem at the Porte, 

X>y the foiils of all my progenitors, 1 was glad to hear 
th> news of thy advance to this glorious height of power:* 
Tfet when thou- wert- bàfia of Aleppo, and held corre* 
fpondencV with thè Venetians, I accufed thee to the di- 
fail, doing thereby no fmall fervice to the Ottoman enn 
pjre ; for which thou haft now reafon in honour to re* 
ward nre, knowing that I prevented a- great deal of con* 
fQfion^nd, blood. It will not becofne the firft minifter to 
cherifh private- revenge, or harboirf ill thoughts of a faith- 
ful flave. In difcovmtig thy intrigue* at that time, l 
dtd bat perform «ny <Iuty r toi'tbfe «Grand Seignior» thy 
k*4 &o4 mine ; nay, for ought, thou knoveft* I was ban*. 



pAj infirmante!; in; laving tthy Hfc* ^urhi «tight" Jaw* 
been > loft in the <piu£uk ©f fthnfet haaandoua preseci* thp» 
wen then engaged. in. ; Berk howiii iwifiV thou art now 
living,- and inftailed ut the moie Ulufytioofr .charge- of the 
tmpire ; ' and without flattery I fpeak iti, faa .braver «ait 
could npthavfe aicended to that dignity; May Godlongf 
éen£in*ie thet in>k* to*h&joy<and advantage, of all the 
m»ffalmaos* .-•..,-•».,,•.;> :•*]■; » 

All the world extol thy valour, and boldncfe ; efptciaU 
ly the Nazarenes, among whom the baffa of Aleppo if 
famous.* They alio highly • commend. thy juftiee? and 
thou, wilt find in the regiflèr, that when I acquainted my 
foperiors of thy revolt, I was not. envious in. concealing' 
thy virtites. ■ ■ . ; 

Therefore I beg of thee not to be partial in thy re* 
fentmente, but «oniider Mahmut as a faithf «Hfcavo, who* 
will never tranfgrefs » the commands of the myilerious 
Bench, nor fuffer.afiy finiiter motives to ^iaslujn, though 
it were in favour of his own brother ; for this is the fe* 
▼ere conduce that is expected of me by my fupenofSy and 
which thou thyfelf wilt require at my hands. 

But I believe thou needed not thefe addrefles to move 
thee to generality j thy own native juftice will &ggeft to 
thee, that I rather merit a reward than a punifhment fo% 
doing my duty, though it were in accusing thyfelf* . y 
• Confiding, therefore, in thy . gaodnefs, . and my qwnr 
innocence», I matt not de/pak of that protection and fa T 
your from thee which all thy predeceuors have, afforded, 
me, fioce pay. arrivai at this, place ; nay, ' I think thy 
ftieadmip and eftecm is, rather due. to.. me, tjban a thoufaaoV 
fycoplwaUandflaUcrers. 

I will in thi& confidence, write freely to thee, as. I hape* 
been command*), ami vent. »& thought* without a tin 
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mereut Tefervej t fonthou art the juft judge of the jàdge* 
among -the- faitbf«L * <• •• -• • » 

• «Thieee i»»d doufct-but th«m*haft haard of the Ditbe of 
£*rraxva famous warrior in thefeweftem pants, but now 
a.pnfoner of ftate m Spain. Ifenfc intelligence laft year 
to Muftapha Berber A ga- of- the grounds ■ ftnd circurn- 
ftances of this prince's confinement, whereof thou canft 
not be ignorant ; for all my difpatches are made pablic 
to the minifters of the bteffed Porte* 

ó; The brother of that doke immediately fucceeded hirnv 
by the King of Spain's orders, in the- command of the 
*rmy in.« Flandess-I they «all him Duke Franc». Every 
body thought that he had contented to the imprifomncat? 
of his brother, as being difgufted at his incontiiifency, 
avarice, and other vices. It was fuppoied alio* tint hit* 
Wn«a^itioo,and,thirft of honour, had corrupted the* 
fidelity and love he owed to the fon of ,hi* mo&heH; air 
knowing, that by his fall he himfelf fhould rife to the 
dignity of general, which his brother enjoyed daring his- 
liberty. . .;i ?.~ v* ..--..-. - .' •-. • * 

But now it is esrident.thai this Duke Francis did all 
along; diiTemble his refentrnents of his brother's calamity ; 
for he is lately revolted from -the King of BpainV and 
come aver to the French,, with five thoufafld horft a*d • 
foot. Hefhasopenry declared, that he "> will nere* gite 
reft to {lis fword till he has either procured his brothe/si 
releafe, : or deeply orevenged the injuries which ha*c been. 
done . him. ^Ke. was received by the French king with all r 
imaginable} endearments and car e (Te s ; the whole court areV 
emulous in ftriving to excel one another in the ; demon*' 
ftrations of their civility and refpeét to tw> prince : an4 
they bave, culled out the beft quarters for his foMieiv 
This- nation is always hofj^ttlbk to Grangers j. more dge* 
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cially to fuch as court their friendmip after l thi« extraor- 
dinary way, who enter into their intecefts, and engagd 
in their quarrel*. Yet neither France, nor all the king* 
doms of Europe together, can match the bounty -of i the 
munificent Porte, which pardons and receives, witfc open 
embraces, her moft implacable enemies, on their fubmifr 
Sons and repentance. . . > 

Commander of the munuhnan grandees, thou art butt 
a man, and haft not exceeded that character in the worfb 
of thy errors. Now thou art aflurned to a charge winch. 
requires the fidelity and prudence of an angel. If thou: 
(hah reform the ftate, and rettore the moflulman affair* 
to their true luftre, we (hall have reafon to contemplate 
thy life, in forno meafure, as a parallel to that of Craf- 
(us, who was pardoned three treafons by Cx£u> and a£«. 
terwards became the moft loyal and ferriceable man in 
the Roman empire. 

Paris, ad of the 9th Moon, of the Tear 16*55: 



XI.— To Me hi met, an exiled Eunuch) at Cairo in , 
Egypt. I 

1 hou telieft me wonderful things of Egypt, fuch as al- 1 
moft furpafs credit ; and I perceive thou thyfelf doft not 
believe the ftory of thè annual irefurreélion J of - bones, 
which is fo much talked of by travellers. .My eoufift' 
fibuf ridiculed it with fmart reafon, and was almoft in' 
danger of his life among the bigbtted Moors and Coptftes. 
But I could hardly imagine, there had ftill remained* 
in that region (which has undergone fo many revolutions, 
elf government) any footfteps * of the primitive Egyp- 
tians: Yet, it feems, the priefts of thofe earty ages.wert- 
particularly careful to tranfmit to pofterity an exaft hif- 



topy of tWk kings, with n^nE^róofcbeiK aclioas; the 
building of the pyramids* the place of the ftatues ; the 
magical nurrpi ; the city of *hc black eagle ; the cafUc 
of. 4ck<hi% featcd oa the brpwof the mountain off the 
iBopn; the palace, of adamant; with innvmerable other, 
rarities. ■ ., , 

I {ell thee, my dear Mehemet, I know not how. to ber, 
lieve all thej* romantic ftoucs. It cramps my reafon to 
bear of a brazen tree, with iron . branches and verfatile. 
hooks, t© catch liars and cheats, and there. detain them; 
till they mould do right to thofe whom they had injured* 
Altogether as improbable is the ftory of Gabdafarouis, 
the-ftatue fet np by King Gariac. . 
.Who can read; of that, monarch's being earned in the* 
air by eagles, but may as. well believe the romantic yoy~. 
age of Domingo Goniailes to the moon. If thou know» 
tfb not that ftory, I will tell thee in fhort, that ibis was a 
cernir» Spaniard, ^b°» m a paffage to the Indies, being 
by* fhip Wreck cafi on fhore on the ifland of St» Helena,, 
with a negro, his flave, they were put to their ihifUfo 
far as to divide that unpeopled and defolate ifland be- 
tween them, out of pure neceffity, that they might both, 
find provi£on enough to keep them from ftarving j for it 
fippmt there was great fcarcity of every thing that feryed^ 
tt^^ifrsof lifie... , 

o lathis condition, JNecefOty, the mother of cunniqgj 
crises, taught tjbem to hold eorrefpondence with one } 
another, though living at oppoute angles of the ifle, by» 
the. help of certain wild fwans, which they took out of 
their nefls very young, and brought them. up, a,^ they. do. 
pigeons a£ Babylon and Aleppo» to be letter-carriers» 

Afterwards, as the floiy goes» £)omingo trying feve- 
rs! experiments on his birds» and finding all fuccefsful,. 
a^.feft,having 1 got J foarran4-^ eat 7 °f them together, and.. 



having btought *thenv np^tolii^Iiirr^Bff/fefttortBd^iik èst*' 
cafe with them m tfetf air* Mening thcr* tbgether witi* 
roper and ofchtfr materials f fcufc tKr ettravtfgaflt amifiair 
one day took'wiiègj and carried théif rhattér^oethe mooa$ 
where he refìded acònlìfàeratle titric, -fe^tmd convetfcd 
with divers inhabitants of that neighbouring globe/ vrfft*' 
ed the coarta of leverai hiriaV princes, tfn&was kindly re* 
ceived by them aU, even .at the fèragho «fi the chief cm** 
penny or Grand Seignror'hifnlerf ? And having been* pre* 1 
fénted wkh three-ftowé* of mateMèfs : ^ue/ and other 
rich' gifts, he had h&^ujtettce of émgft'WkèicmiJ&avrik 2 
to the earth again, where he publifted adjournal of W 
travels, out of which I have extracted this fhott epitome, 
nbt thinking it worth the' while to trouble thee with the 
clftirc Tciittrott'or ' ni$*iiigéiiK)iis whutrfiesr* * t** **"■ ^^ 

'Dottbtlcfs, 'there is both ing.foeafy, as to invent new 
and tinheard-òf fables, to amufe thè credulous world, and' 
captivate $be^'undeYfai^ifl£k Audi have told r -thee 7 
this as *a parallel fo th©f*raonftrour%mcJttB'itf Egypt |* 
fuch as that of JCfng G*ricatn'j9 being carried i*r*a>pffvfr 
lipti qn; the ftoulders of fpirits^bls magical tables, an* 
the reft '$ niS glorions whim-whams ; arid thai; of* the' 
Queen fiorfa, who fat on a fiery throne, and lived in an 1 
enchanted caitìe, whoft walls were fu& of pipes, which 
conveyed to her the addrefies of all forts of plaintiffs* afld 
her decree and decifion of controverftes back again to 
them. Such* another is that of Batdefir 1 » filver 4ow45 
and his fitting before his people in the clouds of heavyeo $ 
and Bedouta's fending an angel, who' made fuch a hot* 
rible roaring, that it caufed an earthquake* 

Who can, without laughirrg, read the ftory of tk« 
Idol of the Tcft, which diftinguifticd between- harloTi 
and virgins by the touch of dieir hand ? or of the fpiriti 
which guard the pyramids, ftne like a n£fcfcd i Minima» 
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«ttang abo*f «' tfee*p*n> ifcmlt HOOT, tìéd* màMng m<* 

•a», with.*Uiktt x«t4iia fcdid^arótfWirfe^in h!# harfd* 
*tki*à 9 ,*f «fctok wòmanv **tb #<monftrou* 1 fchad1rh*f' 

•nm^tnfFhttt i**o^b$i€u*tofcbto} nekh*r'oato %fcj>' 
*an <rf ùaSm&ótp toiomuék lèfii*fc^toirgardth«ttt 
«»d* tr«*pb»fiiftf fiomefnvhtnJ confida the* as** 4nfen 
«faaìLytfatitieai upon opinioni and traditions rejiugnatot 
té€«nfo< . .t».M .n»\ - .;., •.- r ' ••-/-•- ■ - •"-- - 

•* ^Meh<m<v^i^ tWo ** In Mgfpt, ^eiftbcr ^tBàt 
tfco^wert^rn to Arabia, wh«re fetale* has flouri/hed 
fi» lltefr tHM^d y«tf*< 1 ' ?•• - "< 1 - <*- ' • • ■ * c ' 

*£arw„48Hi of the^tli Moòn, of the tear 1655. 

Y jS.fi.— Tq 2orke3Ah Mustapha, fio/fa of the Sta» 

l.iw'i*i **< f > ..'D/.ìt-iS • ..tu *v. . *.<r..'-*!i,*/ii^#..jfM:i» 

{»i«rit^i^Hpikciib>td «^tfertdft, no* flatter tfge*#i& 
pfefag* <*£t»tterfcrttt*e agauifc 4he VèttetfaW àh&ifg 
thy t*wmlin(ft*£ *hfc flavy y ttem thy fcrcd«*flor¥ h*vé 
tee j.*y«t- 1 'tulip* thoti ^hftft Aere' horiéfty tìbd vafetif 
tìMm "fonie of them ; find I congratulate thy rife tu tMi 

d%HÌt^'K ;:n* ..." >' • -> •-•" •*— ' <i~ .1 -^tr 

*-a|€*%nf nfteHfgeiwe be true, » imore 7 glorfbùs Béét has 
«fttfafiè&out'*f"4h€ Ottoman harbours; thàn-app**r* 
wwr-*t fe* «ttder thy command. May tfoj fuccefs W-' 
{wer*he eKpd&ation oF4&e-mufluImans. But I telltbeey 
thou haft *e«d to took about thee, for thou wilt encomi 
Wi valiant andfubtk erterny. 

Thefe Venetians fere not tffoe the reft of the Nazarenes-, 
fflperftitidofly devoted to the fentiments of their priefts: 
®kat>kin€of-bfgOtfy chains *up men's fpmts, and renders 
thtm effeminate ;- k blinde tìiem, and robs them of their 
feftfi 4tid native vigour :' But thefe are bold, refolute-peoV 
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pic, fearing neither as*o~iwr 4he de«W tbeynseaHjn weft 
vcrfed in ftratagems» .being at cunning as Corpetti, t Is 
fine, Venice it * cQuwaoawftaltJi midc up oft JUdjett jafc 
ftatefinen: andtfjoueanft ftotfeqpa* tkuftlkCnUudl» 
them degenerate ; Amfor* IcjnfefavjhaB cntertainmentr 
whenever thou engage* tfcofc whor%^ ftufurimu*,!» 
fpeak not this te discourage thee» :b«t to icmjtfce* ,<■*!•- 
duecautiop. Thou knqweit, the feme G«&*h»)ftj|Afr 
them made thee, and all the men in thy fleet * thw hw% 
alio the happinefs to.fem th**o&. vMffl** riPtfftt j* 
the world : Fear nothing, therefore ; bjtfujrta* ^ho* 
loofeft ftofla the Hcfle/pont, . wfcb.^ *» 

domed with ,eofign$ of ^igh r^nqwji, „tfec, prgfepep 
ftreamers of Mahomet; when thqu heareit the t *]fcchcer* 
ing-eferkm» nnd timbfds, breathing the Infty menaceli 
the vital air* of war ; then let. thy noWe hew* {tanrifli 
with brave thoughts, and briik resolution*. Yet let not 
a falk a^raooe/of victory #»£* Aee-rnjk, and bereave 
thee of that coaduft whiqh is us nec^ffrry n qujftUfcetio» 
in alenerai as* courage. < -Confide* that th^i%twe.jaf 
battles is uncertain; therefore do all tfewgs.lritt.grflai 
precaution Truft not .to the force, of rhy^coflamiflio^ni 
in that thou flghteft for the law and honour, of the, pw* 
pbet $ but remember the proverb of tj** anqi&Cfc wbtth 
fays, " The devil often carries the ftaudard of £he living 
God." There may be thofe in thy fleet who are traaahn 
erous» and at the devotion of the Nazarene*; for I «heat 
that both fpabis and janizaries were very unwilling to em 
bark themfelves ; and God knows how far the Venetian 
gold may work on fome of the officers. Though their 
rebutments feemed to be appealed by the bounty of our 
glorious Sovereign, yet the fmalleft oceano* may renew? 
their old difcontent again* .and put. them on more dna* 
gerouà tumults at fea than thofe they were guilty of a- 
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Éw*t\ «ir* at ht*ft they> wflbbeeètifc mow tèntìfrttné coi* 

nV-the fcnrice of the Grand Seignior* " ; * 

» » Be it hew fc will, * tf* the aavy tow netf good fuccefs, 
the fatate of ail M^U be iaid'on thee. Patdoit therefore 
tb* freodotH I take-in adffttlng'thec? fine* it is an argu> 
«lent of my afFeciion <and concern for thy honour and 
fttfety jPfetidno man can with reafon be offended at ano* 
the* forewarning him of dangers* ' In a* word, I wiffi thee 
éte good fort tìne of the'Enghfli, who have lately taken 
an tfaflé 4a ¥he Weft Indie* from the Spaniards r They 
call it Jamaica.- * 

•» It feemsthrKmg^ of Spain had pofiefled this ifle from 
thè time of 'the firft conquefb In America, where hi* 
Mfcjéélt 4iad committed horrid cruelties on the natives 4 
for which they are' now ptmfthed by that new coirimon* 
ffcakh» wbftifcoaftthat they are eftabliftied by God tsJ 
ftibntft ot overturn ^aB the kingdoms of Earope. 
viTrMÌmA hcatd, £fuppofe, of Olker, the ibvereigir 
tf'tfcafe tftttjow: He appears like another Jingiz Cham,' 
l(Dltittg4lpif*r a prophet and founder of a new empire. 
Hefca*«6fiittid the tkle<Of King,- which was offered him 
by the EngK{h flates, with all the enfigns of royalty ; 
tot' he aims at a more fubiime character, layingthe fono- 
dation o£ bis hopes inn pretended modefty, affirming on^ 
ly the ftyte of Frotééfcor* They fay he talks of leading 
an army to tb^gtttes of Rome, and, when he has fob* 
dued the pope, that he will march or fail to Con danti- 
nople* and. -drive the Grand Seignior oat of his fera- 
giio. 

-•..I.teH thee, theie are not things to be contemned or 
laughed -at \ tibrthis Oliver has the fame of a great and 
tnvincibk general ; and I can afiure thee, all the neigh* 
•wiring king» and fta£es:coi»rt Jus irknd&ip. In .fine, he 
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«abet, the moft for midahie -figure at prefimt of aflyprincft 
in thefe weftern parts. . ? . r .« *. 

If ic wtU divert tkee at fca, to hear o£ th&jGran4aétàbns 
by land, know, that Leopoldi» • Ignatiusr Jfefcpbittti im 
of the German emperor* i* elected <Kmg of thtiRottmnS 
ki the room of his deeeafed brother Teener is» alfe .-« 
4iet afiembled at Frankfort, where they have too maty 
difeords and quarrels, of their owfy to have leifure to plot 
any mifchief againft the empire of true believers. Theft 
infidels, m their public ooufKàk r ate4ik£/ «Knwa fe efe Ung 
away the time that mould be employed in a,&iofl* j 

There arrives daily a great deal of news out of Swe- 
den, Mufcovy, and Poland. One pod informs us of a 
plague raging at Mofcow, and other pities of that north* 
crn trade ,2 Another alarms us with intelligence -of 
fcgcs.and plundering of towns, difpeppjing of provinces* 
and a deluge of blood and daughter ; for the Swedes* 
cfppu£ng the quarrel of the, Mufcovjtes, .eDdfiajioun to 
make their own game in Poland •> manY.priaasjjand great 
men, with their towns* village^andvaflalp,» recoiling daSp 
ifom the unfortunate Caumir, a«d f uhmittiMg t© the..Swbè- 
tìi{h monarch» ; . .7 

. : , And here in France, thofe that go not to .the wauf 
make private campaigns, at, homft: I&reJs n^thing.lro» 
4ue)ling and murder amo^ men, of the Swotsd* whilft 
the ecclefiaftics are combating one another: with, their 
pens,, audi the lawyers with their tongues. ■ - > *■ 

In Switzerland they are mad about religion. At Danto 
,zic two eagles were feen comb» ^i g in the air - *.>d, as 
if all Nature were in a ferment» the winds have been at 
variance in *he bowels of the? earth,; which has cccafiqned 
frequent earthquakes in. the parts of Germany*: The 
ISiqg qf ifolaQà?a>bw>tiher iSidead, and the Queen-mothec' 
of Sweden. 
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• Wé maftalldie at 'thè determined hour ; and there is 
no other terror in death but. what is created by our own 
opinio*» Be* amy greater pain than attending' bur birth ; 
Ibr it'ttar'diflbhltkKi every element of which we were 
txmtpoÀnded: takes its proper mare, and that which is 
divine ftf ite, return**© that winch is divine in the tor* 
xerfe\ «•*.•■•■-■ 

Paris, x8th of the 9th Moon, of the Year 1655. 

f v t ■ ' 



£IIL — To Pesteh Hali, Air Brother^ Mqfler of the 
Cuftoms at Conflantinopk. 

\i/tr k kinfman Ifouf is now gone For Mufcovy, having 
iifited "the moil remarkable places in this kingdom. I 
received a letter from him, dated àt Dieppe, a Teà-tówn 
«ver againft the Englffh coaft. He was juft going aboard, 
as he ^telfs me, when he delivered his difpàtch tò the poft. 
God grant him a prosperous voyage to that" rejgiohi ixA 
whrtherfoever his genius or fòrtone carries Mm. 
^•I-am extremely pleafed with his' converfatiofu WhM 
he was in Paris, I was never fenfible of melancholy, un* 
lefs it were m the evenings, which forced us tò part com : 
pany. He has an' excellent memory, and recounts aB 
the adventures òf his fife with a great deal of éafe, both 
to Kimfelf and fife hearers^ ' He never was at a lofs^for 
matter, or confounded one circumftarice with another, 
but, ranking every thing in its due time and place, de- 
livered all with a clearnefs and grace which affecled mi, 
with (ìngùl^r delight*. " v ' '»' 

Bfcfidefc, he ' has a ready wit, lively faricy ? and judg- 
ment erfóù'gh for one' of his years. " I tell thee, the reK- 
tioris he has "made of his travels, with his reguia?'tlèpó3- 
ment here in Paris, of which I have been a wftj&l$ ? tóvV 
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imprinted in to*, fuch an opinion, of his, astoni»* tìuifc - I 
havjs truft®# JimMntk Come particula* iaftrafthw, in ** 
dgrjfrajfaj^coj^^^ 

court he refides : for, itt.*>*resd» i.JM}<i>lpta matare** 
nough for buftnefe of raorneai* and it is ^p^his-parts 
^oHló^te.buriàVràhoirt wr appearing i^aAwo. . . 
^ J£ he fucc^scfc ro what J hate puthim-npon* when he 
arrives, at Archangel, a£ea+poit< <rf Ruffian and a place 
of .grgaVconMiiWp and traffic» .1 ihall have good reafcm 
tQ^9p^&r4i^rc, ÙBpprt »ot esagera when. he. comes, sé 
Mo£cqw, tfce chfef city ofi the men- who werfhip the eyes 
of ^leir emperor t An^theo it will he lime to^me a dna 
charad/erof him to the nrinifters of the Pbi*e r wberekf 
thoUiyfilt Jiaye «%aay opportunities to perform the offe* 
of a kinfman and friend. Thofe of the fame blood ought 
thus to ferve, one another with integrity and, a&dion ; 
for injo doing, we. hdffcOjurfelves*: ftrchgthen the intereft 
of our^fcpiily^and ihaQ find return» in time of need. As 
thou, haJJ; i:eceiy$d favour from K other HafTan Bafia* on 
the icore ef.bepgjùs. countryman» fo there is greater 
Jfeafon; tha|; thou, %uldf H fliow kindneis to J£ou£ who 
partakes of our blopd. , •. •/..-. / 

There arif$s a.vaft complacency from doing good of* 
ficee, though to a ftranger,i or even to : an,enemy. Man 
is naturally, generous ; aqd. Jbe. Has debauched his foul 
who a$s, contrary to this .principle* - Yet thegreateft 
part of men are degenerated* they purfue lions, tygers, 
beacsj^and i#ch like raysttoup bcafe* with inexorable ha* 
tred and.repenge ; t^ey bear fecret . aptipathie* againifc 
Spiders, toads, Terpen ts, and jOther senomoua «features 9. 
asp) ^et they .axe. all thefe ,&ing8, or worfei • tbeaakbrcK 
EyejL fence A^raja abandoned ^erfarth, tljerc-bas been a 
ftraa^m^twojpfeofe & pm &&4 *W k*fCi far tha 
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»itMfc*#taget(,i*y> ttc toiifcw^il^te Irf' wkàtfeè¥^ 
it*ariwd,ircÌAtts ; as .if ow*caf<>n w*r*£fcfen Uè ótùf 
to te*afet*±b*nmo£ refiBrd>n*dì>od» of rttìpfety, «*• to 
Uamom^^i^ipurto^-' . ? .. ■ ..in • 
. Ifouf hai prefcntcd me *ith fotti ^(emtwK* of tkls 
ti«4 i* h^tit^^ «^ed^l^AWei Me fàys^that 
•cgiqnie nafc.^aorc-pèoiìfie^ ftraage atte fattrice 4>eàfts, 

, than it»Ì3<o£ «bcmftttHn^nteh, brtitds, «nd dè%8i in hutoài 
fluide. A pd though .he relais fame falftfefegs Of tile 
ladiju*,* and otte. fwoplt i* Afm, yet they ate kfeer- 
nixjed with tmgic«lrt-c^oTt««*f iWUrnM trfetoioifs'', fiict 
a* ftai» rjp.faiftovy of -oeMractv and m*ke fcevìdèn* fhat 
k il ihafd.tOvftiBCt.Witk ónogood ittan> atfkotag tèfc thótì- 
feód. The whole worìd w ovdr^M' , wifh oppreffiotf, 
e^e&y»* a* ari«e> perfcdy and luft, r 

j Jt^e relate* ftiaoge things «f die antiquities of Egypt: 
Ut qall&^t the only fcece of woftdtr* and mintele* oh 
tatittu.: Indeed this country was **er fkrfìoàfc among aA 
nations for the wifdom and learning of her priefts, WRò, 
in the firft ages of the worjd» uadèrftood all the fecfeti 
of the elements, the virtue of plants and minerals, and 
were perfe&ly verfed in the fcience of the ftars and fpi- 
rits, and in all manner of myfterious knowledge ; they 
were faid to make ftatués and images that could fpeajc, 
walk, run, and counterfeit all human a&iotos ; they were 
alfo exqtufite in making miraciàouB taufiaéntf «ndmirrtfrrs, 
with any kind of magical work, whettb^tbey kept tke 
people, and even the princes, • in profound awe* ànd «réne* 
ration of their prodigious knowledge «u*d- power, aril 
likewue defended tbfcir-cdtfntry againft all invaders ; fW 
no fooncr did an. enemy appear wkh his armies tm fill 
frontiers of Egypt, but thefe priefts had-prefcrft'inthasi 
tion of it by their fecret arti e?eb in tlleir cftaAAw^ 

. pafcat* at a*' btìfléitd fefegftét diftance j toeVfef t&d? 
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eju^otmen*»»/ tb*y either oairftd ,finr to testarne' ttrctfc 
4a their camp», or turned their fword» agmhvfteateh otfar, 
x>r feat aa army, of. wingedi fcrpentt toddkroytkem ; fò 
that for many ages no king jew. profpered 'that Jbttght 
^gaiaft the Egyptians* ... " i . 

But let not thou andl, d«r brother, feffie* ©u* reafo* 
to degenerate, fay giving credit to fictions and» romance*, 
though vouched by fain* pf our countrymen, fach at 
Morat Ak*nan, .Eb'* Abdalhokm, and others. 

He alfo tells many remarkable faflages of thè pytfc* 
faida of Cairo, the oveiftowing- of the Nile, the mtmfr 
mies, and other things» which I hate not now time to 
rchearfc , but in another letter I will gfattfy thee with a 
more ample account of his observations* 

In the mean time, live thou to enjoy the frukt of thy 
own travels in the Eaft» which» if it matches not the 
South in profligies and ftupendous inventions, yet it fu*- 
pafles both it and att the reft of the world in jaftice and 
morality* 

, Path, r7th of die nth Moon, of the Year 1655. 



KIV. — ToTsmael Kaidar, Cheik» a Man Of the Law* 

•JL hou had the chamber and fame of a great hiftorian, 
a man of intelligence both in the records of paft times, 
and the tranfaériotis of the prefent ; therefore the name 
of Chriftina, late Qneen'of Sweden, cannot be ftrange to 
'thee. I doubt not but thou haft heard of this princefs, 
£0 celebrated throughout the earth for her learning and 
other noble aecamplimments, and how (he voluntarily re- 
figaed the crown to one of her feftifmen ; but, perhaps, 
thou knoweft not the true motives which induced her to 
Foi. F. b 
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this royal caprice, for it deferves no better same» as thou 
wilt undcrftand by the fequel. 

v Her father, who, for his fuccefsful wars and perpe- 
tual victories, was called the Great Guftave, dying, left 
her in the entire poffeflion of his kingdom and new con-* 
quefts in Germany ; but during the time of her reign, 
Piemen telli, the Spanilh ambauador at Stockholm, by 
daily converging witji this great queen, ufed fuch plausi- 
ble infin nations, as to prevail on her to have a more fa- 
vourable opinion of the pope, and his religion, than (he 
had before entertained ; for all the Swedes are educated 
in in averfion fof thofe of the Roman faith. I need not 
explain to thee thefe 4htin&ions of belief among the Na- 
zarenes ; thou art verfed in their hiftory as well as in ottr 
own ; fuffice it to fay, that this ambafiador pofiefled 
Chriftina with fo fair an idea of the Catholic religion, 
that (he abandoned her crown, and has ever fince been a 
queen-errant, a royal rambler through Europe, being re* 
folved to make experiment of the generofity of -Catholic 
princes, whofe virtues PiementelK had fo highly extol- 
led. 

It would be a work of feven moons, ,for the moft in- 
duflrious fcribe to relate all the particular magnificences 
with which (he has been entertainei in her travels through 
Germany, Flanders, Alface, Infpruck, Italy, and Rome, 
where (he now refides. Every prince of the Roman 
church, through whofe territories me pafled, was ambi- 
tious to appear prodigal of his favours and civilities to 
their illuflrious ftranger ; perhaps, to evade the lafhes of 
her wit, which, they fay, is very fatirical ; or it may be 
for other reafons more forcible and poignant. Be it how 
it will, the Roman wits have not {pared her, as thou wit 
ptrceire by the following verfes, which, on the firft day 
of the moon of January, were found in the hand of Paf- 
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qnin, and on the portal óf the palace Eernefe, where (h£ 
refides r 

Pazza, Gobba, et Zoppa viene dal Norte» 
Del Monarch* Invitto 1' indegna Figlia, 
Mentre Pologna Gente et fi Scompiglia, 
A vane Pompe Roma apre le Porte ; 
Contra quelli Applaufi V ungrida forte, 
Et in bafle Note 1' altro bis Biglia, 
Corre la Sciocca Genti, alea le ciglia, 
Ride Paft|uin del Papa, et della Corte. 
Su fu venite voi Ruffiani Snelli, 
Et portate a Chriftina 'flra vagante, 
Di venere il Scettro ne i Pazzarelli : 
Vuol parar dotta, et è rozza Pedante, 
E in Braccio a mangiator di Ravanelli 
Vuol parer cafra, et è Putana Errante. 

I fend thee thcfe verfes in the originai, knowing thou 
art a critic in the Italian language ; befides they will not 
found fo well in Arabic. Thou that haft been in Rome» 
khoweft what Pafquin is, and art no ftranger to the hu- 
mours of that city. 

Let not lampoons of morofe Italians abate thy charity 
for this renowned princefs, but let her extravagancies be 
an argument of the greatnefs of her foul ; and remember 
the old Roman proverb, which fays, '" There 13 no fur* 
paffìng genius, without fome mixture of madnefs." 

Paris, 30th of the ift Mooa, of the Year 1656. 

. . XV.—Tptkfaw. 

Having the fpacè of" an hour before the poft goes, T 
could not forbear to inform thee of a new ftar which 
htely appeared la thefe "parts/ moving fa' a dire A line 

E 2 
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from eaft to* notthu The àftronomèrs ììare made accurate 
Observations of it, atod yet are at a lofs what to conclude. 
Some fay it is below the moon ; others place it in the 
fphefe of thti fixed ftars j one will have it a meteor; a 
fceond affirm 9 it to be a planet ; whilft the Jews report 
#»ery where, that it is the ftar of Jacob, and a lìgia that 
their Mclfias is at hand. 

Nathan Ben Saddi, one of that nation, at Vienna, 
fends me Grange ftories concerning the prodigies which 
ihall go before, and accompany the appearance of the 
deliverer of Ifratl, as he calls him. 

He feys, there fhall fpcedily come a fort of people 
from the uttermoft parte of the earth, of a black add 
horrible afpe&, fo that whoever mall but cafe an eye on 
any of them (hall immediately die, as by the glance of a 
bafilifk ; for every one of them (hall have two head* and 
feven eyes, glowing and fending forth., fpàrks of fire "as 
poifonous as the flaihes of the wind El-Saraiel in Arabia. 
They fhal] alfo be fwift as Hags. And about the fame., 
time, an extraordinary heat ihall flow . from the fon, 
which being difperfed through the elements, (hall corrupt 
the air, earth, and water», and infect all this lower world 
* with fuch peftiltntial qualities, that a million of Gentiles 
(for fo the Jews call all that are not of thefr own nation) 
fhall die every day ; and men ihall be in fo great confter- 
nation, that they (hall run up and down the firms, try- 
ing,* c * Wo, wo to us and our children !" They (hall 
dig their own graves,- and go down into them of their 
ewri accord, expe&mg death ; but that alt this time, the 
Jews fhall be in fafety and in health. 

This Hebrew adds, that the light of the firn (hall-be 
totally extingttimed for the fpace of thirty daya j during 
which horrible darknefs, the Chriftiana and Mahometans 
(hall acknowledge their emirs» and many of them (hall 
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embrace the law of Motes $ for which Cod», being move* 
to mercy» will re (lore that planet , again to ita former 
hrightnefs. 

But what he fays next is an unhappy prefage to the 
Romans» whole empire, according *o this tradition, (hall 
be extended over all the region* of the -earth for the {pace 
of nine moons ; after which term, God mall fend thefirit 
Meffias, the fon of Jofeph, who (h*U gather the «bTperfed 
tribes of IfraeJ, and conduci them to Jertifelem ; from 
whence he (hall iflue forth» with a victorious army» add 
lay wafte the Roman empire, fack Rome itfelf, and car- 
ry away the immenfc riches of the Chriftians to Jjerufa- 
iem ; and the very fear of him (hall reduce all nations to 
iiis obedience : He (hall fight with- ArmSUai Harafcha, 
the antichrift of the Chriftians, and (hall deftroy two hun- 
dred thonfand of Armilkt's followers, but in the e«d 
ihall be (lain- himlclf» and the good angels fhaU tranfpOrt 
hi» boàf to the apartment of .the fathers. . 
. The Jew* hold, .that this Armillai (hall fpring out;of 
an image of the Virgin T/Iary in-, Rome, ma.de of marble, 
with which the mou\ • wicked, and > prodigate among men 
4haH be enamoured, and >aonimit the moft execrable i«n- 
cleaanelii that can; be named. The refu\fe of thefe adjul- 
tcrot» coogrcfles ihall be, thajb the ftatue, by a fuperna- 
tural power, ihall prove impregnate $ and. cleaving afcm- 
der, (hail be delivered of this yoking antichrift, who is. to 
•' yexiand perfecute the Jews, a«ni afflici them with greater 
calamities than either they or their fathers felt.finccthe 
• beginning of' the world : t They (hall be forced to fleeun- 
to the deferta, and bids fcharalelves in the dens and cares 
of the earth, Iking' only on: the g*ra& and herbage» with 
the leaves Of , tree^, - till the" gcèau Michael, . the archangel, 
(hall thrice wind his horn ; then (hall the feeond Meffias, 
the fot* *£ Da-ud, with £lu» the prophet, appear, who 

e 3 
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ffcati refcue them oot of all their troubles, and lead them 
triumphant to paradife. 

This is the fum of what Nathan and all the Jews be- 
lieve concerning the kft times, which they fay are now 
approaching, a* is evident by the ruing of this new ftar, 
accompanied with terrible thunders and lightnings» . And 
the chief patriarch* or prince of the Jews» is come from 
Jernfatem to Vienna, to prepare thofe of his nation in 
thefe weftem parts, for the grand revolutions which they 
believe, asc ready to fail. out in the world. AH the Jews 
in that city went out a league to. meet him* with great 
pomp and iblcmnity. 

in the mean while. I bear that the fen of the mts 
Vifier Az em makes a eonfbfion among you at Confanti» 
nople, and the parts adjacent, being at tiK*head of fifty 
thouiaod men* on pretence to revenge the death of, his 
father^ but realty to recover his ravifhed miftrefs, the £shr 
Sultana Zamiouvre, who. was forced from his seragUo by 
the Grand Seignior's command, W^ men. and wine, ac- 
cording to the proverb of the Franks, make aU tbe di- 
ftmbance in the world ; and without «ailing to remem- 
brance the Trojan wain, the unhappy cffe&s of Helena's 
perfidy, wc may conclude» that women are the occafiooa 
of many quarrels among us* 

There is a peace lately concluded between the French 
and the new Englifh commonwealth ; by which means 
the exiled king of the Scots was forced to depart from 
this realm, winch has been his iaa&uary far many years. 
He went away at the beginning of the treaty, and has 
wandered up and down Germany ever fince, fometimes 
keeping a court like a king, at other times living incog- 
nito, and very privately, with only two or three attend- 
ants. That poor prince is very unfortunate ; yet they 
fay he bears his calamity with lingular moderation, and a 
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certain royal ftif&efc of mind, which will rather taeak 
than bend. 

This, pope is a great peaceunaker, and has fent nun- 
cioè with lèttere to all the princes of Chriusndom within 
the pais of the Roman chuich r eameftly perfuading them 
to unity and frkiKJUhip, thai Co their arms may be turned 
againft the mu&ulmans. His predecefior.was p£ another 
fentsment, and would not intermeddle in tine quarrels of 
any. One day, as he was looking out of ^a window *f 
his palace with fome cardinals, they efpied two men fighto- 
iag in the Are** whtteupon they dtfired the holy father 
to intcrpofe his authority, and command peac* ; but he 
ffrfufed, laying» " Let then* fight it out» and then they 
«81 be gbod friends of couite." And turning to the 
£fanifeambafiaxlar, he Jaid» « So wiH it rare with ywnr 
«after. *nd the King of France % when they hate faff» 
cseatly wearied out one another with wait» they w21 
gladly embrace the proposals of peace." 

Here is great rejoicing for the reconciliation newly 
made between the king and his uncle» the Duke of Or- 
ient*» who have been eftmaged a long time, the latter 
having efpoufed the Prince of Conde's caufe ; but now 
he has abandoned it, and is come to die court* 

Thefe infidel* are as inconfiant as the winds, which va* 
ry to all the points of the compafs. 

Paris, 30th of the ift Moon, of the Year 1656. 



• XVI. — To Sol y man, his Coufin, at Scutari. 

1 see thou art given over to a fpirit of difcontent : No* 
thing can pleafe thee : Thou murmured at Providence, 
and cafteft obloquies on the ways of God, as if the order 

"4 
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of all things, aod the eftablimed economy of the uiu'ràfe, 
muft he changed to, gratify thy humour. 

Formerly thou wert troubled with dull, melancholy 
thoughts about religion, j now thou art angry with thy 
traile,. and pineft that thou wert not educated, in the. aca- 
demy. A mechanic life, thou fayefl, is tedious and irk- 
iome, befidts thai it is beneath one of thy blood to be 
always employed in making of turbans ; thou wHbeft ra- 
ther to , hate been- a courtier} foldier, or any thing fave 
what thou an< •> 

CoiUjn, let not pride and ambition corrupt thy man- 
ners» J>oft tbou not coofider that all true believers are 
obliged to c^ercife fome manual occupation, and that the 
^>u}tan himfelf t» not exempted from this duty ì Did not 
the Prophet bimtetf pra&ife it, and enjoin it to all his 
followers? t Haft. thou not heard of his words» when he 
ft*4 f'vNormai! can eatanjr thing fwceter in this world 
than what is > acquired by his own labour. v Doubtkfs 
all the. prppbets *n& holy men .hate gained their bread 
by- their -lawful- employments : Adam was a gardener, 
Abel a ftjepher.dj Seta a;wea*er> Enoch a tailor, Noahla 
{hipwright,, Mofes, Saguib, and Mahomet, were (hep- 
herds ; Jefos, the fon-, of Mary, a carpenter, Abubecre, 
Omar, Otbmaa, Cali, and Gabdoracèaman, were mer- 
chants. • . - *. 

Dob thou efteem thyfelf of better blood thaò Adam, 
from whom thou receiyedft thine? For fhame J prefer 
not thyfelf to Noah, the reftorcr of mankind, to Jeff» 
the Meffias, to Mahomet our holy lawgiver, and to the 
reft -of thofe excellent perfons,:who thought it no con- 
tempt to work at their ferverai trades, and. eat the bread 
of their own labour» . * 

Befides, deft thou coofidcr the dangerous intrigues of 
a prince's court ? Art "thou fufficiently armed with wit 
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and dexterity to fecure thy ftation againft the wily train» 
of defigning men ? I do not reproach thy abilities ; yet 
I think thou wilt do better in the'pbft allotted thee by 
deftiny,that iti, in thy pro{>er calling, than in the perilous 
condition of thofe who ftahd or fell at the pleafure of 
others • whereas thou art now Ay own man, and need- 
eft fear no tempefts of ftate, or frown* of thy prince, fo 
long as thou puribeft none but thy private affairs. Marry 
■fovereign monarchs have envied fuch as thee, when they 
have .{ecu how cheerfully and quietly they pafs away their 
time under the umbrella of an obfeure and private life ; 
whereas, at the court there is nothing but intriguing, 
plotting, and treachery, one undermining another ifc> 
snake way for their own advance. The court is a per- 
*fe& theatre of fraud, diffimotation, envy, malice, and a 
thoufand vices, which there ad their various parts under 
the habit and difguifc of fee mi rig virtues. There a man 
mud flatter the great, and fpeak againft his own lente 
and the truth, to procure the favour of forne dignified 
foiAj than which nothing is more ignoble and bale. 

This puts me in mind of a pleafant repartee which 
•Diogenes the phflofbriher gave to a courtier : The fpark, 
paffing by Diogenes as he fat in a tub eating of turnips, 
put this feoff upon him ; " Diogenes, (faid he) if thou 
woaldft but kara the art of flattery, thou needed not 
fit here in a tub {branching of roots." To whom the 
pbilofopber replied, «• And thou vain-glorious man, if 
thou woaldft but learn to live contented with my home* 
ly fare, nctdeft not condefcend to the fawning of a fpa- 

- But, coufin, let not this paflage caufe thee to emulate 
the phOofopher's manlier of life, for he had his vices afe 
well as other men. If he was no flatterer, yet he was 
proud and opiniative ; he laid trains for the applaufc of 

* 5 
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own in all his actions, and fo taught others to become 
flatterers, though he was none himfelf. All his pretend* 
ed humility, mortification» aad rigour» were but fo many 
decoys for fame. Of this Pkto was fesfible, who was a 
far more excellent philofopher than he. As this fage 
w*a one day walking with fbme of his friends tn the 
fields, they Jhowed him Diogenes (landing up to the chin 
m water, whofe fuperficies was frozen over, fave* one hole 
that Diogenes had made for himfelf: *' Puh, (fays Pla- 
to) do not regard him, and he will foon be out ; for had 
he not feen us. coming this way» he would not have put 
himfelf to this pain/' Another time this philofopher 
«urne to Plato's houfe, and as he walked on the rich 
carpets» with which the floor of the hall was covered j 
" See {faid Diogenes) how I trample on Plato's pride." 
« .Yes» {fkid Plato) but with greater pride*" 

Certainly the grcateft philofophers, doctors, and even 
faints themfclvea, have their errors and faifcngs. Do not 
therefore affittì: to change thy calling for the life of a 
ftudent or a contemplatine man \ for the feme ebfeotrteut 
will ftiU haunt thee in that fiate which makes thee fo un* 
eafynow. Thou art a .perfect ftranger to the intofeti 
able anguiih of mmd which afflicts thinking men, and 
fuch as apply themfelves to the ftudy of the fciencea-t 
They labour under a perpetual thirft of knowledge, and 
the more they learn;, the greater and more ardent is their 
denVe of farther difcovericB ; Co that the moft accorftpiifl*- 
ed fages are no more fatisfkd with their own accpifitions 
than he who has never meddled with books. 

Then, as to their bodies, they are always vexed with 
one malady or other, proceeding from the violent agita- 
tion of their fpirits, the intenfenefs of their thoughts, 
.perpetual poring upon books, and their fedentary life. ' 
In all that I have faid I do not diffoade thee from feefc. 



ing after knowledge; I latbtr couufcl thee to read 
books, and I gave thee the fame advice in a former let- 
ter $ but .da it with moderation ; let no* Jthy ftudks in- 
trench on. the «Aura .of thy calling ; read hiftorka or o* 
ther traete», according to thy fancy, when thou haft no» 
thing eife to do ; but do not follow ilio dofe as if thou 
algxredft lo the character of a: complete hiftork* or phi* 
krfbpbjer: Stitt remember that thou art a turban-maker, 
aud that by the decree» of fate thou art horn for this bufi* 
aria* Follow it with alacrity and mirth- When thoiL 
art at thy work* it will be pkafant medkating on what 
thou haft read at thy fpare hours» Thou wilt find thy» 
{elf much more happy in thus mixing ftudies wkh the 
neceflary office* of thy trade», than iit abandoning thy- 
£d£ wholly to a contemplative life i And in the midft of 
Ay difgufts thou mayeft comfort thyfoif with this reflec- 
tion» that (hou art of , none of the moft defpicable call* 
sags wjiich ferre the neceffitie* of man*# body* Had 
thy employment been only to make papoucbes or fandala 
whksb corei: the feet, k might have been an argument of 
djTcootca* to thee,, in regard the foot is the moft con- 
temptible member. o£ the. body f int now thou pafieft 
thy time in making ocnaments for the head, which is the 
BtiHeft part* and commander of aU «he «eft» thou haft no 
neafou ta cepute» 

. If after all theg rafoivaft tc-<maiige thy cotìrfc of mV 
iadvifcthec ho turo fddier, for then 4hou muft.be coo* 
tented and patient. perfoece. .... 

^ari«, t3th df the 4th Moon, of tne'Tear 1656. 



ed 



CM* LESBW» «fWSN BY -ITqL^ 

""" ■ X#It^Td'MkLEc Amét." ' 

1 hjb. Na*ja*enc*,boaft. much of Hthe new coovctts they 
have made from the Muffulmafr law to the faith of Jefiia 
U^ Son of Mary. On tèe, 23d ,of ike l*ft moon, a Moor 
pf Trjpqli was baptized io a church : of this city» and the 
next dpy he. was anointed with: fheir ebrifai» ok holy *&t 
,(aa they call r it) which theyfoy has a virtue -to confina 
and jtreagthen him; in his new religion. , Qa the 35th he 
was clothed all ia white linen* and walked in proceffioo 
through the ftreeu, with mufic : playing before them, 
,,whxUt th# ground wa^.ftrewed with flowers. When he 
a^veg. afe the, great isofque of this city, a prieft gave 
him t^fat, which they efteem the body of the Meffias, bttt, 
in reality,. is, only a wafer*, with the figure of a man cru- 
cified on it. Thefe wafers are made and fold to the 
fwriefts hy the r xoniiaoi* bakers of the town, and yet they 
,malfe ( the ppoi jgnoquit. people believe with four word* 
.they, can change them Jn to an immortal God. 

,Thc;Wpega4^M^or appear^ very zealous anil devout, 
f^o^ejB.tin&the tempjes^aod v$Wg all holy. places. He 
walk»; along the ftre**s. wàh . head» in his hande, whkh 
the people, interpret as an argument of his piety to the 
Virgin J#a*y> the .mp3ther,oJE Je&aj for when they pfay 
to her, it is the cuitom to number their oijfons.oa beads» 
^&ut al) this white thty^onfider, not that be may be an 
hypocrite as foo their feligion, and» inftead of addreffing 
his p^yera to ; her* ma~y -direct «them to God alone, as ail 
the true-faith&4 do who ufe beads in «ehearfing the di- 
vine irjacutatioas, as w(*ll as the Christians ia repeating 
.«their Ave Maria, which they fay was the falutation that 
.4&abriai gaverthè Vkgia wheahe entered her oratory* «- 
> Be ,ifc hfiwf it will, he gets abundance of money by his 
dev^ion ^ fpr the Jfonki arc jreally very charitable, »à 
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give plentiful aim» to the poor ; but cfpeciaDy to one 
under his circumftances they are extremely liberal, that 
lb they may imprint in him a more fervent affe&ion, and 
profound reverence for their religion* 

But he is not the only convert they brag of; many 
c&pTives they either wheedle or force to turn Chriftians. 
Thus, he that was taken at fea by the fliips of Malta 
twelve years ago, when it was reported through Ghriften» 
dom that he was the Grand Seignior's fon, is of late 
turned Chriftian and friar, having fofemnly, and m pub- 
lic, abjured the muflulman law, cuffed' our holy Pro- 
phet, and all thofe of his racc^ with the believers of the 
Alcoran. He is like to come to gfeeat preferment in the 
Roman church r They call him the Ottoman Father ; 
and boaft, that the true heir of the Turkifh empire is a 
Chriftian, and in their cufiody. 

Yet, after all, the profelyte of greateft fame is Doa 
Philippou the fon of the Dey* of Tun», of vihohi I made 
mention in one of my former letters. This prince is 
now at Valentia, under the King of Spain's jurifdiciion, 
who allows him a? cottfiderable penfion, and hat given 
him leave to marry a priacefs of that country, very beau- 
tiful and ingenious, but of a poor fortune : He ha* one 
<fth fay her ; and it is fold the King of Spain tlefign» to 
fet forth a mighty fleet of fhips, and* having fnrnifhed 
this prince with all -things «etefiary for a warlike expe- 
d&toft, will'' fend Mm thus equipped t& claim the govern- 
ment of Ton»; Or, in cafe of denial, to make a dè- 
foent in that kingdom/ and fight for it; Bat I believe 
tfc» will only proved a Spanifti rhodomawtadey that mo* 
narch having work cnongh cut *ot for» him in Europe 
and America by the French and Stagliili, to 'divert him 
from anyfnch wild cnterprife on Afric. However -it be, 
4ais Po^Phihppo » mach ^talked of ia CWftwdoA, 
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»nd the Spantanili Matter themfelvea with the hope» of 
conquering a great part of Barbary by hid means, he 
lotting nnroy friends and * cosfiderabk kteceft ia thole 
parts. 

Thou mayeft acquaia* the divan, that Gikian the 
dwarf is ftfll living, aid fervei the Porte with a fecret 
awd untainted ueah Two daya ago he difcover«4 a cuti* 
«tag praftioe of Cardiaal Mazarini, whofe motions a&d 
intrigues >he watched very narrowly. He affurea roe that 
this mittiiler has difpatched away two agents to the 
King of Sweden and Eledtar of. Brandeafcurgh» with a 
lette? to each of thefe princes from the King of France, 
atfo with hhtftk. papers and the king's feal» giving them 
inftniltione to AS wp thofe blanks» And leal them with 
the king's fignet, according as they found, the treaty go* 
forward between thofe princes. The ipaio defign of this 
trick being to hinder them from eateriaig iato «a league 
^gamft tèe King of Poland/ by ail *he artifice thefe *» 
get*» cotild life, io enadtfy ttmiag* aad iakiag their «com»» 
terfert lette», to the difficulties and ipifurKberfaodiag» 
that always happet* k^uch bwata**, that 4b jthey- may*x« 
apparate each party agamfl the other as oocafioa *§eie«% 
without bftng obliged to- fend io Fnanee fotiwfli fettera,-. 
which would breed toe rowthi^day, artd%>oil their de» 
%n. 

By ibis fcbou' ifcaydl percoke that Cardial Mazarmi 
cos** not aW* #£ his pvaaWeflor Rkhheu.in raanagiBjj 
the affairs «of foreign courts. > He k the very fold of aft 
the gràadtbuuneJa io Qhraftetwiean. 

A ge&eicfL iwart*bttóaing. has, pofifaSed the French* 
especially the iahjMtants of Paris* -eve* fince «he concha* 
fon of the laft year, when the kèa& iffioed 4u* ieeajK&i <Qff* 
^Sf'Commaiàìbg. jtfaat aH *hegpid>aud filref naoasy h* 
the Ungdcon.* flundd bchcwi^ht<i&toihift mint fc> be. nata* 
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coined. The merchants firft cempkined of this «dic\ 
and then it was munmired at by ali die trading people ; 
at length the parliament of Paris took it into their con» 
fideration, and oppofed the «king's pieafnre ; upon which 
he baniihetl eight of their members, and has feVeral times 
prohibited them to asTembk ; yet they perfifbed to meet 
tiU he Ifaoifhed more of them, which» kiftead of awiag 
them into the expected compliance, has but incensed 
them more; and the difcontented clergy blow up the 
coals, as do likewife the friends of the Prince of Conde* 
sue pttrimiiiL in arc ? u w uoixj «ira ucicmpiui y ttj ximr 
proceedings, having exprefsly forbid the citizens of Paris 
to obey the king's order, and decreed that nothing (hall 
be done in their aflembly till the banifhed fenators be re* 
caned* 

Things being at this pafs, we expect nothing but tn- 
farreAions, mafiacres, and other efodfes of popular fury. 
The rich are laying in vaft quantities of com amd other 
prowfiona, as if they expected a fiege ; and the poor 
fere the better lor 'it, wfaitft great largefiesare given *. 
«mong them by the grandees of the pa&ament, to engage 
them la the focìion, Befides, thou . kwweft* the niuks- 
titée always delight in novelty and ftate tempefta, hoping 
•for plunder, and to enrich thcmfeJtes by «he ruin of o- 
thers. 

I know m* what condaék is fttcfl for me .to tife in 
this caie 1 ; whether it wS be fceft for me to «bide in dris 
city, or follow the court, which is now at La Fere hi iV 
^ardy; or whether I «kduld retire to -fame o&e* place 
Ids h'afck to civil diftorbanccs. I wifli the saaftftera of 
tfce Porte would fend mt fui ialbuàktis; what I ought 
%o do in thetfc emergencies. 

- From Rome w.e boar that the pope and cardinals are. 
in groat araAematton, on fowe. intelligence tkry have rd- 
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reived, that the Englifh intend to make a defcent on the 
territories of the church. That nation is now become 
the great bugbear of all Europe, fince they have moulded 
thenifélve» into a commonwealth/ 

-Etery kingdom and empire has a time to rifèr and an- 
other to fati. Bat who can 'determine the period where-; 
in ' the Ottoman glory wiirdeelme, which Is not yet adi 
vimced to* its zenith ? 

Paris, a7thof the 5th Moon, of the Year 1656. 



XVIII 9Tr 7o Sedree Al'.Giraw'n, Chief Treafurer to 
\. x the Gwnd Seignior* -...", : 

IhY virtues have at length raifed thee to a glorious 
tiittVthé charge of immenfe wealth. Thoo haft in thy 
cuftody the riches which cannot be matched -in theum- 
verle. God infptre thèe With graces fuitabie to a digni- 
ty fojfufl of temptations. I hope thou wilt not be a£ 
fronted at my prater, a* was thy predecenW Kienan Ba£ 
h at fome counfHs of like nature, which I gave him in 
k letter. Sòme men are ftrangely choleric, and look oli 
ihdfe as enemies who give them good advice. I anlf 
drained him of the ordinary cheats that are praéUfed at 
certain times in the treafury, which thou knoweft to he 
true as Well as I ; : and I tell theé farther, he himfelf was 
fbfpe&ed by many m the feragho not to have been ako^ 
gether exempt from guilt. 

Whether he were or not, I performed but my duty in 
giving him neceffary cautions ; for fuch is the will of my 
foperiors that I motdd not be* afraid to unravel the fe- 
crets of thofe who are falfe to the Grand Seignior. I 
did hot charge him with fuch a crime, and therefore he 
had no reafon to be angry j but fome men will pick a 
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quarrel with their own fl^adows. .In a wor4,*Ws,gran4ee 
forgtothimfelf. • r . 

In faying fo, I do not refle.ft on. Jus original, or. that . 
h$ was found (leaping on a dunghill in Ruffiana poor 
ragged infant, when, the Tatars tpolf, h^càpùve,4mong 
many.thoufan ? d& ; x)£ others» in, the. plunder, of Tfina»QW # 
and fold him to the Capa Agafi for thirteen j>iaflr«s, by 
reafon of his beauty. I do not call to mind the circum- 
dances of his youth, fmce it is common for the mcaneft 
flave* to arrive at an jxUaordiaary^raoikijr iy.thck m*» 
rits, or atleaft through the /avour of the Sultan. 

But what I aim at is, that in his being difgufted at 
the remonftrances I made of fothé private and finifter 
practices in the treafury, he forgot that he himfelf is ftijl 
a jlave to $he .Grand Seignior aft, well as I, and therefore 
not abxtt^in^ru&iqn.^ 

Wei), it fcems Jbe i^^nowraade. captajnbafla,, : ^nd tfcm 
fucce/fdeft^iminjtj^.oflkeof treafucer*. ToJum I wfk 
!>U^a^aWefuc,cefe.and r vic>>xjts «at, fea,, forche* fa&e. o| 
tjur^atw^er, an^themi^Tulmaa. empire i to thee, fq* 
thy pvm fake, and for my brother's, whom I know, thou 
wilt ever refged as a frjeqd, I wifh increate of riches a&4 
honours, even, as thy merits aodL fervicea augment in tk$ 
«fteem of the Sultan, and of all the workL , . . 

And I tell thee, I have far. livelier hopes to fee this, 
latter wiih take ,effe& than the former 5 for what xeafofl 
have we to expert better luck from the courage or con- 
duci of this.OuKooa Kicnan, than from.l&e brave £oune- 
fan Muftapha who commanded the fleet laftV year jj ? 

This unhappy thought has,pwt,me iatp as melanqhojy; 
a humour as JEncast was in* when the Qu/en of Carthage, 
required su* account of the Trojan wars^s for I have 
heard that .Cara Muftapfra Baffa. fucce^ed Zorncfan in 
the command of the fleet, and in the revolution of à 
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feiooft, was 'made rmmfbul again for the lake of Kienan 
Bafla, or rather for the fake of the licentious fokUers, 
Who, it feems, command all thing*. I have been in- 
formed alfe of all the other tragedies a&ed at the fe» 
tttgh'o fince ttoe fecond moon of this year ; neither are 
the cattfes and origin, of fo*much daughter and bloodfhed 
kid ftota mie. It b too appateilt that there is an unirer'- 
fid dfffofder arid corruption m the discipline of the janiza- 
rie». N - •- -< ' 

1 formerly wrote to the Rtaya Bey on thi* aeeottnt $ 
but it feems avarice, the root of all evfl, had rendered 
flliB infeofflblè ané obdurate. 

'^ la k *#* a fharhe that the pay of thofe who fera tltf 
tìttiid fetìgtttor in the wars'ftóuM' be detained not three 
**<4eti> Aiirtés, Ibttt» five or ffc years by their corrupt «fi 
ficers ? They fit at home enjoying their eafe, refctKng itt 
tttfernsyand committing a thoufand riotrf; wh'M the 
mhérè #n<§et£o nàmBerfcfò fatigtoe* abroad» and are rt- 
#aéed td> thè extrehieft neceffities, hot having fo mneh né 
fee -vefts -allowed them by the Sultan to cover their na* 
ketfnefe! And if «heycompktti of their fuffèrmgs, in* 
à&tà of redrefc, they meet with nothing but taunts and 
flé^roàches* as if they were not worthy to eat the Sui» 
tan's bread and felt, though they freely hazard their 
litps for him» .It is no wonder the janizaries are fo un- 
brtdkti hi their rage after fo many provocations. 

• Yet I caflftot bet lament the fate of thofe unfortiAiate 
i»«t wfofc- we*e facrificed l*> the fnry of that infolent mi- 
litia; eJpeoialJy I -candok the lofo of the bra*e Solyman 
Kyétir Aga> The janizaries had an old grudge againft 
him «v*r finse his hot difpute with the Boftangi Bafla, 
ftftd now they were refolved to execute their revenge. 

At for the Kwya Bey, it feems to be a ftroke o£ di- 
tone jnfticc, that hky who had been the caufe of all thi* 
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mutiny, Should in tenrorie (bangle Lkafd^ and fo go to 
bell as an expiation for the many lives be bad caft away* 

And. there it little lefs to be . faid in refpeéfc of the 
mufti» who was the chief of thofe who betrayed their 
matter* Sultan Ibrahim. To tell thee my true relent* 
menta, I am heartily forty for all the reft 5 bat to thofc 
who were concerned in that treafon there feem» 00 pity 
due ; and the mufti may thank God and his good (Lars* 
that his life went not with the others. They report best 
be. 1» fled i«to Egypt. * ; .....,-..•■ 

But what was that Gclep A&a vtha beaded tbis rat* 
We of mutineers ? I bare heard x notbrng ,©f bim before 
t&e intelligence I «ecttved of Us fwddca rife; and equally 
precipitate fall, dmàag ibis tumuk» , He was, I ftippeie* 
fomfe pjiffiotjate fool, of an illcofttrired midriff, wbioh 
ufed to. niake a quwrel between his. heart and bis fpieeu ; 
and from this kueftioe broil be habitually learned tbfc 
way to fet people, together by the ears ; a popular na% 
an incendiary;, and one that knew hew to wheedle the 
vulgar .to his own ruin. Who can give an account of 
thefe things ? or who can unravel the web of deftinyi 
Though these is nothing ftrange in bis particular cafis» 
yet in the general it is prodigious, that foch little iaftra» 
ments (hould be able to give fa terrible a (hock to the 
'fraine of an ancient and mighty government. 

He was a raan of no fame or character, and yet fior 
the (pace of two moons be may be faid to. command the 
greatefl: fovereign in the world, fole proprietor of fame 
«rid honour; and had he pushed on bis intereft, it is not 
improbable but that he might have exalted himfelf abovfc 
bis mailer, and fecured his poft againft all after-daps ; 
for, according to my intelligence, he had» during the fe- 
ditimi, heaped together prodigious fums of money, the 
prefents of baflas, and other minitlers of the Porte, who 
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•Biadoicd thi»,new?riung comet, and fought his protec- 
tion aad favour, .againfb the barbarous rabbk. But it 
foemshe waff infatuated/wkh too much glory, and confi - 
dsred not that «very body watched ail opportunities and 
•occafions to ruin him ; and that .his very followers would 
be. the firft to .betray him as foon as the hurry of their 
infurrcctioa was over. This generally happens to all 
ringleaders of parties ; when once the fpirits of a faction 
«re (pent, the lees (which confili of regret and confuuon) 
are discharged on thofe who firft fermented them, mixed 
tritìi the revenge of the ftate* 

* There are abundance ©f great and brave men gone; 
feat the old Ncgidher was of their council, and he 
brought them to ruin» as he did the Coreisof Mecca, 
iwhen they cohfpired againft the life of the Prophet. 
'This devil entered the temple, where they were aftem- 
bled, in the fliape of an ancient man, dectrcpid, and 
.leaning on a cratch 5 and when he- was commanded to 
withdraw, he told them, " He was a fenior, who had 
fee» all ages, and remarked the occurrences of times ; 
that he was expert in unfolding fecrets, and rendering 
«difficult things eafy." In a word» he ufed fo many 
-pkiifible inumiations, that they admitted him into their 
aflembly : But none' of their counfels prospered. * 

That malicious demon is often prefetit in the cabal? of 
féditious men ; and though they fee him not, yet he fc- 
cretly undermines their plots, and brings them to fharae 
and |rammrneot: For he is the fpirit of envy; and 
though he be himfelf a rebel, and the ringleader of a 
fe&ion in the kingdom of the air» yet fuch is his fpiteful 
«nature, t&atj he feldom fiaflfers any- rebellion to thrive on 
dearth; not for <any love that he bears to government, 
but becaufe he-- delights to be a&ive in ftufehief, be it 
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where it will ; and the guardian fpirrts wfll' not fdfer 
h'ra to mix with the cftabhibed divana of an empir». 

The all-good God preferire 1 tbee frorn the malice of 
wicked demons that always hover about treafttres of gold 

and filvtr. 

Paris, 22c! of the 7th Jfròon, of the Year 1656. 



XIX.— - To the fame. * 

1 he troubles of the Subitine Porte touched me Jo near- 
ly, and embarked ray foul in Arch a tempeft of felicitous 
thoughts and anxieties for the honour and.fafety of th* 
Qfnran empire, that I had no leifure to. think of my own 
particular hazards whilft I wa6 wrftiag the o$he* letter ; 
yet I have been engulphed in abundance, of vexations 
: sircumftaoce8 and perUpu accidents. .- ; 

: iV-fi^ne*^? happens, that whe,n *QBe : inis/ortune belala 
-a majv-it -brings a train along with it; fo that -a*- fonae 
feaibns;we feem to be befieged with evils, or atleajl, fo 
cloddy blocked up by an artny of calamities». that the^e 
is no gaflage left open either for relief or intelligence, ; 
. ,. So. has it fared with ine of late, and with thoufao^s 
•f other*,. I doubt not, in this populous city. The te- 
.beilion. of the Prince of Conde is the occafion of all tl^is ; 
for the king having fonie rcafons to apprehend a feeijet 
conipiracy of the prince's friends and weU-wifhers in Pa- 
ris, and other places, has caufed a very fevere fcrutiny $0 
be made of all ftraogers and fojouraera. The foubaihis, 
.c\r officer^,, gp to every \ipuk within their precraft* tak- 
ing down the name» of all tr^ iohtibitants irr wjitm^, and 
fewing the perfoaa of thofe whom they fufptól j The 
priforjjs are filled with -people of all ranks»' and thejnobles 
are fent to the Caftle of the Wood of Vinciennes, It js 
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fiud the king has a lift of many thoufands of Conde's 
party in Pans, who defigned, on a prefixed day, to take 
up arms for that prince, 'and that their example would 
have been followed all over the kingdom. 

God knows what is in the hearts of thefe infidels : I 
am fure Mahmut is wholly a ftranger to their plots : 
Though laft year I received certain inftru&ions from the 
Vifier Azem, commanding me to a£l fecretly in the 
Prince of Conde's behalf to abet the faction, and ufe all 
the endeavours and art I could to raife a new party for y 

him among the courtiers : But I waved fo dangerous an 
employment, by proposing to him the vaft expences it 
would require, and the neceflity of fending fome extra- 
ordinary «mbaffy to this court to countenance the bufi- 
nefc. To tell thee the truth, I efteemed it a thing im- 
practicable, and a mere caprice of that a&ive baffa, who 
kad a natural kindnefs for rebels, and delighted to have 
a hand in difficult undertakings, whether there was any 
likelihood of fuccefs or not. 

But he is dead, and let that atone for all his rebellions 
when he had the command of Aleppo. I love not to 
load the departed fouls with accufatkms ; what I have to 
fay is in my own vindication, who could not approve Iris 
politic chimera. In regard had it facceeded, no profit ' 
or advantage would from thenee arife to the Ottoman 
empire ; and had it been difcovered, not only I and ail 
the fccrets of my commiffion would have been laid open 
to the infidels, but alfo it would have been an eternal 
dishonour and blemifh to the high fefplendent Porte, to 
be found guilty of violating, in fo notorious a manner, 
the hkh. it had given to the moft ancient and puiflant 
monarchy among the Naaarenes. 

Befides, I know not -but this* minifter had a private 
fcraidgs** agfciidt me -for aeeufiag him formerly to-* the ài' • 
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van, when he held eorrefpoadence with» the Venetian* j 
and that he ftudied this way to be revenged» by employ- 
ing me in an affair which mutt needs be my ruin* How* 
ever, I think I had reafon to be caution* and appreben» 
five of the worft : This made me difpatch to him a let- 
ter, full of fpecioue umbrages, teeming to approve hit 
defign, but entangling it with ftich difficulties a» would 
divert him from farther thought* of it* 

Yet, after all, I have bee;, really brought into danger, 
on the bare fu(pkion of being concerned on the Prince 
of Conde's fide ; by which thou mayeft guefii at the 
conference had I hearkened to the vifier's advice. 

One morning early, the officers appointed for tab puiv 
pofe entered my chamber; and having demanded my 
name, bufinefs, and quality, I aniwered, " My name was 
Titus Durlach Nieflki ; but that for ihortnefa, and to de* 
note my country, I was commonly called Titus the Mol- 
davian ; and that by this name I was well known to Car*. . 
dinal Mazarini, as I had been to his predeceffor Rich» 
lieu, and other courtiers of great quality. I told them 
like wife that I was a clerk, who underllood fome foreign 
languages, and therefore had been often employed by 
thole cardinals in translating books out of Greek and 
Arabic into Latin and French ; for which reafon, being 
recommended by Cardinal Richlicu, I had been introdu- 
ced inta the acquaintance of leverai nobles, whofe chil- 
dren I taught thofe languages; and that fome of them 
had promifed to make me curate of St. Stephen's church 
as foos a» it was vacant." 

They feemed to be very well fatianed with what I faid, 
but told me moreover, they had a commiffion to fearch 
my lodgings for arms and trea&màbk papers. 

.It is knpoffible to e*prefr the horror I was in when I 
faw them go roundly to work, prying into every corner, 
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and Searching my trunks, coffers, and even my bed itfelf. 
Not that I had any guilt upon me of concealing either 
arms or paperi relating to this confpiracy, but my con- 
cern was for my box of letters tò the minifters of the 
Porte. A» for arms, they found no other but an old 
fword, which I told them I travelled with out of my own 
country, and a brace of piftols for the fame ufe, to de- 
fend me from robberé, auaffins, and other injuries. 
. Thefe fellows feemed migjttily pleafed with the curi- 
ous workmanfhip of my weapons, furveyed them all 
ojyer, and having drawn my fword out of the fcabbard, 
and made a pafs or two with it againft the wall, after the 
French mode of fencing, they put it up again, telling 
me, " They had no authority to take thefe arms from 
me, fincc they were neceiTaiy for my defence." But 
•when they came to my box of letters, and faw them writ* 
ten in ftrangc characters, which none of them could read, 
they began to look on one another, and change their 
countenances, as if there were fome dangerous matter 
contained in thefe papers, and therefore written jn cyphers. 
They went afide to one end of the chamber, whifper* 
ing together, and nodding their heads, with all the fymp- 
toms of jealoufy. At length, I, interrupting them, faid, 
* You need not, gentlemen, be concerned about thefe 
papers ; they were left with me by a merchant Jew of 
my acquaintance, and they are letters of correfpondence 
between him and fome of his brethren at Rome, Venice, 
Amderdam, and other places in Europe. It is therefore 
they are written in a character which to you appears 
ftrangc, it being Hebrew, the national language of the 
Jews. They contain only matters of traffic, being let* 
ters of mart and exchange ; for you know the Jews are 
the greateft merchants, brokers, and bankew is the 
world." . «. 
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'Thefe words, wtdv fome gold -which I ga*e them, dift 
pel-fed all their fufykioiM, cleared up their eknidy'èrowsi 
and tunned their frowns into forties and <6*ip8mcntal a* 
drefle*. • Itey told me, «« Iwasa *ery hdnefTman, and 
they would do ' me what iertice they' c<*ild;>> So bid 
m« adieu. • • • * * " '- * ■ • < <-• l 

By this- than' mayeft fee the 'might? potter* òf tfcae 
charming metal wtitch eommands afi things, for what- 
ever I could have faid without that had been mfignrftcant. 
But thefe idolaters naeked ima ari indifference at the firft 
fight of tha glittering piffcoles* «id when I hadentoe 
rendered them thus elidile, it was cafier ttft frame them 
to tfcc ntoft devout appearance of refpeft and friendflnjf. 
They promi&d and fwore ho hart fhtiuld he done me» 

But I knew the ffeklenefa of human fidelity better 
than to repofe any great confidence in thefe mens words. 
As foòn a« tkey Were gone; I conveyed my letters tó E«* 
hachim, who could eafily conceal them in any private 
comer of His hotdc, defiriitg Munto ftfrnflh me with fome 
letters of indifferent concerns written in Hebrew, that if 
thefe fearchers fhouM come again, and demand a fecond 
view of my box-, perhaps with defìgn to carry ft to fotwtf 
minifter of ftate, I might have thofe Hebrew difpatch'etf 
ready to mow, which being put iri thd fàthe bbrf, would 
not be known from the other by fuch ignorant fellows/ 
to whom Hebrew, Arabic, and 'Chinefe, were all alike, 
and fo I mould be acquitted from' all future trouble of 
this nature. 

And the event anfwered my expectation ; for withiq. 
three days the fame men came again, with others in their 
company; pretending they had frèfh warranto, and were 
fworn to be impartial. ■ Wherefore ISvas forced to at- 
tend them, whilft they carried both me arid my bo* be- 
fore a cadi, or judge, who having examined me very 

Vol r. i ' 



J 



1 22 LETTERS WRITTEN BT Vol. V. 

é 

ftriétiy concerning my name, country, , religion, and ci- 
ther matters, and feeming well fatisfied with all my an- 
fwers, at lad fent for a pried well verfed in' the Hebrew 
tongue, ordering him to perufe the letters ; which when 
he had done, he affured the cadi that there was not a 
word in any of them relating to the date, being purely 
matters of private contracts and bargains between mer- 
chant-correfpondents, with bills of lading, &c. So I had 
my box of mam letters reftored to me again, and was ho- 
nourably difmifled. 

Yet though this ftorm was foon blown over, I was 
very near running on rocks and fands, through the per- 
fecution of my predeceffor Kienan Bafla, and Kifur Dra- 
melec, with many others in the feraglio : The firft keep- 
ing from me the penfion allowed by the Grand Seignior ; 
the fecond either fending me no intelligence, or elfe baf- 
flingTne with trifling news, nothing to the purpofe ; the 
reft afperfing me to the minifters of the divan. 

I defire thee to fend me the arrears that are behind for 
the fpace of nineteen moons, as thou wilt find in the re- 
gifter of the Hafna. Had it not been for Eliachim, that 
honeft Jew, I fhould have been ruined in this place for 
want of money. 

1 need not fay more to thee, who knoweft that gold 
is the grand talifman which works all the miracles in the 
world. 

Paris, azd of the 7th Moon, of the Year 1656. 
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BOOK III. 

LETTER I.— To Dgnet Ogloit. 

W ho can penetrate into the myfterious conduce of de- 
ftiny ? whether God governs this world by the influence 
of the ftars, or by the xmniffcry of fpirits, or by his own 
immediate power ? or whether all things did not proceed 
from chance, and are ftill ruled by the fame ? Be it how 
it will, there remains fomething adorable. Even that 
chance hfelf, fuppofing Epicurus's opinion tree, is worthy 
of fupreme honours and facrifices, which has, with fuch 
exquifite luck, performed all the parts of infinite wifdom 
and forecaft, in forming and preferring the univerfe. 
Were I a difciple of that phUofopher, every morning 
when I beheld the riling fun, and at mid-day when I few 
him climb the meridian, and in the evening when he takes 
his conge of this upper world, to vifit our Antipodes, 
would I, with profoundeft veneration, cry out, " O eter- 
nal Chance ! O omnipotent Cafualty ! O incomprehen- 
sible Blindnefs ! I adore thee, I burn incenfe to thee, 
and do all things which the duller fort of mortals think 
are only due to an all-wife, all-good, and an alLmighty 
God !" Thus would I addrefs to that infinite pell-mell 
of atoms, could 1 believe with Epicurus, that from fuch 
an inconceivable hurly-burly proceeded all this admirable 
beauty and order which we behold. 

Thou wilt perceive by this that I am religioufly dif- 
pofed, and rather than not adore fome fupreme being, I 
would make a deity of that which to others is the foun- 
tain of atheifm. And I think there is reafon on my 
fide ; for, let this world be produced how it will, whe- 
ther by the cafual concourfe of atoms, or by the deli- 
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berate ad\ of an eternal mind ; whether it be eternally 
felf-exiftent, according to the Stoics, or be the genuine 
refult of the divine ideas, as the Platonifts fay ; it is but 
juit that we mould pay the mofi devout and grateful ac- 
knowledgments to the fource of fo many immenfe prodi- 
gies and wonders. 

But, then, what (Hall we fay for all the evil thai, ap* 
pears in the world I That there is fuch a thing as evil 
ficattere4 up and down through all the ranks of beings» 
and, as it were, blended and riveted in their very effsnces, 
is manifcft at fijfft view ; and every man has his fhare of 
this epidemical contagion. But whence it proceeds, who 
can inform me ? I am not the firft that have aiked the 
queftion. Many ages ago the inquifitive world was bufy 
in fearcbing out the root of evil, and there- were almoft 
as many opinions about it as there were nations on earth. 

Some aflerted, that all evil came out of the north ; 
dthe'rs derive it from the fouth ; as if the two poles 
were the centres and native feats of this malady of the 
world. But thefe feem to be men of fhort difcoorfe and 
mallow reafon, fupinely credulous, and willing to take 
up with any things rather than be at the pains of atten- 
tive contemplation. 

Yet this, opinion has fo far prevailed in thefe weftern 
parts,, that the Nazarene pricfts, when they celebrate 
their mafs, Hand on the north fide of the altar at the 
reading of the gofpel* turning their backs to that quarter 
of the world ; and the reafon they give for this ceremo* 
ny is, becaufe in the written law it is faid, " Out of the 
north comes all evil." I have heard them ferionQy main* 
tain this argument ; but God knows whether there be 
any fuch place in the written law or no, or if there be» 
whether it muft be taken in this fenfe. Yet I muft coo* 
Uh the Romans have fame reafon to believe it, having 
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experimentally felt a great deal of evil from the northern 
Goths and Vandals, who, in former ages, rufhed out of 
their frozen regions, and came down like a torrent upon 
Italy and other parts of Europe, making havoc of all 
things civil and facred. And if this be the ground of 
their Ceremony, they have greater reafon now to change 
their ftation, and tarn their backs to the (buth-ea&, hav- 
ing bee» much more fatally handled by the victorious 
BfrufTulmans. 

The ancient Perfians held, that there were two prin- 
ciples, or fources of all things, viz. good and evil» and 
that there has been an eternal quarrel between them ; 
but tu the end, they fay, the good fbaU get the vi&ory, 
and exterminate the evil. This opinion was embraced 
by a fc& of Chriftians, whom they called Manichees. 
The founder of that feet was a Perfian by birth : His 
ftame was Manes, a very learned man, as the records of 
the Eaft téftify ; yet the Christians rank him among the 
iftoft pernicious heretics. He taught that wine was the 
blood ©f devils, and therefore forbade it to his follow* 
€ftf; he alfo prohibited the item of animals; this he 
learned from the pried* of Egypt, where he refided a 
coftfiderable time. 

Put to return to the fentiments of men concerning 
the origin of evil : There are fome who affirm God is 
tbe author of it, which is not far from blafphemy ; o- 
fhers fay, that when the devils were exterminated from 
the earth, they, in revenge, fowed the feeds of evil in 
the uttiverfe : But that of the ftoics feems the tnoft pfcra* 
fible to me ; for they afferted that nothing is evil of it- 
felf, but that the contrariety which we behold in the 
world is very good, and conduces to eftablifh the order 
and economy of all things. 

My dear Dgnet, do not efteem me an atfùeft becaufe 
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of the liberty I take in difcourfing of thefe myfterious 
things. There are a fort' of people here in the Weft 
whom they call Deifts, that is, men profeffing the belief 
of a God, creator of the world, but fccptics in all 
things elfe. They have no implicit faith in hiftorical re- 
ligion, but think it the part of men, as they are endow- 
ed with reafon, to call in queftion the writings of mortals 
like themfelves, though they had the character of the 
greateft prophets. Thus they think it no fin to canvaft 
the books of Mofes and the Hebrew prophets, the gof- 
pel of Jefus the Son of Mary, and the alcoran of Ma- 
homet, our holy lawgiver ; choofing what is agreeable to 
reafon, and reje&ing the reft as fabulous, inferted either 
by the craft of men or the interloping of the devil. 

I proteft there appears to me no reafon to call thefe 
men-^ttheifts or infidels ; they rather feem to deferve the 
title of philofophejs, or lovers of wifdom and truth; 
and it is from them I. have learned this unwilling nefs to 
be impofed on in matters of religion. I find them in 
all things men of great morality and goodnefs, far ex- 
ceeding the zealots of the age in true virtue and pious 
actions ; but they make no noife cf what they do ; and 
whilft only their human frailties are confpicuous to ally 
their perfections lie concealed under the veil of an unpa- 
ralleled modefty. 

Such of old were the aflbciates of Zeid Eb'n Raphaa, 
my countryman. This was a perfon of an ardent fpirit 
and prodigious understanding, educated in the muffulman 
law ; but when he came to thofe years wherein men 
ufually examine the grounds of their religion, he fought 
out the moft learned men, and fuch as were verfed in 
all fciences. After he had converfed fome time wkh 
them, and found them to be perfons of integrity, as well 
as men of fenfe, he proposed to them the convenience of 
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frequent clubs among themfelves, where they might, with 
an unreftrained freedom, difcourfe of all things, and, be- 
ing united in an inviolable friendihip, might improve one 
anpther in knowledge and virtue, without regarding the 
legends and harangues of the mollahs. This fociety 
compofed fifty books' of fo many feveral kinds of fcience, 
and they called them Echwanoffopha, or the Writings 
of the Sincere Fraternity, concealing their names. They 
treated of human and divine matters without referve or 
caution, afierting, that the munulman religion was cor- 
rupted and alienated from its firft inftitution, having im- 
bibed many errors ; and that there was no way to reflore 
it to its primitive purity, but by joining to it the philofo- 
phy of the ancients. In a word, they endeavoured to 
reform whatever was amifs in the doctrines and manners 
of the faithful, by reducing both to the ftandard of rea- 
fon. 

I know not whether thou wilt approve or diflike their 
enterprife ; but I am fure thou art fenfible, as well as I, 
that there are bigots among the followers of the prophet, 
and that thofe deferve correction. The devil will fet his 
foot in the temple of God, but do not thou follow his 
fteps ; if thou do, he that made the devil fetch thee back 
again. 

Paris, 30th of the 7 th Moon, of the Year 1656. 



II. — To the Nazin Eschref, or Prince of the Emirs, at 
the Porte. 

1 he Chriftians fay, it is an argument of God's love 
when he chaftifes them ; therefore they have no reafon 
to be peevifh, or call it an effect of his anger, that a dif- 
mal plague is broke out in the territories of the pope» 
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the kingdom of Naples, and other part* of Italy. This 
contagion rages fo vehemently in Rome, the capital city of 
the weftere Nazarene*, that above an hundred thousand 
perfetta of feterai rank» have forfakc* that place. The 
pope's palace » fhut up, and no accefe granted to any, 
not evea to foreign amhaffadors, without great precau- 
tion, and then none of their retinue are admitted with 
them. 

it it laid feventcen hundred die daily m that city, aod 
ém rkoufand a-day m Naples- y nay, in feme place», the 
luring ate Scarce fofBcieat to bury the dead. The Grand 
Duke of Tafcany, to portent the Spreading el ft* ia- 
feetiea m h« territories* has forbid aS iatcrcowfe between 
àia fcbje&s and thofis of the pope, neither will he per* 
aut lb much, a* a nuncio to pais through hi» dojnhftHHiSt 

This» mortality has frighted Qnee* Ghriftinw from 
Rome : She has fent to defire paflcs of the Duke of Sa- 
wy, and other princes, defignmg for France. She is 
already o* her voyage, having beco prefcnted by the 
pepe with ten thousand crowns to defray the expence* of 
her travels. Here are great' preparatioea making for 
htt «cuprica ; the* foVg haràg fe*t orde» to* aH the go- 
vernors of town* and provinces through which {be muft 
pafs, to receive and entertain her with a magnificence dee 
to her foveréign dignity, and worthy of the French gran- 
deur and hofpitality. 

In the mean time, this court isfna fallen: humour by 
reafon of a late great lòfs they have fuffered at Valenciennes 
m Flanders. This place was befieged by the French at 
the beginning of the campaign, but was relieved by the 
Spaniard* this moon, who killed above a thoufand men 
én the fjpot, took £ve thou&nd prifoner's, with all their 
cannon and baggage. Among the captives of note is 
the Marefchal de Fette «Seneterre,. jjeheral of the French 
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army ; the names of {he others are wanting. Marefchal 
ée Turenne himfelf very narrowly efcaped, by timely 
withdrawing his brigade from the fight, lor which fome 
ftigmatize him with cowardice and tseachery, whilft 
others affirm he a&ed the part of a prudent captain, ni 
thus retreating, fince it was impoffible to reflore thè 
battle with any fucCefs, 

From Sweden, we hear that the Eie&or of Brandea- 
burgh has entered into a leagae with the King of Swe» 
den, by which both their armies are united againft the " 
King of Poland $ and it is laid their ferft defiga wiM be 
upon Dantzig. That country is in a horrid coafafion, 
the nobles, gentry, and boors, being all in arms» fome 
deferting their fovereign, others adheriog to his ktereft. > 
King Cafoni* has inveftcd Warfaw with aaarmy of forty 
thoofand men. l*i the meantime, the Hollanders have 
feat a great fleet of ihips of war into the Bakie fea, but 
to what end is not known, nor what pan they will take» > 
whether the Swedes or Boles ; yet the, latter hope for 
great affi&ance from .them, there having been lately fome - 
mifoflderftandmg between the Dutch and the Swedes. 
The Mufcorite8 alfo have entered Poland with a numerous ~ 
army, and the Tartars are coming with another to the 
aid of King Cafaiif. 

Thus is Poland become the ftag* of a moft terribk 
war ; and which ùàt foever gets die vi&ory, that Jinhsp* - 
pf country witt be near raped. 

Nathàft . Ben Saddi» a jew at Vienna, and a private * 
agent for the Grand Seignior, fends me word, that the 
Smperor of Germany hath an army of thirty thoufond ' 
foot, and -twelve thoufend horfe m Sikfia, who are to join 
with the Muscovites, and do fome considerable a&iea > 
agami* the Swedes, whofe continual victories* and grow* 
mg grcatnefs, gives jealoury to tbcfe (uiffimt mettateli*- 
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He informs me farther, that the emperor has difpatchcd 
a courier to the Prince of Tranfylvania, with infractions 
and letters to engage him to a neutrality. 

But the young Jtagotfki is as wild as his father, and 
hates to be led by the nofe. 

Thou mayeft inform the minifters of the divan, that 
Adonai, the Jew, is dead of the plague in Rome, having 
firft taken care to tranfmit to me all the papers which 
concern the myfterious Porte. 

This court at prefent is at a place called La Fere in 
Picardy, a province bordering on Flanders, from whence 
there may be a more frequent intercourfe between the 
king and his camp. 

Prince of the holy line, I have fent thee all the new3 
that is ftirring at this juncture, faving fome trivial mat- 
ters, which are not worth a mufTulman's knowledge, much 
kf8 thine, who art diftinguiftied from the crowd of true 
believers, by wearing the facred colour of the prophet. 

Paris, 30th of the 7th Moon, of the Year 1656. 



III.— T0 Melec Amet. 

JljLbre has been a ftrange accident lately, not many 
leagues from Paris, which hat occafioned various dif- 
courfe8, and put the philofophers upon a new fcrutiny, 
One morning, a certain peafant or farmer, walking over 
his lauds, as his cuftom is, to number his iheep and other 
cattle, miffed a barn, or ftore-houfe, which ftood in a 
field at fome diftance from his habitation. Surprifed at 
this, he haftened towards the place where he law it but 
the night before, when, to « his no fmall aftonifhment, he 
perqejved» that not only the barn, but a great part of 
the field wherein it was built, was funk into the earth» 
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He immediately ran and called fome of his next neigh- 
bours to behold this ftrange fpe&acle, and the fame of 
it fpread all over the couatry. Divers learned and inge- 
nious perfons have been there, to make observations of 
this accident ; but none dares venture near enough to the 
chafm, to look down into it, becaufe the earth continues 
breaking and falling in, which makes a noife like the fai- 
▼08 of the janizaries, when the Grand Seignior vifits 
the arfenaL 

One would conclude by thefe uncommon fymptoms, 
that the earth grows ancient and weak, that her inward 
ftreugth andr vigour decays, and that we are every where 
in danger of being fwallowed up. I have not time to, 
write more, it being midnight, and the poft ready to 
go. 

The Almighty and All-good God have thee in his 
holy protection. 

Paris, 30th of the 7th Moon, of the Year 1656. 



IV.— To Zornezan Mustapha, Begkrleg of Er% 9 ram. 

1 will ftill congratulate thy happmefs, even in this laft 
change of thy fortune, which, though it be a kind of de- 
fcent from the more lofty ftations thou haft pofleffed in 
the Ofman empire, yet it is attended with honourable cir- 
cumftances, and an inviolable fecurity. Thou art not out 
of the fufcan's favour, banimed to Egypt, and confined 
to a narrow penfion during thy life, as has been the fate 
of feveral grandees ; but thou art withdrawn from the 
intrigues of fiate, the toils of war, and the plots of a 
courtier's life, to the fweet retirements of the country, 
the peaceable poflcfiion of a rich and fertile province* 

1 6 
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where thou mayeft pais- thy day* in uncontrouiabk cafe 
and felicity. 

I am not furprifed at the fall of fo many great men at 
the Porte, nor do I moeh. regret the death of tbofe who 
were known enemies to the government ; yet it troubles 
me to think how the brave and Che loyal had their inno- 
'cent blood mingled with that of traitors and villains. 
But thefc things are unavoidable in popular infurrc&ioot, 
when the fovereign is compelled to facrifice to the multi» 
Inde whomsoever they require. Thus fell the illuftrious 
Solyma*, among the criminal eunuchs, though he him* 
felf was free from ftain $ but he was a negro, and that 
was hk ruin } for the malcontents could not difeero the 
fair qualities of his font 

Curfe on that fool, Chaban Kalfa, and double curfeson 
his rampant wife, Muikly Kadin, who gave the firft occa- 
fion to all this diforder and fpoQ of noble blood» I remem- 
ber the honéft Solyman gave me once a hint of the fe- 
minine debaucheries pra&ifed in the queen-mother's a- 
'patimento j out ne ipoKc ©» it witir io 1 mucnr mowSiiy 
and referve, that it hardly made any impreffion on me at 
that time, otherwife I mould have imparted it to the Vi- 
fier Azem, or fame other minifUr of the divan ; for fo 
am I commanded in cafes that touch the honour and fafe- 
ty of the Grand Seignior. And I tell thee, this was 
none of the leaft importance ; for, as it appears, the wo- 
men were undermining the moft facred and firmly ella» 
Uifhed government in the world ; they were not content- 
ed to wattow m their own impious and unnatural de- 
lights, but would have fet themfelve» a» a pattern to 
others» and by degrees have infected the whole muflul- 
man empire with a new fpectes of debauchery, which, 
as it began, and was carried on> by embezzling the royal 
trcafures, felling of places to men of no meriti buffoons, 



Book III. A SPY AT FAUS. t& 

pimps, andafics, fo k would have ended m enervating 
our militia, corrupting all the faithful, and Jaying the 
empire naked to infidck. 

How many vifiers, kaimachams, captain baflas, and 
other officers, have we had killed this fatal year ! A- 
mong the reft, I cannot but reflect on the poifoning of 
the chiaus baffa, after he was made Vjfier Azem, as a 
ftroke of divine juftice, for having imbrued his hands in 
fo much noble blood, when he enjoyed that dignity once 
before. God purfues the cruel with invincible fcourges» 

But what was that Achmet baffa, who took advantage 
of the (ultan's domeftic troubles and foreign* wars to 
difturb his government in Ana, and raife a rebellion, 
which threatened even the imperial city Rfelf Ì By the 
conrfe of his fortune, it looks as if he were not content* 
ed with his command in Alia, and therefore took this 
new celebrated method to obtain a higher dignity, viz. 
by rebelling againft his matter ; elfe why was he made 
baffa of the lea in the room of Ouroos Kienan ì The 
baffa of Aleppo firft brought into fafhion this daring way 
of growing great ; and if it be thus countenanced by 
the Grand Seignior, in all probability he will have rea- 
(bn to make peace with the Chrtftians, that he may kite 
rripite and forces to employ agatnft his own fubjeéb. 

Amidft all thefe things, nothing affltcis me fo muck a» 
the horrible kris our Beet has fuifcained at lea. We havfe 
tartan» reports of this combat; but m general they 
agree that the mofimWns have loft feventy»two mips and 
galleys, with an infinite number of men ; thai the Vene» 
tiaas have taken the ifflesof Tcnedos and Lemnof* and 
that they ate advancing to befiege Conftaif*i*ople. Thi» 
new» is a great while coming to us. ; fo-that if ft be true» 
and the Venetian! purftttd the» vi&ory, ft» angh* 1 
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know, by'this time the imperial city, trie refuge of the 
world, may be laid in afhés. 

I have often propofed the neccfiity of platforms along 
the Hellefpont, to guard that important avenue of the 
facred Porte. Had they put in practice Mahmut's ad- 
vice, perhaps the Nazarenes would have had no occafion 
for their prefent triumphs ; but now they banquet in 
the open flreets ; all Chriftendom rings with the news of 
our difgrace ; the drunkards of Europe infult over the 
profeflbrs of fobriety ; amidft their bowh of wine they 
blafpheme our prophet, and fing in the praife of Bacchus 
their god ; they menace the conqueft of Alia, and threat- 
en to exterminate the muflulmans from the earth. 

Enraged at thefe profane boafts,. I ftop my ears, and, 
turning round in a divine phrenzy, I pray that God 
would baffle the infidels. 

Paris, 6th of the 9th Moon, of the Year i6j6. 



V.— To the Moji Renowned and Mojl Illuflrwus Maho- 
met, Vifier Azem > at the Forte. 

IS* at xncomprehenfible Majefty, which has no refem- 
blance, at whofe pleafure all things are difpofed and or* 
dered in heaven and earth, by whofe particular provi- 
dence, for the good of the Ofman empire, thou art ex- 
alted to this glorious truft, to be vicar of the vicar of 
God ; augment thy graces and virtues, and blefs thee 
with fuperlative wifdom and perfect tranquillity. 

I revere thy accomplished foul, confummate in all mo- 
ral and political fcience. Thou art the moll experienced 
man in the empire : And I ceafe to condole the late 
tumults and riots at Conftantinople, though their effe&s» 
were fatal to fome brave men, lince thou art chofen to 
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this dignity, from whom the whole empire may expe&, 
not only a ferener fiate of affairs, during thy adminiftra- 
tion, but alfo a rooting up of the caufes of thefe public 
.diftempers, and of all other evils which infeft the monar- 
chy defigned for the conqueft and reformation of the 
whole world. » . 

According to the cuftom of the Eaft, I approach thee 
not without fome prefent : But pardon the flave Mah- 
mut, who can fend thee none worthy of thy grandeur. 
I have inclofed in a box the true effigies of the prefent 
King of France, with that of his uncle the Duke of Or- 
leans, his brother the Duke of Anjou, and his coufin.the 
Prince of Conde ; .as alfo that of Cardinal Mazarini, and 
Queen Chriftina of Sweden, who is now at the French 
court. Accept alfo from ah exile, a little cabinet, con- 
taining twelve watches, of fo many different contrivances, 
according to the circular variation of the moon in the 
fpace of thirty-four years : They are the work -of my 
own hands, therefore I fhau\not commend them. Each 
is wrapped up. in a piece of filk, wherein is wrought in 
Arabic letters the method of ufing it. Perhaps thou 
wilt find fome diverfion in trying the experiments men- 
tioned in thofe tables. However, defpife not this mean 
tenumony of Mahmut's refpeét ;. but confider, that if I 
come fcort of the curious artifts in Europe, yet my la- 
bour is. paflable enough for a muiTulman, among whom 
there is fcarce another watchmaker to be found in the 
world. 

If thou wouldefl know the occafion of Queen Chrifti- 
na's being at the French co4b fhe came thither from 
Rome, when the laft moon was in its wane. Her pafTage 
was by fea to Marfeilles, having touched at Genoa, and 
received magnificent gifts from the republic ; bat they 
would ndt permit her to land, for fear of the plague» 
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which then raged in Rome, and wa* the caule of he* 
leaving that city. 

However, the French fhowed no fuch timorous fqueam-» 
ifiuiefs, . but received her and her train with open arm». 
She landed at MarfJeilke on the 29th of the 7th moon ; 
and when fhe made her public entry, the confute of that 
city» with all the nobles, met her in eoaehes, the great 
guns were difcharged to welcome her, and fhe was ca- 
refied with all the dcmon&rationft of honour that «re 
mowed to the Queen of France herfelf in her progress. 

The lame entertainment fhe received at Ai*» Avig- 
non, Lyons, and, in fine, all along the road to Paris»' the 
keys of the towns being farrendered to her (for fuch 
was the king's pkafure), and a canopy of fiate borne 
ever her head whe» fhe entered any town, and received 
the addreffes and compliments of governors, prelates, and 
other great men in authority. She was likewife magnifi- 
cently treated by princes and the chief dukes of the realm j 
and on the 8th of the heft moon, made her entry into 1 
this city on horfeback, apparelled like a man ; where 
having ftaid fome time, fhe departed for Compeigne to 
vifk the court, which refides there now. 

It isf not fuppofed me will tarry long in Prance, but a* 
fbon a» fhe hear» the plague is abated in Rome and the 
adjacent parts r fhe will return thither to pafs away the 
refidue of her life, in that fteft of princes and prelate* of 
th* Nazarene belief. 

A little before fhe left Rome, the Spaniards there had, 
eon^wed to feize on her perfon, as alio on the pope, to 
have murdered fhe Portage! amfeaflador, and fet the city 
én fire : But the plot was difcovered, and conspirators 
put in prtfon ; for the fefctencc of death is never paflèd * 
in criminal cafes among the Nazarene* without a format 
trial. * * . 
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Here it a rumour as if a great five had fome roooos 
ago broke out in Conftantinople, and eoafimed much 
of that city. I wonder none of my friendly net any 
ether refuting there, have font me an. account -of any 
fuch thing; which fills me with hopes that «hi» report is 
falfe. 

From all hands we are affured, that the Swede* and 
xTratitfcftD'tifgnef^r h& v^e ooTaffieo a great victory over twe 
Poles and Tartars at Warfaw * the vanquifhed having 
loft above fix thoofand men on the fpot, ,with all their 
ammunition and baggage ; and unfortunate King Cafi- 
nur was forced to fly with a fittali minw* towards Hua- 

• It waa the general expeftatjoo of Europe* that the 
Mofeov&es and Germans would hate doae fumethang ex» 
fraordmaty for the Pofea, and by fame furprifing a&oft 
put a check to the Swedifh fuccefe» and triumphs ; for 
whea the Muscovite ambanador was at Koningfberg, co» 
deuvouring to withdraw the Duke of Brahdenburgh from 
the Swedtfli interefts, he vomited forth terrible menaces 
ia-case they complied not with his matter'* propofak ; 
and one day, s» a furious seal, he took a large goblet of 
wme m the elecW's prefence, and having drank it off to 
the czar's heakh, the barbarian laid aloud, « Thus mail 
the great Emperor of the Muscovites devour all that op- 
pofe him.** But now it feems thefe were only empty 
bravadoes, and the Mufcovites were rcfolred to Hand by 
and fee who got the better of it. The fame may bo 
faid of the. emperor and Prince of Tranfyhrama, fo* of the 
Danes and Hollanders, who now all declare for the 
ftrongeft party. 

Magnanimous Vifter, if the prefent engagements and 
wars in Dalmati» and Candy, befides the domeftic trou» 
hies of the Ottoman empire, did not wholly employ the 
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armi of the muflulmans, doubtless it would be an under- 
taking no lefs profitable than glorious to fuccour the 
diftrcned Cafimir, turn the tide of the Gothic conquefts, 
and oblige the Poles to an eternal fidelity and gratitude 
to the Grand Seignior» 

Paris, 14th of the zoth Moon, of the Year 165 6, 



VI.— 7a Abraham Eli Zeid, Hogia, Preacher to 
the Seraglio. 

X have frequent accefs to the king's library, which fa- 
vour was firft granted me by Cardinal Riehlieu, who of* 
ten employed me in tranflatingfome curious treatises out 
of Arabic mto French or Latin* The French feem veiy x 
fond of Eaftern m'anufcripts wherever they can meet with 
them ; and they have no lefs regard for men who are 
{killed in thofe languages. That minifter, efpecially, was 
very inquifitive into the wifdom and learning of Afia : 
He. monopolized Perfian, Syrian* and Arabic books* and 
was a profeffed patron of linguifts ; he coveted the ac- 
quaintance of ftrangers and travellers* that he might* by 
their means* inform himfelf of the different laws, cu* 
ftoms, and religions of foreign countries, and of whatfo- 
ever was rare and worthy of obfervation in any part of 
the world/ 

Hence it was that I received evident marks of his 
efteem, as foon as he. knew that I underftood the Greek, 
Arabic* Hebrew. Turkifh, and Sclavonian languages» ■• 
He often made ufe of me, as I have faid, and gave me 
free accefs to his own and the king's library ; and 
though his fucceflbr Cardinal Mazarini is not fo much 
addicted to ftudies of this nature, as to the affairs of 



Book III. a spy at rAms. 139 

fiate, yet he has continued to me the privilege of vifiting 
thii treafury of learned books, where I pafs many hours. 
One day I caft my eyes on a manufcript written is 
Arabic, and indorfed with this title, 

• 
Tie Original Covenant of Mahomet* the Prophet of the Ara- 
bians, with the Profejfors of the Faith ofjefut. 

And underneath was a Latin infcription, fignifying, that 
this manufcript was found in the convent of Chriftian 
Friars on Mount Carmel. I have tranfcribed the contents 
of this parchment, and fend it inclofed to thee, that thou 
mayeft judge whether if be real or only counterfeit ; for 
the Nazarenes affert it to be the true agreement of the 
meffenger of God, and therefore reproach all the mufiul- 
mans with difobedience . to our lawgiver, and breaking 
the league figncd and fealed by him whom we call the 
Seal of the Prophets, and witneffed by the four principal 
doctors, Abu Bccre, Ofman, Omar, and Hali. 

If thou wilt perufe the inclofed paper, it will be eafy 
to difcern whether we are guilty of this violation of faith 
or they ; for though (fuppofing this to be the real tefta- 
ment of the prophet ,as is pretended) that favourite of 
Heaven grants many articles of peace, affi ft ance, and 
friendship to the followers of Jefus, with immunity from 
taxes and impofitions, liberty of confeience, freedom of 
marriages, &c. ; yet it is evident, that he promifed not 
thefe things but on certain conditions to be obferved on 
the. part of the Chriftians ; as, that none of them mould 
harbour, or hold correfpondence with the enemies of the 
true believers, Or privately accommodate them with arms, 
horfes, money, or any other neceffaries of war ; but, on 
the contrary, ihould hofpkably receive the mutiulmans 
into their houfes.for three days, and protect them fro» 
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their enemies. If, therefore, the Chrifkians mould fafl in 
any of thefe points, the prophet declares his covenant to 
be void, and that they mall net enjoy the indtilgencies 
granted therein. Alt this, thou wilt fee, is recommend, 
ed fòlemnly to both parties, to be religioufly performed 
till the final con f ummatiotu 

Now all the difpute is, Whether we have firft tranf- 
greffed thefe articles or the Nazarenes ? For if it can be 
proved that they are the firft aggreffors, then they hate 
so reafon to complain of their misfortunes, or aocnfe the 
true faithful of oppreffioa and tyramry, at they common* 
ly do ; frocc it k mazrireft that they have drawn thefe 
evils on themfelves, by their breach of fekh and mfidebty, 
4Hànnulkng the covenant of God and* his prophet, and 
forfeiting the benefit* they might have claimed by virtne 
of it. Be it how it will, the prophet is free from blame ; 
1st the guih reft on the perfons that were criminal. 

I know not how it cornea to pais that the Chriitians of 
this -age think and fpeak more reproachfully of oar holy 
lawgiver than did their fathers, who lived in his time, or 
immediately after it, and who by confluence could bet- 
ter inform themfelves of the circumftanccs of his birth, 
Kfe, and renowned actions. Some ancient writers among 
the Nazarenes make honourable mention of hfm and his 
family ; they conceal not the early ugni of his heroic 
virtue, and the grandeur to which he was de dined. I 
have read in a certain Chriftian author, that when the 
prophet was but nine years old, under the tuition of his 
uncle Abu Takb, who carried his glorious charge along 
with him to Damafcifs, and that whilil they were at 
Boz'r, a learned monk, whofe name was Bohira, came 
out of the convent to meet them ; and taking Mahomet 
by the hand, in the prefence of many Chriftians, he fad 
aloud, " This youth is bom to accomplifh great things \ 
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his fame (hall be fprcad from eaft to weft ; for as he drew 
near to this place, I faw a bright cloud defcend and cover 
him." Sultan David alfo prophefied of him, in that 
which the Chriftians reckon the 50th Pfalm, and the 2d 
verficle ; where that divine poet thus fings, " From Sion 
God hath proclaimed the empire of Mahomet/' But 
the Chriftian* have interpreted this in another fenfc, 
though the original remains a (landing witnefs againft 
them. ' So Mofes, in the Pentateuch, uttered a myftery, 
when he faid, " God came from Sinai, he rofe up from 
Seir, and was manifefted from Mount Paran ;" intimat- 
ing hereby the defcent of the written law to Mofes, of 
the gofpel to Jefus the Son of Mary, and of the alcoran 
to Mahomet. The Meffias alfo faid to his difciples, " If 
I go not away, the called of God will not come to you." 
But the Chriftian interpreters wilfully hide thefe things 
from the vulgar, left their eyes mould be opened. There 
appears an obftinate malice and ignorance in all their ac- 
tions. 

Who will not laugh at the foolilh fpite of the Spa- 
niards, who, in a certain town, had a cu Horn, as oft as 
they entered into the church, or came out, to fpit on a 
black image of a man fitting on an afs near the gate ? 
But a muffulman ambaflador coming thither from the 
Emperor of Morocco^ and obferving this vain ceremony 
of the people, afked the king, " What perfon that fia- 
tile represented ?" He made anfwer, " That it was the 
image of Mahomet, the Arabian prophet." — " That 
cannot be, (replied the ambaflador) fmce our prophet 
never rode but on camels : It is rather the figure of the 
Meffias, who indeed is recorded to have rode on an afs." 
The king, troubled at this anfwer, confulted the priefts 
and learned men, who all concluded that the ambaflador 
had fpoke the truth ; and therefore, inftead of offering 
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any more indignities to this image, tlfey fell into another 
extreme, and built a chapel for it, burning incenfe to the 
ferifelefs Hock, and paying it divine honours. Thus they 
prayed to that which but a little before they had curfed, 
and turned into a god that which they iiad efteemed al- 
moft as bad as the devil. God's curfe be on the devil 
and all his adorers ; but on the holy prophet and his 
followers, may bleffing» mower down, and reft till the 
knot of the fpheres be dhTolved. 

Paris, 14th of the 10th Moon, of the Year 1656. 



VII.— To MuRAT, Bqffa. 

JVnow for certain that Don Juan de Braganza, late 
king of Portugal, is dead : He left this world on the 
6th of the laft moon, after he had been tormented ten 
days with the itone. His queen has the fupreme power 
in her hands during her fon's minority, whofe name is 
Don Alphonfo. This young prince was crowned within 
a few days after his father's deceafe, to prevent the plots of 
the Spaniards, who fupport a powerful faction in the king- 
dom of Portugal, and are not without hopes to reduce it 
again to the King of Spain's obedience. The world is 
always bufy either in recovering old loft intereft, or feek- 
ing of new. 

The Marefchal de la Ferte, who was taken prifoner by 
the Prince of Conde in the battle of Valenciennes, and 
having a price fet for his ranfom, had liberty to go whi- 
ther he would on his parole, either to bring the faid fum, 
or furrender his perfon by a certain day ; finding himfelf 
flighted at the French court, is refolved to perform his 
promife at the prefixed time, and go over to the Prince 
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of Conde's intereft, who will not fail to beftow a very- 
honourable command on a general of fuch merits. 

In the mean time, the Count of Harcourt play» tricks 
with his matter, and holds private correfpondence with 
the German emperor : He is a ferviceable or a danger- 
ous man, according as he is pleafed or difgufted, and 
therefore they court him on both fides. He is now at 
Brifac in Alface. I cannot admire a man that is thus 
induftrioufly troublefome to his prince, without any thing 
of merit or bravery to boaft of, fave his former fervices in 
Catalonia, which have been fufficiently repakHrith royal 
condefcenfions and favours. And thofe who make a pa- 
rallel between his cafe and that of the Marefchal de la 
Ferte Seneterre, confider not that the lad fell into his ene- 
mies hands only by the chance of war; whereas the 
other is a wilful apellate, if he embraces the emperor's 
propofals, when no neceffity conftrains him, and honour 
flies in his face. 

From the North* we are informed, that Count Coningf- 
mark, gencraliùuno of the Swedifh forces in Pruffia, as 
he was failing from Wifmar, was taken captive by the 
Poles, and imprifoned in the Caille of Weyflèl-munden 
near Dantzig ; and the inhabitants of that city miffed 
very narrowly of taking the Queen of Sweden herfelf. 
It is certain they have got a vail booty from the Swedes, 
confifting of eighteen chefts full of gold, with cofferd of 
the king's jewels, and other rich things* 
'. Thefe King Cafimir demands for himfelf, with a mil* 
lion of. rixdollars, to be paid him by the Dantzigers ; re- 
quiring alfo that they mould furnim his army with all 
forts of ammunition and provifions ; which, though it 
be a heavy burden, yet thofe loyal citizens think nothing 
too much for their king. 

The Mufcovites, in the ,9th moon r befieged Riga, a 
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city belonging to £bc crown of Sweden, but have newiy 
raifed tke fitge, after they had lofi above ten thoufasd 
meo before the place. < 

Thit is «11 the news I can fiend thee, {ave that the 
FreneH have taken Valencia, a city in Italy. 

I with I may hear as profperou* intelligence as this 
laft from Candia, after fuch immenfc charges and flaugb* 
ter ; but vidiary is- in the difpofal of the angel of time. 

Paris, id of the rath Moon, of the Year t6$6. 



Vili.— -7d Hebatolla Mir Argun,' Superior of tie 
Convent of Dervifes at C ogni in Natotia. 

It is difficult to define the particular temper of ray Aral 
when I firft received the news of thy predeceuWs death, 
that renowned and venerable Bedredm, who, as thy dif- 
patcb informs me, is gone to paradife. I was neither in 
paffion,uor yet infeafible, but wholly <efigned to the will 
of Heaven 2 I cottfidefed his itamenfe virtues, «nd the 
courfe of nature ; his wonderful age, and more admirable 
a&ioriB, a life equally^neafured by hours and prodigies of 
piety.; for he was not in the number of thdfe who let 
whole days pais away without the leaf! good work, or 
without leaving any knprefs on the track of time. •• I ex- 
press myfelf accoiding to the vulgar- faying, Time paffes 
away % whereas in my opinion tfenoilftads rlill, and only 
we pafs away, with all things fufc$e& to motion and 
change. It is like the miftake of thofe, who, fading on 
the water, think the tvtts and ««otintafcfs move, whfift 
only they themfelves are drivel» before Jthtf wind j or, like 
the phikrfophy of *to>fe* who, titoftfeg* to nbtit grofier 
fenfe, maintain the fun whirls ro*»d our wot Id, though, 
according tareafoa and better philofophy, that globe of 
1 
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light (lands (till, whilft ours turns round its axletree, and 
fo deceives our eyes. Thus, whilft we mortals glide over 
the uncertain waves of human life, and pafs by the vifible 
and n>ed land-marksK>f time, day and night, we imagine 
thofe land-mark* move, and not we ourfelves ; whereas 
day and night remain for ever ftedfaft and invariable in 
their fucccffiyc intervals, and only the elements and bo- - 
dies compounded of them are fubjedt to change. 

Minutes, hours, days, and years, are not properly the 
meafures of time, but of the motion and duration of all 
corruptible beings ; for time is infinite, amlTJcyond all 
dimenfions. In a word, it is no otherwp^e diftingutihed 
from eternity than barely by a name. , 

All that I have faid on this fubje& is comprehended 
in the Arabian proverb, which fays, •* To-anflrrow is ne- 
ver." Doubtlefs there is no paradox or herefy in fay- 
ing, It is always to-day ; or that this hour, this minute, 
is eternal. And from this truth fprung the contempla- 
tion of thofe who place eternity in a point or inftant. 

But to return to Bedredin ; that faithful, of the faith- 
ful, may his foul repofe in the mercies of God, and his 
memory be blcflcd ! May Gabriel, the friend of the 
prophet» pray for him;, then Michael, Ifraphtel, and the 
raeflenger of death, with all the angels who made orifons 
for the divine favourite, after his translation from this 
earthly fiate ! And when thou, and the religious frater- 
nity under thy care, have performed the accuftomed 
prayers and expiatioas for the iiluftrious prelate deceas- 
ed, there is no queilion but. that, he mail be in a condir 
tion to intercede for you and for the whole mufiulman cow 
pire ; for he was a perfect faint, and the beloved of God* 
O fage aftd reverend fucceflbr of that holy man» fuffer 
me to tell thee, thy name HebatoUa, [the. gift of God] 
fills me with glorious prefcges of thy life and adminiftra* 
Vol. V. g 
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tion, in that renowned college where the incomparable 
Bedredm (hiaed fo many yean. Now he is gone to God, 
and to the gardens of eternal retirement, having left his 
feat on earth to thee, repleniihed with the facred odour 
of virtue. 

He was a religious imitator of the prophets, and of all 
holy men in general ; a devout admirer of the Meffias, 
and a faithful difciple of the feat «of God. Now he is 
gone to fit down with them in the chiofes of Eden, on 
the banks of immortal ftreams, and rivers of wine, milk, 
and honey, which glide along the alleys of paradife. 
This is the recompencc of heroic virtue, the crown of 
good works, the blifs prepared for chafte and purified 
fouls, who in their tranfmigration from this earth carry 
no ftakis of vice along with them ; for nothing impure 
can find admittance into that world of glittering efleace. 

O Hebatolla, what is there on this obfeure globe that 
deferves to be compared with thofe ferener joys above, 
thofe unfullied pleafures, that untarniihed blifs? And yet 
fomètime8 we tafte ftrange felicities here on earth ; but 
it is only when the gates and cafements of paradife are 
open, when a celeftial wind tranfports hither thè leaves 
of the trees of Eden, and- perfumes the air and fides 
with the tranfeendent odours of that happy region, waft- 
ing alfo imperfect founds, mufic in foft fragments, and 
echos from the choirs of the blefifed. Then it is the 
hearts of mortals feel a fecret and inexprcffible joy fpring- 
ing up from the root ; this lower world (if I may fo ex- 
•prefs ntyfelf ) is all intrenched with pleaiure ; this hap* 
pens not every day, but only at the feafons o£ divine iff. 
dalgenee, on the feftmlt of feme particular faints, and m 
the time of the kfttnertial jubiee, when God exhilarates 
the univerfe with uncommon favours, said am infinite lar- 
gete* 
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A* for the reft of our enjoyments, they are mitiga- 
tions indeed of the pains and inseparable miferics of this 
mortal life $ they prevail on us to wait the appointed 
hour of fate, and not hurry ourfelves out of the world 
before our time ; but they defcrve not to be placed in 
the rank of true felicities. 

Howcrer, our patience under this fatigue of life, our 
indifference to pleafure and pain, poverty or, riches,, fiefc- 
ae(s or health, honour or difgrace, with all the other ob- 
jects of human paffion, will prove a lingular argument of 
merit, a prevailing recommendation to the life to come, 
and an effectual paffport to paradtfe : For he that is thus 
infenfibly, yet willingly weaned from the fulfome joys of 
earth, by the very courfc of nature and decree of deftiuy 
muff unavoidably afcend to a purer region, to a place 
capable of fatisfying his afpiring foul ; for nature creat- 
ed no appetite to baulk it. 

This is the life (6 recommended by Jefus the Son of 
Mary, whole chaza&er thou haft in the library of thy 
convent. Here I fend thee in a box that which by all 
the Nazarene* is efteemed his true effigies. I remember I 
once faw another of the (anse lineaments in the treafury 
of the Grand Seignior. Thefc pieces are very rate, be- 
cause not copied by the hands of common painters, but 
by the moft celebrated matters in Europe. And the ori- 
ginal draught, they fay, was made by the Meffias himfelf 
on a .handkerchief, which he clapped to his face, and fo 
left his lively portraiture. 

I cannot afcertain the truth of this tradition ; but in 
regard this is oae. of thofe copies which is cbfeted by 
the greatcft monarchs in Chriftendom, I fend it to thee, 
as a worthy ornament of thy cell» without either the pe- 
ril or (bandai of idolatry. 

The pious Bcdrcdin was covetous of any memoir* of 

G 2 
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the Meflias, whether written in hieroglyphics, or in the 
more ufual characters of fpeech. He would have made 
no more exception at a picture than at a poem in praife 
of that holy prophet ; and I queftion not but thou equal- 
led him in the fame indifference. 

I could not fo eafily procure the true picture of John, 
fumamed the Warner ; but here I will give thee a ihort 
hiftory of his life. This was a .famous prophet, who liv- 
ed in the days of the Meflias, and was of the race of 
the priefts : His habitation was altogether in the defart, 
for he was an eremite, and lived in a cave on one of the 
mountains of Judea : Some of the Jews took him for 
Elias, others for the Meflias, and a third fort faid he 
was Mahomet, whofe coming was foretold in thè book 
òf their law, and in the writings of their prophets. 

But John denied that he was any of thefe, calling him* 
felf in modefty, A Voice, or Echo. His life was very 
abftemious, for he fed only on the tops of plants and 
wild honey, drinking nothing but water of the fountain 
which ran by the fide of his cave ; and his body was on- 
ly covered with a veil of camel's hair, ufing a leathern 
thong for a girdle. 

To that folitary refidence of his, there was great re^ 
fort of people from Jerufalem and the cities round about; 
for the fame of his fan&ity had fpread through all Pale- 
ftine and Syria. 

He warned his difciples with his own hands in the wa- 
ters of Jordan, from whence he was called the Baptift, or 
Warner. He daily preached repentance and good works 
to the incredulous Jewsf, and openly declaared-tbat Jefus 
the Son of Mary was the Meflias. That holy prophet, 
it feems, was one of John's difciples, and had been warn- 
ed by him in the river Jordan. 

In fine, after many years of heroic virtue and piety, 
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John had his head cut off by the order of Herod the go* 
vernor of Judea, becaufe he had reproved the tyrant for 
marrying his brother's wife. 

Behold thefe memoirs are the beri prefents the poor 
exiled Mahmut can fend thee, when he congratulates thy 
acceilion to that holy chair; yet fuch as thefe were more 
welcome to thy predecefibr than gifts of filver, gold, or 
precious (tones ; for he was a diligent collector of choice . 
antiquities, and felect fragments of hiftory ; he was alfo a 
liberal patron and encourager of philofophy and. all forts 
of learning. Follow thou his example, and the true 
faithful will be eternally obliged to thee. Thou haft a 
fair opportunity, there being, as I am informed, the bed 
library in thy convent of any throughout the muffulman 
empire ; and the dervifes under thy government are men 
addicted to the ftudy of the fciences. It is pity fuch 
inclinations (hould want encouragement, whilft the infi- 
dels are every where bufy in founding new academies and 
augmenting the old. There is one lately erected in the 
dukedom of Cleve, by the Elector of Brandenburgb,. 
where the Oriental languages and fciences are profefied*. 
If the Nazarenesfcre thus curious to pry into our learn- 
ing» why (hould we be remifs in attaining the knowledge 
of their languages and hiftories, fince thereby we (hall be 
in a condition to know their greateft fecrets ? 
^ Sage Hebatolla, let not the infidels have any longer 
occafion to term us barbarous and ignorant ; but remem- 
ber, that in promoting literature, thou wilt perform a 
meritorious fervice to the Grand Seignior. 
Parii, 17th of the 1 ft Moon, of the Year 1657. 
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IX. — To Selim Al' Mosel, Venerable Imaum of the 
Mojch of San&a Sophia. 

jTxaise be to God, fole lord of the zenith arid the na- 
dir, poffeflor of infinite regions, who hides the firft meri- 
dian in the palm of his hand ! The names of Peru and 
Mexico are not now foreign in the Ottoman empire, 
efyecially to travellers and men of fcience. 

When our fathers firft heard of America, thty had no 
other way to exprefs fo unknown a part of the world 
than by calling it the Land of the Golden Mines, becaufe 
of the aburidaiice of that metal which was brought from 
thence by the Spaniards, fince their conquefts iti thefe 
parts. But now we are no ftrangers to the geography 
of that remote continent : Commerce and traffic have 
rendered all the known nations of the earth familiar one 
with another ; and I remember, when I was at Contanti- 
nople, the names of Peru, Mexico, Florida, &c. were as 
common in the Copha Hans, as the names of IndoftaB, 
Turquiftan, Gurgiftan, or any other provinces of Afia ; 
fo that a man would have been laughed at, who, in 
fpeaking of America, mould have ufed any circumlocu- 
tions, as to call it the Empire of the Golden Mines, the 
world beyond the great fea, or the like. 

Yet we muft confefs our knowledge in this kind is ow- 
ing to the Pranks, who fail into thofe far diflant regions, 
and at their return communicate their intelligence and 
observations to us ; for elfe we had been yet altogether 
ftrangers to the hiftory of that new world. 

It was firft difcovered by Chriftophcr Columbus, a Gc- 
noefe, in the year 1492 of the Chriftian hegira. This 
man had a happy genius in contemplating the motion of 
the fun, and the frame of the univerfe 5 he was no ftran- 
ger to the extent of onr continent, and the fituation of 
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all its parts ; he had been often at fea, and feen divers re- 
gions ; and particularly when he was in Portugal, the 
moft wefterly part of Europe, he took great delight to 
walk on the more in the evenings, and obferve the fet+ 
ting of the fun. This cuftom of his produced various, 
thoughts in his bread : But what was of moft import, 
his reafon fuggefted to him, that it could not confili with 
the order of nature, that the fun, after he left our world» 
ferved only to give light to the fifties, or gild the wave» 
of the wcftern ocean ; therefore, on good grounds he 
concluded, there muft be Come unknown land beyond 
thofe mighty tracks of fea» which waihed the weftern 
(bores of Europe and Afric. 

This thought made him uneafy, and put him upon a 
refohition of attempting a difcovery. He made propo- 
ùIb to the republic of Genoa, but was rejected. Theft 
be addreflcd himfelf to Henry VII. at the Engliih court» 
where» not finding encouragement» he went to the King 
of Spain, who approving his defign, furnifhed him with 
two mips. He failed on the ocean for the fpace of two 
moons, without feeing any land, which made his mariners 
mutiny, their provolone falling fliort $ they threatened to 
throw him overboard if he would not return ; but he 
with mild words, and ftrong reafons, appealed their fury, 
promifing to fail back again if they faw not land within 
. three days. On the third day, the boy on the main-top - 
maft faw a fire, and within a few hours afterwards they 
came within view of land. 

When he had made his obfervations, and done what 
was requifite in his circumstances, he returned to give the 
King of Spain an account of his expedition. .. 

After his death, Americus Vcfputius was fen^ to con* 
quer thefe unknown regions; from whom that whole con* 

« 4 ....... 
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tinent is called America, but methmks not without foncé 
ingratitude tb the firft dxfcovérer. 

It would be cndlefs to recount all the particular adven- 
tures of the Spaniards in thefe partV, with their cruelties 
and maflacres : Suffice it to fay, to the eternal infamy of 
that nation, that,* according to their own writers, they 
butchered in cdld blood above twenty millions of the na- 
tive» in tbèfpace òf twenty years ; and all thfs for the 
lucre of their gold, though under the pretence of propa- 
gating the Chriftian religion. 

I will not lift myfelf m the number of thofé who pre. 
tend: to be Go^Ps privy counféllors,' neither wHl I pre- 
fumé to defcant on things out of my reach; 'but the Spai 
niards have lately felt a terrible blow in Peru, which, if 
it be not a marfc oX the wpathof Heaven, is at kaft a 
Égn that the earth is weary of them, efpecially in thofe 
parts where they have ftained it with fo much innocent 
blood. ■ .' 

The city Lima, not many moons ago, was all fwallow- ^ 
cd up. by an earthquake ; and Calao, another city not 
far from it, was confumed by a mower of «fire out of- the 
clouds, Eleven thoufand Spaniards loft their lives in this 
calamity ? and the earth devoured an hundred millions òf 
refined fUver, which the lucre of the' Spaniards had for- 
ced out of its bowels. All the mountains of Potoi» 
' from whence they dug their choiceft metal, were levelled 
with the jfrfain, and no mere hopes of gold were left to 
their infatiabk avarice. 

I kave"the judgment of thefe events to thee, who art 
of thftholy line,, full of refplendent thoughts, prophetic 
IfcJaarif, confearated emir» glory of the houfe of Maho» 
met. Yet give me leave to tell tber, that this calamity 
of the Spaniards in part refembles the fitte of Sodom and 
Gomorrah, and the reft of the nine cities of the lake. 
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The infidels fay there were but five ; let them alqnc in 
their error; it is certain the nuiffulmans have the .only 
true hiftory of former times. Doubtlefs God is fevcre 
in chaftifements when he is incenfed agakft a nation * 
witnefs the people of Aod and Themod, with the men. 
of the Valley of Smoke» and the city whofe inhabitants 
were in one hour all turned into ftatues of flone, and are 
to be feen at thi» day as a ftanding. monument of Hea# 
Ten's difpleafure. Yet no nation is ruined till it ruin it* 
(elf, as God fpeaks in the Alcoran» 

O emir, in whofe vein* runs the moft purified blood in 
the worjd, pray fior Mahmut, that he may never turn *• 
pollate from God and his prophet, nor do any thing 
which may hurry him to an untimely fete. 

Park, 17th of the ift Moon, of the Year 1657. 



X. — To Mustapha, - 

J. his following fummer, if all reports be true, is like to 
afford fome campaigns, of blood» The general difcourfe 
here is, that the Grand Seignior will fpeeduy have an 
array of three hundred thoufand men in- the field, part to 
a& in Dalmatia and Candy agamft the Venetians, the 
reft to be employed againft the Persians,, the more inve- 
terate enemies of the Ottoman empire. 
. That fancy ambaflàdor lihmael Bir Coali Chan defers 
ed the punifhment was inni&ed on him for his Imperti- 
nent huff, and drawing h» fabre in the prefence of the 
greateft monarch of the wcrid: Aadkt it be an eternal 
precedent to: the envoys-of foreign princes, that they may 
kara a lefibn. of modefcy when they addreft to the lord 
of their lords, and not by preiumptfcn incemfo the king; 
©£ the earth. 

«5 
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But k iè apparent tlùs'artabaìfedor took advantage of 
Our troubles : He fwelled'whh a vain and faffé idea of 
fhe^rfian puiflance} befidcs, they fay, hit mafteY hris 
entered into a foiemn league wfth the "C^ar <jC Mofcovy 
againnV the inuring empire. And it is certainly known 
here, that two ambaffador* aYe arrived at* Venice from 
that potent emperor of the north ; and others ate et- 
pe&ed from Pcrfia to negotiate a tripartite kague be- 
tween thofe crowns and that republic agaihft the vica- 
rious Ofoans. Hence I ibppofe it was that the rude 
heretic took the Itttdnef* to commit an a&ion which all 
- the Eaft vomfhes with death. Neither is it Any thing to 
the purpofe what the Clrriftians of thefe parts fay, tliat 
the perfona of ambaflador* are facred ; for touch more 
lb are the perfons of fovereigns. And fo iong as an en- 
voy obeys the law of nations, in only delivering his mef- 
fegc wfth refpecY and civility, that law wHl proteft hrm 
from all injuries ; but if he muft needs leap over his own 
fence/arid, inftead of 'appearing like an ambaffador, he 
will a& the part of an aflaffin, a foriofo, a contemner of 
rnajefty, he can e*pe& no better treatment than what is 
due to his audacious infoknee ; be throw* off with fcotn 
the prote&ion that his character chums, and in a mad 
bravado courts the revenge of the ftfete. 

This fthmacl has afl along been counted a bold fool in 
the court of Perfia : He has -committed a thoufand wfld 
pranks at Ifpahan, more becoming a jefter than a wife 
1 tninifter of fiate. Yet his mifter Ml winked at his ex- 
travagancies for his father's fake, -who did many notable 
^fervkes to that crown ; among which, his recovering- 
Candahar from the Mogol was none of the feaft, it lift- 
ing the only town which commands the frontiera of Per- 
fia and the Indies. 

For this and other merits! Sha Sophi preferred both 



him a^hi* (oa to the mo# cotf^crabk government* 
and offices jo tl*e empire* wherein the old man ac<pritt/e4 
himfelf fairly to the Wi ; tort, tjiis young: ^uffpo» ; g*W 
iroréWy «tith too muph honour, affron,ted the grandees, 
*©d played upon the fcjflg himfelf, for.wjrifih h$had 09§c 
tike io hare* been calt io the dogs ; but, at the intere^ 
flou of fòme of hi» few friends» that punifliment was rc- 
rajtted, and changed into . esile, w^biift his enemies wade 
irfe of bis abfenee to ruin him« . - < 

They wsre &me of the fgneateft lords,of {he com* 
who bore hw a grudge, and they had hourly the hinges 
ft*r„ which advantage they majie irft.of to in&auaie fuoh 
.an ill chara&er. of iwmack tm* he knew npjbetter 9*45 
xo he haudCwwely rid of «him than hy 4iaid&ig,h*m on tlu's 
4e*peratc emhaflyto the myfterious Porte ; ^hoofing*?» 
ther that he Jhould iaB by the G^aad ikigRior'a com- 
mand than by his own, who had reaped £o much beatJjit 
from the.fervices of his father*. t 

By this thou mayeft difcera that, the King of Perfia is 
earaeftry. referred upon war, without, regarding how his 
herald that propitiated it is receive^ ; for that amba£ador 
«defcrres no other title, who comes not with the accufto^j- 
cd prefents and fopphcation*, b*t with an addreis of a 
hardier ftyie, denouncing enmity at hie very firii approach 
to the. feet of the invincible Sultan Mahomet* 

After all. it; rejoices me to h^ar that thow <md the 
other baflas of the empire ace £o ready to*fft& oar great 
matter ; for I am affuxsd, that from your pergonal .and 
««duatary cantabotions, he ban received a fupplyof thir- 
ty millions of afpers, hc&dts the coaftan* revenues, cus- 
toms, tributes» and fubfidiea of the empire. This is aoi£» 
ed ail over Chrifteodom ; yet the Venetian» feem rmt 
much to dread the confe© l u€nces of theft va& pr«$J#ii- 
tions, judging that they will he employed e là where* than 
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agaioft any, province -of- their dominions, except in Bali 
matia, where thefe -infidels tmft 4o, the ftrength of their 
forts* and the ioacc^Sble height of «oeks. 
, But he that laid- the foundations- Vf the earth, and 
caufes it to tremble when he pleafa, the fame-God fon» 
ed the lofty mountains, andean level them with plain** 
io ferve the followers of his prophet $ even as the ftones 
came voluntarily to folute the divine raeflenger hwrfelf, the 
trees roufed themfelves as out of a deep deep, and the 
earth, yielding on all fides to the forcible motion of the 
inspired roots, they walked out of their places, and com* 
pofed an umbrella x> ver the hesd of Mahomet» .when he 
was ready to faint with the violent heat of the fun* 
» Thus fhajl the elements coafpire taaid the true beh**- 
era ; and when they fight for the Alcoran againft infidels, 
God fhall endow the inanimate beings with faith and de- 
votion. ..... 

Pari»* 7th of thè 2d Moon, of the Year 1^7» 



XI.— 7V Me hbmet, an tinted Eunuch, in Egypt. 

Jr kbfme thyfelf with a cQnftancy of fpirjt becoming a 
muiTulraan, t> wheji thou (halt underftapd that the beft 
friend thou hadft iu the world is gone, to pa^adife. May 
Qpd grant him. the repofe of a true believer» an apart- 
ment of lingular Relight ; for it is the brave «Solyman I 
/peak of, who not only deferver thy moft grateful vow» 
Ibr faving thy Jife, hut has done a. thousand meritorious 
ajftiqns befides, which n^w crown fu'm with chaplets of 
immortality. >,,,,• 1 \ 1. • • 

X wift 1 ,coulil have, fyeenjth* X*htet ,of better news to 
my banilhed friend ; but perhaps thou haft heard of hi 
.deajth{ already *>y ^e>ye^ls,^rom C©s#antmópfe>; aadfo 
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ftVwfllfa neodfedti to iisy any thing as to his untimely iat*^ 
or, the tragedie» of the feraglio and imperial city. 

It feems very ftrange to- fflc, and a thing unaccount- 
able, that- there can be no means found out to prevent 
tfeefe dangerous infurreóUons of the foldieH, and that the 
moft formidable empire on eartbfthould be thas frequent» 
ly Shocked by her own ftrbjeéta .Mehemef, the things of 
this present world are a perfect fiddle, and our life itfdf 
io but the (hadow of a dream. Thou had experienced 
the mconftaney of fortune, and that there is nothing on 
earth deferves a wife man's confidence ; therefore, if I 
may advife 4hee, it (hall be to wean thyfelf from the tri» 
vial affairs of mortals. Let not the natural fondnef» 
which tfcou mayeft poffibly have for thy. former courtly 
life in the feragHo, return to difquiet thy foul ; a man 
may be happy any where that knows how to be content? 
ed. Naturerà ferved with a little, and we ought to efteem 
our irregular appetites as, foreign*!*. If our fortune be 
not extended to the larger meafure of our withes» it is 
eafy to contract and adequate our minds to. our fortune. 

Thou mayeft carve ta thyiclf jr«rio*i%ibnta of felicities 
in Egypt, and render Cairo aa pkafant to thee, now : ai 
Conftantfaople was formerly. t 1 ¥trtue makes all place! 
delightful. If thou art for aniafib've. life, there is bufi** 
Uefa enough in thai papulous, bity J and opportunities are 
never Wanting to a man that is ready to lay hold of them. 
Bròde*?, k is the popular chara&cr of Egypt, that.who- 
foever dwetts in it, finds- an emtployment fuitable to hi 
kclinatioir. - Bnt if thou art melancholy and contemplai 
tive, in my opinion tboudouldft hot have chofèn a coun- 
try more agreeable to fuch a, temper. -y - 

Were I in thy -flatten, I mould mate frequent JifiH 
to the pyramid*, and never JJ be Veary of Searching out tfo 
«atoquifty of thefe admirable, ftruthsr**. There i* barqly 
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any thing made by toman art which hat ptot me upon 
more important ftudies and difqmutiont than the original 
of thefe ftupcndous fabrics : They far Carpala in gran* 
dear and magnificence the moft renowned buildings of 
the* Greek and Roman empires» even in the zenitk of 
their moft flourtfhing ilate ; and I wooid fain learn when 
they were firft «reeled, by* whom, and for what ends 8 
For I cannot believe what jofepbos the Jcwiih hàftorian 
teports of them, that they were btrik in the time of Mo* 
Jes their lawgiver, and that all thofe of the .Hebrew na- 
tion, amounting to fonte hundreds of thoufaads, were 
employed as fovee in the work by tèe king then reigning 
in Egypt. > 

I have perufad Herodotns the Grecian, Dóodorue -tbc 
Sicilian, with <Strabo, Pliny, and other writer», who have 
aU taken great pair» to fearcli into the antiquity of die 
pyramid» ; yet after all. their travel in Egypt, and their 
conterfe with the paieAs of that country* they item to 
have received but finali light in this affair leaving things 
in uncertaintyy and not agreeing in tbetr accounts. One 
will have thorn t*fceiet>ly defigoedior fepulchres of the 
leingaf another say* jtheyi «were built by. Jofeph the Ho* 
brew, die viier of £g#t, and that they were the grana» 
ries where he laid up fe%onfyeaas provifioa of corn, agaioft 
the famine which in b?s days affiled the eaHh. That 
they differ in their feotimenU.' And oof coufttrymao» 
Ibn Abò? Alhokm, declares, that wjiea he was in Egypt» 
lie could not draw from any of the priefls the leaft cerv 
tainty as to tfee age of thefe pyramids, or their founder*; 
; which makes bun Conclude» that uooe there waa mo me» 
mory or footfteps of their original left among men, it it 
«yrohabie they were bulk before the flood. 

This agrees exa&ly widi what others of our Arabia* 
writers have delivered concerning King Saudrid, who 
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reigned iff Egypt t*wè htìndred y*ar* before the deluge* 

They relate fcrange things, of th» prince, and among the 

reft, that he dreamed, " The ixed (tars came down from 

heaven to the earth r overturning all; thing» with the ino* 

lence of their precipitate fall." Being much troubled at 

chffr raion* he ,fènt for the prieftr and fagee, 1 who, when 

thtywere afieftikkd together in die ting's palace, Acfc* 

mo» «their cater, or prince of the «ftrotogers, told the 

faing, " That a year before? he had fees» a vifion, which 

made * deep imprefikm on Mb mind; for the cdetiM 

«aba appeared to defcend fo low as to touch the earth. 

So- that the Aprs were tnkgled among -men» Then he 

left up his hands above his head in hk dream, to keep thfe 

heaven fooaa quite oppreffing mortals with ita weight. 

Whilft I was in- this potere, {faid he) methought I ad- 

dreffed myfelf to the fan, befeechftig the refpiendent god 

to retire with all his ghtt ering train of lights to thefr ao> 

cient ilation on high ; whereupon the ikn made «nfwer, 

When I shall have acoompltihed three hundred circuiti, 

-the heatta* will return to their proper place*." 

When Aelimon had related thfo vinon, the king conv 
manded the aftrologer* «► ct*& slfcheftit of the nrefeak 
«oafiguratkmff above, and to teM him what they pre&ged. 
They didfo, and ail agreed, that * deluge ftttuldfifft 
overflow the whole earth, and that ■ afterwards It tiiotutt 
fee tfttaBf delbtrye4 by «** * 

Upon the hearing of th*, they fay, King Saudrid 
comnaanded the pyrafnlds to he huflt, carrying all his 
4fehe* httO them» wkh the tabk* df the nryfterious fcieli- 
**t and law*, and whai^ ver wt* ette*^^ 
^worthy to be prcftmd from the general deftru&ion. 
And the annali of Egypt 4ay that he commanded the* 
w<^ to be engraved on them : 
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1 SAUJP&JI^ 1*4 ihe foundation of the Pyramids, and finilbed 

them in fix years; yet I challenge any future king to demolita 
them in fix hundred years, though it he much eafier to ruin 
' than to build. 1 covered them with filks; let any man after 
* me cover them with mats, if he can. 

Io thus affertipg Saudrid to be the founder of the py- 
ramids, it ought to be qnderftood only of fome. of the 
ggcatcft ; and that other fucceeding princes» (perhaps af- 
ter ihe flood) fpurred oo with emulation and delire of 
glory» built the reft; which is the only way to reconcile, 
qur Arabian writer» to Herodotus, Diodorus, and other 
biftorians of the Weft, who affign Cheops or Chemniv 
with Chcphrem, , Cbabryis, and. Mycerinus the fon of 
Chemnis* a& founders of fome particular pyramids; whflft 
Strata and Pliny afcribe the building of one to Rho- 
4ope, a famous ftrumpet, or at leali to fome of her para- 
mours. . 

Doubtlefs there is great obfeurity and confufion in the 
records of the ancients about the exa& time when thefe 
illuftrious monuments were built, which yet is an impreg- 
nable argument of their antiquity ; fincc, when one au- 
thor afierta this or that king to have built a pyramid» an- 
other demonftrates the contrary, by proving, that that 
pyramid was in being long before the days of the. fuppof- 
ed founder. Neither can I find any concurrence of au- 
thorities fo rational and exactly agreeing a& that of, the 
Arabians, who all unanimously deliver, as a certain truth, 
that thefe unparalleled ftru&urc» were built long befane 
the flood » all which is confirmed by. the Egyptian a»* 
naia themfelves, penned by thpfe ( of the Goptjte race, 
who defcended from Copiai, fon of Ma&r, the fon, of, 
Baufer,tbe fon, of Cham> the fon of Noah, with whom 
and his. family, Phflemon the. good ptfeft mad&ap alliance, 



by mamà'ge,' and in theiYcrirtody weré ine* Tecorés-'aiKÌ'' 
traditions of the old world. 

But if it.be 4jFAntfcd,dear,eup^ch, that thqfe hjftorie» 
are true which relate the traQ&t&ion* of jthe Jkjngf^ptjp- 
gypt before the flood, what reafon , have we to call in 
qucflioti thè iragments of Manethos, a prieft x>f Egypt, 
or the genealogy and fuceeffiori of Egyptian' monarch** 
delivered by Herodotus, or the chronological regifters of 
Egypt unfolded by Diodorus, whieh cariy up the reign 
of their kings to above a thotffand years beyond any o-. 
ther the moft early epocha of the creation, except that* 
of the Affyrians, or the interminable afcent of paft age* 
in the 'records of the Chinefe and Indians ? • . ' ■' 

I know not what to call it r whether the cowardice of 
the intellect which dare not venture to launch, into fo van: 
a'fpecuìatkm, or its {loth, which will not take the paint 
to unfold and ft retch its drowfy faculties on the moft aaW 
turai idea in the world. It is true, indeed, we cannot 
without fonie fatigue contemplate ftedfaftry the eternai 1 
exiftence and duration of things ? it is an immortal 
thought that can tranfport the foul back through fuch' 
ah infinity of ages. Yet the pleafurfc is agreeable to the 
undertaking ; becaufe truth, ferene as the mornings in' 
Egypt, enlightens the profpeér., and tempts the mind, ifi 
it 'were poffible, to look even beyond eternity itfclf;' 
whereas, he that only confines his view to the narrow 
horizon of particular hiftdries, is like a man m a wilder*- 
nefa, ox a low and toady vale, where hi» eye is curbed' 
wkh the interpofitkm of thickets* uneven ground, and 
envious inclofures; for fuch «tfe the dark controverfies, 
inextricable difficulties, and affeded umbrages of moil 
writers, who meter durir. peep over the mountains «oi re* 
ceived opfaion, or if they did, they fearfully or mali- 
eioafly hid their difcoveries from the reft of mortals. I 
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tell thee, as God is eternal, there cannot lie affigned an 
tnftant of time wherein the world did not extft ; for the 
firft matter flows as naturally from his effence as light 
from ^he fon. 

If thou adored any other God bat this, thou wilt be 
found in die number of idolaters and infidels, who pay 
divine honours to certain mighty angels, architects, as 
they believe, of the univerfe. 

They behold houfes, caftles, and great cities biifit by 
mortals, and at a certain period ruined by^fire, water; 
earthquakes, or other accidents, or deftroyed by the e#» 
fecÌ8 of war; from hence they form a notion of the 
world's original and cataftrophe. They confider the ani- 
mals, plants, and minerals ; that every individual perimes 
in time ; and that even in the heavens there are flrong 
fymptoms of corruption and alteration $ hence they col* 
feét arguments to prove the weaknefs and decay of uni» 
vcrfal nature, which they vainly compare to the Hfe of a 
man, a beaft, or a tree ; and as thefe have their appoint* 
ed feafoas of birth, growth, maturity, decay, and death, 
fo it is with the univerfe. 

But all this is fophiftry ; or, to fpeak more favourably, 
we ought to charge it to the account of fhort medita» 
tion ; for though the individuals of all kinds are changed; 
ceafe, and dt&ppear at their appointed perioda, yet the 
fpectes or kinds themfelves remain for ever before oar 
eyes. As faft as one man dies, another is born ; and ib 
it is with the brutes ; and the feafons of the year in their 
proper courfe renew all the vegetables : We find the eie- 
ments, the fun, moon, ftars, and earth remain unchange- 
able ; and why then (hould we think they were not al- 
ways fo, and will not continue fo for ever ? Or if this be 
too bold a ftretch, let us conceive them at leaft much- 
more ancient and durable than they are generally thought 
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to be ?'and if th«fc greater being» ftall- undergo a change 
in their outward forms*, we may yetbelicae their fob- 
fiances will remain for ever. 

But whether corporeal beings are thus laftjng or no, 
we have Something in us that can new perifh : Our 
fouls are immortal, and need not the embataamg of Egypt 
to preferre them from corruption» 

Therefore, dear Mehemet, face we ate de&uied to 
live for ever it» one ftafke 4>r other, let us not fear death, 
which is bat a minute's fkmber, a fliort trance, out of 
which we mall immediately awake; to iacreafe our know» 
ledge and experience of thofe myfteriea-and fecrets in na- 
ture, which at prefeat are hid from us» In a word, let 
us lire like philosophers, and then we may hope to die 
with «he feme equanimity of fpirit as he did, who in his 
laft agonies, being afked by his jiriead, " Where was aD 
his pMofophy now ?" Anfwered, "I am juft entering- 
on a new difcotery concerning the nature of fait." And 
with that word he expired. 

Paris, 7th of the id Moon, of the Year 16*57. 



XII.— To the Moft VcnerMe Mufti. 

I* * the pttblic (editions mould always continue, or be at 
frequently renewed as they hare lately been at Constan- 
tinople, and if their effects mail be equally fatal to the 
grandees as has been this lad horrid mutiny of the foU 
diets, to congratulate any man's rife to an eminent dig» 
nity, will be but to flatter him, and addreffes of this na- 
ture mnft be efteemed no better than mock compliments, 
civil infufts, and famionable farcafms ; fracc, Tit this rate, 
great honours ought to be looked on no otherwife but as 
dirccV adrances and nearer approaches to infamy and 
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death, when a roan- is exalted from an obfeure faftnds 
and humble Security to the glorious hazard of a precipi- 
tate fall. 

It is therefore when I come to kifs the daft of thy 
feet among the crowd of trite believers» and to welcome 
thee to the moil facred and fublime vicarfhip on earth* I 
draw near with an indifference fuitable to a rmiffulman, 
wiftung thee not more joy than fafety in that myfterious 
ftation, but fuch a temperament of both as is due to thy 
fan&ity and incorrupt actions. In a word, I wiih thee 
a perpetual immunity from thy predcceflbr's temptations» 
and from his crimes, and then thou needeft not fear his 
misfortune and difgrace. 

Let not what I have faid pafs for an argument of dif- 
refped and undutifulnefs to the heir of prophetic and a- 
poftolic revelation, the great patriarch of the faithful. I 
reverence both thy office and perfon, yet am commanded 
to avoid flattery and partial addrefTes wheo I write to the 
greateft fages in the empire ; and had not this injunction 
been laid on me, my own natural temper would prompt 
me to fhun that vice which renders a man fo much lei* 
than himfelf, by how much he exalts another above hit 
due. 

I have often propofed to thy predeceflbr the mighty 
benefit that would redound to the whole Ottoman em- 
pire, if learning were more encouraged, and the hiftoriei 
of foreign nations were tranflated into the familiar lan- 
guage of the muffuimans. ^ 

It is, that thofe who are deftioed to fuhdue all things, 
and have already fpread their glorious conquefts through 
the greateft part of the earth, mould be acquainted with 
the tranfa&ions of former times, the wars of illuftrious 
and brave heroes, the rife and fall of ancient kingdoms, 
and, in general, the mod noted, revolutions in the world» 
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From fuch records our generals and military men may 
draw examples of fortitude and patience, conduct and 
prudence, in all the fatigues and difficulties of war ; our 
ftatefmen may improve their knowledge in all the maxims 
of policy and wftctom requifite in time of peace ; in fine, 
men of all conditions may learn the precepts of morality 
and virtue. 

Methinks it is pity, that we who poflefs the territories 
of the ancient Grecians, the kingdoms of Corinth, and 
the Argives, the commonwealth óf Athens and Lacede- 
raon, the empire of Macedon and the ftate of the Jews, 
mould be ignorant, of the laws by which thefe divers 
countries were of old governed, and the characters, lives, 
and actions of their firft lawgivers, and fucceeding gover- 
nors. 

But if thou (halt determine, that the knowledge of 
thefe remote affairs is fuperfluous and unneceflary for 
true believers, let them at leaft not be ignorant in their 
own hiftory, and the original of their progenitors. 

It is true we Arabians have all along taken care of our 
genealogies, every family and tribe being diligent to pre* 
fervè the memory of their anceflors ; and all concur with 
an unanimous zeal to regifter the holy lineage of Maho- 
met, the meffenger of God ; fo that we can from his fa- 
ther Abdalla run up in a direct paternal line to Caydar, 
the fecond fon of Ifmael, on whom be the benedictions 
of God. We are not ignorant how this Caydar (from 
whom the noble Coreis derive their pedigree) firft fettled 
at Mecca, in pure devotion to the fquare temple, which 
was built by angels, when he might as welt have chofen 
the more fertile plains of Medea, Pcrfia, and Affyria, as 
did his brethren Doama, Naphis, and Redma. But he 
forefaw, by his flail in aftrology, that the inhabitants of 
thofé regions would be idolaters ; and fo it came to pafs, 
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for they were in the number of thofe who adored the 
fire. For the lame reafon, he chofe not for his feat Ar- 
menia, though that country be renowned for the reftiog 
of Noah's ark on Mount Geudis, and the famous city 
Themanine, being the firft city built after the deluge by 
the eighty who efcaped in the ark \ but Caydar knew 
that the people of that province mould worfhip the fun 9 
and it was verified in the pofterity of his brethren Nab- 
fam and Mafna. Therefore he chofe Mecca, though a 
barren country, becaufe he knew it was the feat predef- 
ined to the elect lineage, the generation of juffc men and 
prophets, from whom was to fpring the light of the 
world, Mahomet, who in paradife is called Al Batrafim, 
and in heaven Achmet. 

Caydar was the only fon of Ifmael who took part with 
his father, and followed his example, worfhipping one 
God, creator of the worlds, as he had learned by tradi- 
tion from Abrahim the beloved of the Eternal ; whereas 
Nabayeth, Abdael, Thema, and the reft of the twelve, 
either adored the fun, moon, and ftars, or the elements, 
except Jackour, who paid divine honours to the true Bet» 
temer, and Hadal and Mafia, who facrificed beafts to 
the idols Bohinun and Alleze. 

And as our hfftorians have been thus particularly exac\ 
in recording the affairs of the twelve fons of Ifmael, fo 
have they mowed themfeives no lefs precife in relating 
the tranfa&ions of the twelve tribes which defcended 
from them, even down to the prefent age. - 

I do not infill on this, to teach thee fomething where- 
of thou art ignorant, but to put thee in mind of the be- 
nefit and advantage, be fides the vaft delight which ac» 
crues to a nation, by thus preferring the memoirs of 
their anceftors, in which my countrymen have exceeded 
the fidelity and care of all other people» 
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Had it not been for the ioduftry of Arabian writers, 
the hiftory of the whole Saracen empire, the fuccewon 
of the caliphs, with their war» and couquefts, would have 
.been either, quite loft to this age» or at lead much de- 
praved and falfified by the malice of Cbriftian and Pcr- 
fian authors, both equally enemies to the truth j by which 
it is evident,, that every nation ought to rcgifter their 
own tranfa&ions» 

What, therefore, I chiefly aim at is, that the gloriou* 
Ofmana» who have by their valour entered into the pot 
felfions and territories of many ancient nations, mighjt 
alfo be acquainted with the hiftories of tbofe people 
whofe lands they enjoy ; but above all, I wifh, that af- 
ter they have found a way to fo much wealth and ho- 
nour, they would not lofe themfelves, and their own ori- 
ginal. 

I fpeak of the Turks, properly fo called, the defend- 
ants of the Scythians, who by fome were efteemed the 
moft ancient nation on earth ; a people formed by nature 
for the empire of the world ; were never conquered them- 
felves,. yet fpread their victories over all Afia. They 
routed Zopyrio, a general of Alexander the Great ; and 
drove back a huffing King of Egypt, with fhame and 
lofs, to his own. country ; in fine, they were a people na- 
turally juft, temperate, hardy, and endowed with all the 
excellent qualities which the philofophy of the Greek* 
and Romans could never infpire into their fubjects, though 
they aimed at it. 

Thefe .were the people, O oracle of believers, from 
whom the prefent Turks defcehd ; and is it not a fhame 
that they can give no other account of their apceflors, 
but what they borrow from the Chriftians, who in the 
mean time reproach the mulTulmans with ignorance and 
barbarifm ? 
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Itwfortfcitìtaib* I renew defame .re^Èuejft.tatbce, 
which I often made to thy predect£br, that learning may 
be encouraged? Let ail the ancient records, aodihiftarie* 
of the, Greeks and Roman) be fought out aodtganilatcdt 
by me» ikflfoi io languages* imo. the .feaihar fpcecb ff 
the Ottomans ;< Spme, y I. know, -are* already common a* 
mongthc grantees» 99 Herodotus, Phitareh, and others) 
but let not any credible writer be wanting. 
-- Jn doing this, thou wilt put a check to the fcoffs of 
in&del*, augment the honour and intered of the mpfful- 
«umt, and leave an immortal name behind thee on earth* 
which will make thy- joys in paraduc more fweet to aa 
infinity of age*, 

Ptris, 19th of the 3d Moon, of the Year t657. 



XIII.-— To the Kaimacham. 

Ail Europe, except the French and Swedes, hangs 
down the head for the death of the German emperor : 
He went to the immortals on the 2d day of this moon, 
after a long fit of ficknefs, and forty-aine years life on 
«arth. 

Nathan Ben Saddi, the agent of the Porte at Vienna, 
informa me, that on the fame day whereon the ^mperor 
-{iicd, the imperial palace took fire on a fudden, and with 
fuch impetuofity, that a great part of it was presently 
confirmed, and the King of Hungary and Bohemia, the 
emperor's fon, narrowly efcaped with his life. This is 
adeemed a bad omen to the empire ; and, without being 
fuperflitious, I can allure thee, that Germany is in a 
very bad condition at- this juncture : The .electors are fo 
divided on the» fcore of religion, and their fecular in* 
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terefts and fiances, that in all probability they will not 
with enfe decide the fiiccefiion. > • 

Tiie Dakc of Brandenhurgh having united himfelf to 
the Swedes, will not confent to the ni ft ailing Leopoldi» 
Ignatius Jofephus, the emperor's fon, becaufe that prince 
fupports the caufe of the Poles and Danes : The Pala- 
tine of Heydelberg and Duke of Bavaria are at odds a- 
bout their private pretentions : The Duke of Saxony 
would fain be emperor himfelf, or have one at leaft of 
the Lutheran religion : And the reft are fo incenfed a- 
gainft the Houfe of Auftiia, that it is thonght none hut 
the ecclefiaftic prmces will Tote for the King of Hungary 
and Bohemia : So that there being no king of the Ro» 
mans to claim the fucceffion by the laws of the empire, 
the throne is like to be vacant yet a while. 

Cardinal Mazarini, who watches all opportunities to 
aggrandife his mailer, has difpatched away feveral cou- 
riers into Germany, to negotiate privately with the elec- 
tors*, and concert thofe meafures which will be moil for 
the intereft of France ; and I tell thee this minifter has 
no fmall influence on the Ele&or of Colen, and Prince 
Palatine of the Rhine ; befides, thou wilt fay, he goe3 
the right way to work, when thou (halt know that he 
makes ufe of the French gold to compafs his defigns. 

No fooner did the news of the emperor's death arrive 
at this court, but it was obferved the cardinal took up 
a hundred thoufand piitoles of the public bankers in 
this city ; and every body guefied how it would be dif- 
pofed. 

The Portuguefe ambafiador at this court lias caufed 
extraordinary fire- works to be played on the river Seine, 
before the palace of the king, in honour of his mailer's 
coronation, the young King of Portugal. But the Spa- 
niards are preparing more deilruciive fire-works on the 

Voi r. h 
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frontiers of that kingdom, being ready to enter it with 
an army of fix teen thoufand men, to recover the Portu- 
guefe crown. 

In fending thee thefe intelligences, (age minifter, I 9m 
not concerned for the infidels. Who dies or who lives, 
who rifcs or who falls» is all one to Mahmut, provided 
the Grand Seignior's health, life, and happinefs be aug- 
mented : And -this I fpeak as an Arabian and true be* 
licver. 

Paris, 30th of the 4th Moon, of the Year 1657. 



XIV. — To It ab A Mahomet, General of the Ottoman 
Forces^ at his Camp near Adrianople. 

X he facred empire of true believers is befet at this time 
with infidels, rebels, and heretics. Here are many ru- 
mours fpread abroad, concerning the Perfians, and the 
interefl they have in the bafia and citizens of Babylon. 
They talk alfo that feme malcontents dcfign things which 
ought not to be named. 

God has given me two ears, and I hear thefe difcourfes 
with both, but I entertain them with one unchangeable 
judgment, that they are only the whifpers of fame, which 
has a thoufand double tongues. If it be trae, that the 
four chiaufes, who were difpatched to Babylon from the 
Grand Seignior, to confirm the inhabitants of that cky 
in their allegiance, and afTure them of fpeedy fuccours, 
were murdered by the difloyal citizens, I doubt not but 
it is as true, that the plague has confumed the grcateft 
part of the Red-heads, in their camp at Aranfacat. What 
though thefe Babylonian mongrels cry, " Long live the 
King of Perfia !" the reft of the empire, with true zeal 
and devotion, pray for the health and prosperity of the 
2 
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'Grand Seignior. What though the fultan has fworn by 
God and his throne, by the heavens and earth, that he 
will go againft the Venetians in perfon ! the mufti can 
eafily abfolve Mm m cafe of fupreme neceffity, when his 
prefence is requisite againft the more accurfed Kyfil- 
bafchi. 

It is probable the Ofman monarchy may be much em» 
barraffed by domeftic troubles and foreign wars ; yet he 
that founded it, and is the confervator of ages, will, out 
of thefe very diftempers and evils produce a good coniti- 
tution of health in the ftate, and a firmer eUablifhment 
againft all enemies. 

In the mean while, the Venetians are very bufy in their 
levies at home, and in making interefts abroad. Couriers 
are perpetually pófting up and down Chriftendom to ^pd 
from that city. They would willingly have all the bnfi- 
nefs of Europe fuperfeded for their fakes. Every where 
it ÌB whifpered there is fome grand defign on foot a- 
gainft the Turks, but nobody knows what. And I tell 
thee, France, Spain, Germany, Poland, Sweden» and the 
reft of the Nazarene kingdoms, are too much entangled 
among themfelves to have any thoughts of meddling with 
remote affairs. 

The Poles would have had the German emperor take 
that crown in vaflalàge, on condition of protecting it» 
from the Swedes ; but whilft the emperor was alive, he 
weighed the difficulties, and refufed fo chargeable an of- 
fer. Now he is lately dead, and the empire is hardly 
capable to defend itfelf. 

Differences are newly rifen between the Duke of Ba- 
varia, and the Elector Palatine of Hydelberg, each claim- 
ing the right to be vicar of the empire daring die va- 
cancy, and they are preparing on both fides to depute 
thetnattcr with the fword 5 whilft the King of Sweden 

H 2 
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fmiles fecrctly at their inteftine quarrelsj refblvirig to be 
revenged on Germany for the afiiftance they have given 
to Cafimir King of Poland. 

At the fame time, the Danes are arming and equip- 
ping by fea and land, to demand jnftice of the Swedes : 
Whilft the cunning Mufcovite ftands aloft, amufing all 
• parties with fpecious pretexts, but defigning only to. play 
bis own game, and efpoufe that quarrel which will bring 
him moft booty. Prince Ragotfki promifes fair lo thè 
Swedes, but it Ì3 thought will prove falfc in the end'. 
The councils of thefe uncircumcifed are full of treachery; 
they are infatuated, blinded, and know not what they 
do. 

The cafe is as bad in Spain, where the king is making 
>aft preparations to enter Portugal, and claim that crown, 
hoping to make advantage of their donieflic factions fince 
the death of Don Juan de Braganza, the late Portuguefe 
King ; not confidering that the French are like to fina 
him work enough in Italy, Flanders, and Catalonia, be- 
fides the continual damages he receives by fea from the 
Englifti, and the lofles he fuftains in America* I tell 
,thee, in a word, all Europe is at this time in fuch a 
hurly-burly, that they have no leifure to attend our mo- 
tions in the Eaft, every kingdom and, (late being wholly 
bufied in their own affairs, and Venice can rely on no- 
thing but her own ftrength. Go on then, brave general 
of the army, deftined to chaftife tKefe infidels, and let 
nothing difcourage thee from purfuing the aims of .ho- 
nour and religion : Let the proud Franks know that there 
is a fword drawn in the Eaft, which will never be pat up, 
till it has not only cut off the exterior members, but even 
ripped up the bowels of the weftern empire. 

The inhabitants of Sicily are in great confirmation, 
fey reafon of a frefh eruption of fire from Mount Etna, 
t 
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or Mount Gibel, whereby the city Catanea, and adjacent 
parts» are much in danger, and the aihes are fcattered all 
over the ifland. This mountain has at times flamed forth 
in an extraordinary manner from inimemorable ages, and 
in all probability will continue to do fo till the day of 
judgment* 

, There is like to be a. new quarrel between France and 
Holland, the latter complaining, that they have had a- 
bove three hundred merchant (hips taken from them by 
the Frenqh within thefe feven years ; upon which they 
have flopped two veffels belonging to this kingdom, and . 
mifunderftandings increafe apace between them. 

. In the mean time, the German court is preparing to 
choofe. a *ew emperor: His fon is the perfon defigned 
for this, dignity, if the electors do not oppofe it. His 
name is Leopoldus Ignatius Jofephus, King of Hungary 
and Bohemia ; He lies fick of a dangerous difeafe, not 
led loathfome than the plague. 

. And now I have mentioned this fcourge of God, it 
will not; be amifc to inform thee, that in Rome and Na- 
ples» where it has raged thefe eleven moons, and has de- 
ftroyed an hundred and eighty thoufand people, it k not 
now to be heard of; commerce is reiìored j public court*, 
fit ; ambafladors have audience;. and all things run in their 
wonted channel : Yet in Genoa they feel it ftill. 

The fouls of thefe infidels are infecied with an infer* 
nal peflilcnce, and therefore God rains curfes on them, 
whilfl the elect in all nations arc preferved from all evil, 
being marked in the forehead by the angel of health. 

Paris, ljth of the $th Moon, of the Year 1657. 
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XV. — To Cara Hali, Phyjician to the Grand Seignior. 

1 hays encountered a pafiage in the hiftory of the feft 
caHphs, whkh a little entangle» me* My faith is dif- 
jointtd* Thou knoweft we muffuhnans believe, that Ah» 
Becre wat the true fucceffor of the prophet ; yet when . 
I confider that he attained the fovereignty by furprife, . 
without the confent of the muffulmaas, I know not what 
to think of it. 

After the death of the meffenger of God, the inha- 
bitants of Medea and Medina raifed a fedftion, and took 
up arms, each challenging the right of ek&on to them- 
felves. ; when to prevent the ifl conferences of this tu- 
mult, Abu Becre and Omar immediately came to* the», 
and, to end the contro verfy, Omar ftretching forth \m 
hand to Aba Becre, fainted tóm caliph, and Kiting ap 
his hand to Heaven» fwore allegiance to him ; which ex- 
ample fuddenly prevailed on others, and fo the tumuk 
was appeafed. Yet Omar himfdf feemed to repent of 
what he had done ; for a while after he was heard to- fay, 
'* Afiuredly the inauguration of Abu Becre wat a jaih 
unadvifed thing j God avert the evil which may refck 
from it» But let it be a law, that if any one hereafter 
ihati prefume to do as I have done, and fwcar fealty to 
another, without the aflent of the mumdmans, he ftfcft 
be put to death." 

But that which is of greateft moment with me, is, 
that Ali Eben Abi Taleb, the fon-in-law of the prophet, 
was not prefent at this ele&ion, who had as much right 
to the caliphate as any of them, if not more* at lead* 
hehada right to vote: And when he firft heard the 
news, he proteftcd againft what they had .done a» noil 
and invalid, in regard they had not confuked him. Cer- 
tainly Alt Eben Abi Takb was a matchlefs hero» per- . 
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forming miracles of valour in defence of the prophet. 
When he befieged Chaibar,-a city of the Jews, he took 
the gates of the city from off their hinges, and ufed 
them as his fliield ; when he brandilhed his glittering 
fword, he made his enemies tremble. I will fay no more 
in his praifc, left thou fhouldeft conclude, I have lifted 
royfelf in the number of the Kyfilbafchi. What I write 
is only by way of fcrutiny, being duTatisfiued about thefe 
things* 

So when Abu Boere lay on hk deathbed» he called for 
Othmatt £ben Aphan, the fcribe» and hid him write as 
follows : " In the name of God, gracious and merciful» 
this is the tefhuacnt of AbdoUah Eben Abu Kohapha* 
when he was arrived to the laft hour of this world, and 
the firft of the world to come." Then he fell into a 
trance, while Othman proceeded, and wrote the name of 
Omar EbWl Chattab. Then Abu Becre awaked» and 
aJkmg Othman *' Whom he had named for his fucceflbr >" 
he replied, " Omar/ 9 « Thou haft done well (faid he)» 
and according to my mind ; yet if thou hadft named 
thyfelf, aflurectty thou art worthy of the honour. 9 ' Thus 
Omar fucceeded in the caliphate, by the private order of 
Abu Becre, without aficing the confent of the muffili* 
mans. It looks like a contrivance or bargain between 
thofe two at firft; when Omar fwore fealty to Abu* 
Becre, one would fufpeel he made him promife to be- 
queath the caliphate to him. Be it how it will» thou 
feeft Omar accepted the government, on conditions which 
he himfelf had made unlawful, when he prohibited any 
fuccèffion that mould be made without the confent of the 
moflutman*. He was the firft that was called Amiro'l- 
mumenin, or commander of thè faithful. 

It is reported, that whefc Omar was near his death, 
thofe that flood about him defired him to name his fuc- 
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ceflbr ; they themlelvc9 recommended Ali Eben Abi Ta- 
léb, becaufe of his relation to the prophet ; but he re- 
jecied him, and committed the election of his fucceffor 
to Othman, Afi.Télha, Azbbair, Abu Obeid, and Saad 
Eben Afci Wakka. Abu Obeid therefore coming- tó 
Ali Eben Abi Taleb, faid thus to him, " Art thou he 
to whom I may ftvear fidelity, that thou wilt a& accord- 
ing to the book of God, and the laws of his prophet, 
and the conftitutions of the two feniors ?" All anfwered, 
" I wilt ever àét aoeovdtog to the book of God, and the 
law of his prophet ; but as to the conftitutions of the 
two feniors, I will follow my own cotmJcL" Their AUtr 
Obeid going to Othman, laid the fame words ; and Oth* 
man promifed to perform all that they required.- *8o 
they chofe Othman to fuceeed Omar in the ' caliphate. 
He wasaccufed òf too great partiality* to thfcfè ©Un* 
blood; for he recalled Hacem Ebnò^A* Eh** Omailr, 
whom the prophet had bahifhedr He - gate 2 fcìnr àlfo ira 
hundred thoufand afpers, and to AbdeHa Etrti Chafed 
he gave forty thoufand; They taxed rhm atfcrwtth pride,- 
in that he fat in the highèft feat of theprophnit tbrohe, 
where none but the holy prophet himfeif had eVÈT fat ; 
fórAbuBecre, in reverence to the meffenger of Godi 
fat one ftep below it, and Omar two. So that tJhé Ara- 
bians being incenfèd at OthmanV arrogance,* and other 
vices, took up arms, and killed him; ' Then fucceèded' 
Ali. " - - 

I rehearfe this hiilory to thee, that thou mayeftr know 
the particular grounds of my diflatisfa&ion, and give me 
thy opinion in this matter. For, if Abu Becre, Omar,* 
and Othman, were unlawfully Hfted to the caliphate, it 
follows that they were uftfrpers, and Hali, the only true 
fiieceffor of 'the prophet. And,- if this be granted,* then 
we have no reafon to' curfe the Perfians, who arc the ibi* 
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lowers of Haiti God. knows which i* in the right, we 
ot they. We all are difciples of the prophet, and be- 
lieve in the unity of the divine effence. God blefs Ma- 
homet our lawgiver, with all thofe of his houfe. God 
blefs Mahomet our glorious, fultan : In fine, God ble&. 
thee and me. < ■ > ■ 

Pari», 15th ot the 5th Moon, of the Year 165 7. « • j 



XVL— To Caica Mitstapk a, Baja. 

Bar the notices which I receive from Conftantinople, it ( 
appears that the ground of aU the public discontents in^ 
that city is the Venetians conqueft and pofleffion of Te- 
nedos ; as if. the people thought that ifland would prove f 
aa fa^al now to the muflujmans as it was formerly to old, 
Troy, when the Grecians, under the conduc\ of Aga-/ 
rawnnon^ pitched their &tft camp there» to recover He- 
lena, the fajrefi woman of Greece, whom Paris the Prince, 
of Troy -had ravi&ed from her hu&and's embraces. , 

That rape was fatal to the Trojans , for, after a ten 
yefuns waif their city, was- taken by ftratagem» and burnt 
to aflwa; their princes and nobles either all (lain, or car- 
ried away captives by the victorious Greeks; only .dEneas. 
faxed his father alive» carrying, him on his back out of 
the flames, and with, feme other, commanders eicaped to 
fea» in fueh veffels as they found ready. The hiftory o£ 
all his adarcatures, is too tedious fot a .tatter ; fuffice it f to 
fay» that after many voyages from one region, to another,, 
at laft he lancjed in Italy», where: he ^pd his company fe,U 
tied ; jaqd from, them . the Venetians» with other people . 
of. Europe, deriye.tbeir origins}, . 

It is thjts makes their prefent pofleffion of Tenedos ap- 
pear as an ill omen, in the eyes pf the fuperftitioua ; as if 
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tbofe relic* of aacieot Troy~w*re imf fcotne to mwasr 
the habitations of their fathers, and drive both Greek» 
and ouuTubnant out of the empieè. 

Bnt theJe are only chsj&eras.aad dreams r fon whena 
nation n once difpbnted from their native feat,, they £d- 
dom or new take root there again : Beficbes, .who knows 
whether the Venetians defcend from Troy or no ? It is 
true, indeed» if hiftorians fpeak truth, that v£neas fail- 
«ed into Italy two years after the burning of Troy; it is 
probable alfe, that he built Layiniua}, as Padua is aicrib- 
ed to Anterior» one of his captains. But where it the 
con&quence, that the Venetians (hould therefore be the 
offspring of theft heroic fugitives ? They may as well iay 
the Freneh are the poftcrity of the Moors, hecaiife thafe 
Africans .once seated them£e}ves in Spaia; for jitil foin-.. 
dependent nee- the Aate*. of Italy une of another, and 
their inhabitants <of as different genealogies, :an ave thefe 
two;. potest kingdoms, math the people that dwell m 
them. ».' * » '•' 

And noto the Trojan war is in my minx}, X canne* bat 
fissile *t the egregious folly of Ajax, the fon of Tela* 
mam This was a great oommander in the Grecian army, 
a;buge> brawny* giantlike fellow, that had performed 
prodigies of hVengthand ttalanr ia combating the Tro- 
jans, «and yet at laft fell upon his ow» fword and killed 
hunklft becaufe Jie could ik>t bate hia will of, Ulyfes* 
and sul about an old rufty buckler, taken fronv the ene* 
my> wbksh AJa* chimed' as hts right, in renard of his 
inritcdfousr&rvaces, and the many fears he had received? 
tsat Ulyflei «serrated the council of war» which «was? 
«ailed etai ptirpelo ta derìde this qwrel^-and get* the 
ftnSdhicnfelf; for being a cunning piaèfibie fellow, he 
pleaded, that though the courage aad brave «aésiénsof 
/Ijili tiiifumd nil dun inumili and aeknowledgnkent, fret 
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-die ferpHfe-of Troy, awr'cadJng tèe Wfer, was only ow- 
ing to bis wit and contrivance, who deluded the Trojans 
with a wooden horfe, in the beiry of whfch lay * detotth- 
ment of armed «Kb ; and thefo, afte» the hod* was ad- 
mitted iato the city, caute oat of their «eft m the dead 
of the night, and fet fire to the* heufes, opening the gate* 
alfo to the Grecian army» • • • > 

If the Venetians could invent fome fueh ftvatagest, 
perhaps there would be danger of their taking Conftan* 
tinople ; hut till then, sUuftrioas baffa, there is no reafon 
to fear thefe infidels % befides ft will he very easy todif» 
pofic& them of .that ominous ifland, and fo dtiBpate the 
charm which hat bewitched the foditk>ad rabble. Bat I 
would cotmfel, that it be attempted m time, before thè 
Venetians are got into the Hcliefpont with their navy 4 
for there is no- iuceefs againft thefe infidels ^by fca. » That 
element, hvfeems? is the wife of the Dftke of Venice^ 
beiagefpooied with a ring and other fcjexwijseiemuiicay 
on a certain feftival of the Nazarene*» 
; One. would think alfo, that the Englim had made luo 
cefsful love to the lea, for* their navies are always pioi 
fperona. We have frefh news come in of an encounter, 
between them and the Spamfti Weft India fleet» near the 
«Band of Teueriff, wherein there were feventeca of the 
Spanifh imps funk and burnt, and among 'them were five 
great galkons. They» took from them an immenfe tre*** 
Aire of geld and filver, with <s>ther coftry merchandiic* 

The fr¥eneh>court «jokes mightily at this exploit, not 
in any real love to the' Engbfb,;but in hatred of the Spa- 
asards ; for between thefe two' nation» there feemfe to èel 
an irreconcileablc antipathy. fiefedesj tèe ^reneh have» 
reafons o£ fiate ; for ■ their joyv bqng in league with the» 
Englim commonwealth. » 4 t 

That which renders this vi&oryahe /more rcmwàabfàv 
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is, that, it w^s obtained b a Spanifti harfejeur^the-porkof 
Santa Cruz in Tencriff. Every one extols the Engltfb 
«l^^n4ttr for,* very brave pesfoo ; his joame tr Blake. 
J am tfee, lOPte ,pa*ioulajr«r fehkrolatins» becaufe tho« 
a# eftpert^jopftiirte aJ&urc* :hajfii*g badjshe command' of 
^.javiiie^Cfctoima* ,. - 

XJ^de ij| a, poti aewly coane in from Germany, who in» 
/orma.u«* tbfltihe.Kiiigof Sweden, aad Prince Ragorikt 
l)aye t^k?n th« ftcong fbrt' oi Bm&i JLiteniki^rom the 

,. .Xfcff P^Wg^cfe ambaffiidor at this court p*efle»tbc 
iftRg ^ibiinudb ffarneftttef» to fend aids to hi» matter, ttt 
&&#&&* fijjftomnfa *re<a&aally entered into -Porttigai* 
#»ji tw^oiaJleoLOU«enaa y a cky of that kingdotm 
. , I jfewrn^y acquainted the msniftcrs of the limn, that 
ita King pi Spain had caufed all the people of his fetag* 
dom to be numbered ; now J tell thee farther, that m 
jftHtef .todtnqr on the war effeftoalfef agairift «Portugal, 
thi* monarch has,, commamkd the fifth man in every fe* 
ltóyrt&iiake:Upcarq^arid:foUow^he campaign $ at-whiea 
j^e t iheyifoy.he.wil have an hundred thou&od men m 
&€?fo}fl*' •••••.■• 

<*. Ijbtfe£ft|eaji tunc, alighe difcourfe -here at prefer* k 
concerning the fiege of Montmedi, a very ftrong place 
WiFìmùmti I* waaiovefted by the French army on the 
*J tfe <rf,d»6 jnocai». under the command of the Sfaldellai 
de »UVEwftej8eaieteiw* 

.« - Franc* has rfant^a great amuy brave generala into the 
feeJdltbir&BWneriiaod Iperoeive the tafias of- the Ot. 
Sjftftag ee«pirA<arc not ttk*t»«af?y at home. God mrpire 
^fete» aodiih)r\^aala» vritfe * tfefehiiio» which knows w> 
medium between victory and a gloriosa death» 

* '«At* atfthòf \he tfth Mota, of the Year 1657* ' ' 
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XVII. — To Nathan Ben Saddi, à Jew at Vienna* 

J. Hfi beginning of thy: letter -furpnifed jne wkh wonder, 
when I read that a ehkus from the Grand Seignior, the 
fovcragnof fovereigos, kwrdof three etfupitftv and fit©- 
and-twenty kingdoms, (koaid kavr ttordiuWaottr not to 
find admittance within the walls of Vienna, and that m 
a time when the Germant have ao reafon to provoke a 
foreign war, being fafEoieoftly einbaivaffed with domeftie 
troubles ; but when I read farther, «ndperceivedc that 
no aaabafiàdor, aot ctea of the Chriftian prittctsi ha* any 
more privilege at this juncture, and that it is aa eftabUnV» 
ed law of the «maire thus ,to reverence the aaajlefty of 
their deoeafed Jcrvereign,. and Goafalt the* fafety of the 
next de&ton* I ceafcdta refent this any longer as an in*, 
dignity . to our great mafter, and anly concluded it to be 
fome.tayfteiry of the Auftrian fiate. . . 

It ta an argument of profound refpeft ta the^mpcrial 
gboft, that the churches are all enrage wtfh mouratag 
throughout the hereditary dominion», and that tio mvié. 
ia permitted either in the temples òr eMewhene ; ho jot* 
lity or mirth till the funeral obfequies are performed', 
and the body of Oe&r- h configned to the place of' its 
everlafting repofe. '- 5 >* 

As to^he quarte! between the Duke of Bavaria, and 
prince Palarne, abeut. the vicariate, thews* attach t© be 
faid on both fides ; and it ought to be a thing» indifferent 
to thee and. me, which of thefc two gets -the vi&ary. 
Yet for the fake pf truth I wil tell tbee in a\Ort what I, 
i^ave cojllccVd out ©SjtherjowaaL <o£ jOafcotvtjkf' pfcte 
c^flbr, aad out of other, incjoAirs, aa tfcey. «une t^wtf 
hands. ..in tri.,- . : .« »<. ...•.:*.* 

It appears then, that b^ the gpldqihuftof GJtfiie» 
IV. this dignity was declared inherent in the Palatinate 
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family» iti right of their pofiéfion of. tint principality* 
and that it had been fo for many age*, even before there 
were any ek&or* tftabliihed in the empire. Iris upon 
ràaé ground the prefent Ele&or Palatine claims it* But 
an the other fide, it is at mani: eft, that when Maxima 
ban, the rather of the prefent Du'te o£ Bavaria, was in* 
veiled with, the eleéloral [dignity, it was infertcd in the 
imperial bull, that the vicegerency of the empire, daring 
an interregnum, (hould henceforth belong to that family* 
Yet this grant was again difanauUed by the late paciica- 
tion at Munfter j and fo the bufincfe is left Jn difputc b«J 
tween thefe two families* He of Bavaria trails to hi» 
ftrength and riches, being alfo backed by the ecclefiaftk 
- princes ; tohilfl the other only confides» in the juftice of 
his caule, the right of unqueftionable inheritance* 

Leaving, therefore, thefe grandees to.profecute the» 
feveral claims r I will tell thee what 'makes the fVeAcft 
nolle jn this cky , k an attempt wbfch die Prince of Conde. 
made lately on the town of Calais, a fea-port of this king- 
dom. He had received certain intelligence, that the go- 
vernor had fent out the beft part of the garrifon to for- 
tify Ardres, a place not far from Calais* and fuppofed 
to be in- great danger ; upon this news, the prince march- 
ed with great expedition, defigning to forprife Cala»* by 
riight j but he was discovered before he came near the*.* 
fend the inhabitants taking up amis, appeared on the 
walla and ramparts to welcome him, fo that he was for* 
ced to retire again with the lofs of ne» a thbufand 
men. 

Here ate two men come out of England, that pretend > 
t&bc prophets, foretelling the downfat of the pope, 
Whom they call antichrift, a èeaft, a dragon, and I know 
not how many other titks. One of them is gone to Rome* 
tolteli &e holy father to his fece what isfifcr tobe&fc 



fetm* SQie^Baeàdtcoiiit. ióolp TUfton dirà a» -madmen* 
«ad nobody ca* efteem^tjacmzi better if they go to Rome; 
where they wffl infallibly Manto the hands of theinrmi- 
fition, which thoa knbwaftis >a hcii upon earth* Thy 
brother Ado©» fdt the- fmast* of h% only for two .or three 
wor^uttee^ia«mteDi|)t of their religion; and though 
he+was<not condemned to death, yet he fuffered a tedsou» 
jraprafenment, «till at length the piagne rekafed him both 
from that and the chain» of this mortal life. 

Nathan, af he had died by the ftsoke of the execution* 
er, or by fire, the common death of thole who rail at 
the Roman faith, I could not pronounce him a martyr, 
mdefif it were to his own folly and rafhuefs ; fiace he wai 
sot placed the» to make profelytea, either to the law of 
Mofes or Mahomet, but to penetrate into the fecret tranf* 
a&kms of the followers of Jefua» 

. Thy ba&ncfe ia*he fame- at Vienna * purfue that with 
alacrity, «ad God ihall protect thee from all adwrfity. *• 

' Paris, 9th : of 'the 7th Mobn, of the Year" 16^7; *' * 



1 welcome thy return to the. earth again ; for it «fri 
peara by thy letter thMJtJ^.-haikbee^ in t^otfrer 
mtrld» It, were .to be» wa&eóV.tbovi wouldefti favour the. 
hViag with a journal of thy . trapela and obfer?att©ns $* 
mongtljedead^rThofc-regiima.of fiknee would afford 
matter of .noife enough to mortals, that are always greejajh 
<&£uagajàewsv Pechaps if (thpwtwoM^^oommuiiicftff 
the remarks, thou .haft made •dvrfeg-dbat, ?amW« 0$ thy 
fauV we might fod;o»t + fomtomethod of twrefpondemft 
tetw^kunK^iB «id &tt^ might ee*rr 

tt£r* ^ way to fend difpatfchea to ow frkttdV a*4 to rea 
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cmete afiffetW «grin; or sfeikaft* we. might nate 
foto* ufeful difcotferwi m tint empire o£ {hadowa* 

But, tei! ffte~4eriod}y, daft thou think it was any more 
than* Ciance «rdveam that has hap|>cncd to thee», fuck 
«s frequently faUs»o«t id mébmchbly cOA&itutioua ? I 
once informed Cara Hali the pbyficiaa-of Sack an acci* 
dent as tins not far from Earn: It «as of a man that 
had lain five-afi&thlrty hours as dead in all human ap- 
pearance, and fò giVen over by the phyfician** yet after 
that period, he recovered his fehfes agata, and told flraagc 
things to thofe that were about him. Surely thefc are 
but thè {lumbers of the foul ; and death it&Lf is but a 
deeper flcep, when itcaofes the difiWntitra of the body, 
Dóubtkfr 'men awake again in fane other adive aste} 
for as a flame of fire is equally difpofed to embody it£el£ 
in -the fat of fiefh-or fifh, in ob% wax, fulphur,. or amy 
proper tehiek, end us fcoit;as it ia eaetiagntihed io one, 
wSB readily translate ftfclf fucceffively to all the reft, i£ 
they be within the rphere of its a&ivtty (as the weftcra 
phflofopAer'fpeaks) ; fo is the fpirk or flame of life al- 
ways in a pofture of tranfriiigratioa. For aught we know, 
he that is a king this hour, may be a peacock the next, 
and within a few days be fenred up at his fucccflbr'a table 
as" a royal ditti.* 

dot not to infill too much on 'thefc feerets» I will r©r 
late ttrthee a paffage not uatike that thou haft.cxpe* 
Tienced» 

It is recorded in the writings: of an authentic pea, the 
Jriamrfcrrpt of an ancient Arabian, that Al' Rsihad, cm* 
peror òf the faithful» had many famous phyfickaa about 
him ^ among the reft, be highly eflseemed Sakh Eb'u 
Nahalij an Ittdkrt, for recovering one of bk Aear kinfr 
men out of foeh a condition as I fappofe them haft been 
in. - Tfcat kinfmah was very dear to the emperor, wba 
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wto-Atièg at- a feail when now* w«& bcoqght bim^at- 
he was dead. The tin^wr f .^Unff^MmM^A *0;h«ajr. , 
thré» bt^ft forth into tears, aadcaufed the tabic to. tjc 
taken away. Tketi jgafer Epia Yahya^oae «f bk £Qft~ - 
fidente imiaedwttely. de&re&ahal Safeh th* fa^i^^i 
fician might vifit the carp» of hiil^oad j-efetinn, iwho r ; 
went accordingly* and having . felt his pulfie, .and cofK , 
fidered him well, he returned fco .1 he emperor, and faid*. 
" Ceafe to motirn, my lord, commander of the faithful; 
for if thit man be dead» and X do not re&ore him to life . 
again, may I he divorced few all my wives forever." ., 

He had icarce made an. end of. faying. this* wife» a fc 
cone dtfpatch came to the empeaox^ffonatkofc who wece 
about hi* kutfman, afloring bim* that, he waa reality de^ , 
parted this life» . r 

The» Al* Rafhid began to. curi* the Indjnni f aajLthcjr ; 
ignorance : Bat Sakh perilled ia this. ajertjaffe cryjpg, 
out with fame *ehemeiicy # ,'«., Be.wn iiwjpedulpus, O em^ , 
p«*w of the faithful», nor fuffer .tfey.ki^ftifiajir.t^h^.hu-^ 
ned, till I have been with • him agair^ for ai&yediy he, is .- 
not dead; I will ihow you famtìhmg tfeat is admirable,/'.., 
AP Ramid, paciàed with tbefe. word*, tooJt Sajeh along, , 
with- him to vifit the fuppofed. dead ptt&o* • ■ . ■• , v a 

As foon as they came into his chamber, tfce, Incjia q 
took a. needle and thrmlit between the gag an&tfee jflcjh 
of -his left thumb y then .the entranced , patched: u^ bit- 
hand toward his mouth ; at which Saleh cried. oiUV 
" Now, my lord» comfort* yoeucfelf ; for. dead men u£e 
not to be fenfible. of pain." After this», he blew njk£ r 
powder into- iih nak y upon.»ritich* iaa fe# ; nojbuts&^e^ 
patient fneezed ^ and fittf^uprj^t^nTh^^edp/po^e^ 
AV Rafhid, kiffing^Mb bm lw*dU The, emjp^ a^MW. 
Mm, «.« Hew he found himfelf:?" ,fec s replicjl„ J«. Beflc^ 
faj&or of mankind, I Ijaye been in tb$ %G^fi t 4Gff),thaf;, 
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ever I remember fell oa me in my life ; only I dreamed 
that a dog came and bit me by my left thumb, the pam 
of which awaked me." With that he fhowed him die 
mark of the needle and the blood; adding, " Surely 
it was no dream» but a truth» for I feel it yet." The 
emperor wat extremely pleated with his Indian phyfician, 
and did hkn great honour» His fcinfman alfo, whofe 
name was Ibrahim, lived many years after this, and was 
made governor of Egypt, where he died and was bu- 
ried. 

The eaftem phyficians have been famous in all ages» 
and are now much in efteem among the Franks, who ad- 
cHéYthernfelves to ftudy the fciences. Here are fame very 
learned phyficians in thefe parts, and not a-few ignorant 
ones, who ferve as foils to fet off the luftrc and fame of 
the others. Every province and city in France {warms 
with them, and they all find employment either to kill 
or cure. The Masarenes live very intemperately, and fall 
into abundance of diseafes* whereof the Eaft is wholly 
ignorant ; therefore it is neceffary for them to be well 
flocked with phyficians. Yet it was fatiricafly obferved 
by a certain French lord, that in a town not far from his 
palace, the inhabitants were all healthy long-lived men, 
till a certain empiric came and took up his refidence there, 
for then they began to ficken and die apace* But this 
may be an invidious remark. The Arabian proverb fays, 
** No man is a good phyfician, but he that is born fuch; M 
meaning, that fome are naturally difpofed and fitted to 
thk fcience. Indeed, I have known admirable cures per- 
formed by men who never ftndied in academies, or could 
answer three qucftioas in anatomy ; nay, fome women 
have a gift of this nature, and are very fortunate in their" 
practices. But when al] is done» the beaiU are moft 
happy, who are all their own phyficians by inftinet. 
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Melee, I wife thee foeh a ftate of health a» needs so 
medicines : .But if it be thy misfortune to fall «to Par* 
racnides't indifpofifcion, - 1 counfel thee to make ufe of 
the advice given: him by a philofbpher, who» when Par- 
menides complained of a pain in his ftomach, and aflted 
hit advice» bid him ufe fuch .and fuch eonfeéfcion* and 
decenaries ; the other replied» " He had made trial of 
them all, and many more, yet found no cafe»'' Then 
faid the philofaphcr, " Turn poet, for they generally 
have good ftomachs," 

* Paris, 9th of the ;tk Moon, of the Year 1657. 



XIX. — To the Kaimacham. 

Vsouaut* «poti courier* are come to thk city with the 
joyful news that Moatmcdi is iurrendered to the French $ 
for which the whole body of the parliament, and city of 
Paris» the chancettar ©f the kingdom» with Cardinal An» 
toaio Barberini and all the ecckfiafties, went to the grand 
mpfque or temple» where Te Deum was fung this after** 
noon, with a pompons folemnity ; and now whilft I am 
writing, there is fach a conrnfed noife of great guns» 
ringing oft hells* and ihouts of people» that one would 
think it vere enough to wake the very dead, and make 
them ikart from their graves, to inquire what k the mat* 
ter. • . .. 

The truth of it is, this» place is counted one of* the 
ftrongeft in Europe» and the inhabitants were not infen« 
fible of it when they made tfietr eondHsons of honon* 
with the king ; and therefore we need noti wonder at the 
exceJBI ve joy of the French. ; m? . ì : = . 

When the* keys were delivered to the king by the de« ; 
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puties of the town, one of them in the name of the reft 
made this following addids : 

*• Sire, We fhonkl have had. juft reafon to complain 
of fortune, and accufe ourfelves of cowardice, if we had 
furrendered this impregnable fbrtrefo to the arms of a 
prince lefs glorious and pniffant than your majefty ; fine* 
•nr very walk arc of fbfikieot ftrength to defend us, 
without taking up arms, agamia a power inferior to yourc. 
But in regard it is the will of Heaven that we muft 
change oor mailer, we rejoice to fall into the hands of fo 
invincible and generous a monarch; and we hope, Sire, 
that yof* majefty will (how us the more favour, for hav- 
fog vfed our utmoft efforts to conferve an fcwiolate fide? 
Hty to the Catholic king» who hot ycfterday was obi 
mailer." 

' This was fpoken wkh So graceful an aétion, and fneb 
a becoming franknefs* that the king, <bq»g mightily 
pleafed with them, made them this, anfwer s *' Yes, I 
(hall always remember that your constancy defarvcsxny 
efteem ; and now considering you as my fobjecis, I 
will beftow foeh privileges on this city, as fhall oblige 
you to manifeft no lefs . courage and zeal for my ferries 
than you have done for the Catholic king." 
. And to evidence that he has equal fentimente ; of • gnu 
tttnde and efteem for his officers, by whole courage and 
coodiiék this important place is come under hit .obe- 
dience, the king has beftowed the government of it on 
the lieutenant-general of his armies, who was prefent at 
thc;fiegfc,.and was (hot in feven places of his body; They 
eahVhim the Marquis of Vandi He has fignalifed his 
valour in^aateen. fie^esoand batiks being nuur^ed.all over 
wku foars>ithe .glorious chacacl^rilltcs oft an indefatigable 
and fortunate heto. 
<- It ia.fit the dtvan ihouid be informed of all fuch paffa- 
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geo, not to iaft*M& them what tw do in . the like cafes, (&» 
they are perfe&ly wife) but that thefe example» may be 
regtftered as fpof* to virtue and - magnanimity of Spirit ; 
lor it cannot be fuppofed that the emperor o£ the true 
believers will come 4hort of thefe infidel kings in reward* 
inghis faithful and undaunted £*ve&. 

Marefchal de Ferte Seneterre has alfohad his /hare m 
the carefles and acknowledgments of the king and the 
whole court. 

This fuccefs* has given a great damp to the Spaniards, 
who begin to retire as fail as they can* from the neigh- 
bourhood of the French armies* On the. other fide* 
thefe are full of vigour and briflt . rcfofcitkms» refolving 
not to end the campaign without fome farther attempt* 
in Flanders. . ■* 

They- creep bf degrees into the very heart of that 
province, which is ever like to be the ftage of war, fo 
long as the King of Spain has one town left in it. It is 
a very rich country, abounding in all the deffrable pro* 
auctions of nature ; and the people ate very induftrtous 
tó. learn and improve whatfoever is profitable in art. All 
their uribappinefs lies in this, that they are not able to 
protect themfelves,' and fubfift independent -of one of 
otter of the* neighbouring crowns; fo that whenever 
thofè fòvereigris fa'l out* thefe poor people are.nuferabiy 
opprefied With armies; and in this Oafe. their friend* ma- 
ny times give them as much trouble as their enemies ; 
nay, it is difficult to determine -which are their enemies, 
arid which their friends ; for, to whatfoever matter tfrcy 
are fubjec\ he drains their coffers of money by. takes 
and contributions, befides the intolerable vexation of 
Quartering unruly foldiers, who commit a thoufaod ksÉo* 
lencies unpunifhed. 

Poland is at this' time «in^s bad -acoadition, between 
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the armies of Swedes, Auftria, Brandcnburgh* Mufcovy, 
Tranfylvania, and the forces of King Cafimir. 

The fon of the deceafed emperor has fent a great ar* 
my to the aid of that unfortunate monarch ; and k is 
confirmed on all hands that they have laid fiege to Cra- 
cow ; whilft his ambaflador is negotiating with the Elee* 
tor of Brandenburgh, to draw htm off from the Swedift 
intereft. This is like to prove a war of long continuance 
if the plague do not make peace, which rages in thofe 
parts, and deftroys many thoufands more than the fword 
or gun. The Mufcovites have combated with this aft* 
temper above thefe two years ; the Grand Duke being 
forced to fly with his army, like vagabonds, before this 
inexorable Conqueror, which gives no quarter. 

In the mean time, I hear ill news from Candia, where, 
they fay, the muffnlmans have, in a late attempt on that 
city, loft above four thoufand men, with four-and-thirty 
enfigns,' and a confiderable treafure. Thefe infidels have 
alfo taken and deftroyed, this fummer, above thirty (hips 
of Barbary, and as many more of Conftantinopk, Smyr- 
na, Aleppo, Scanderoon, &c. ; on board of one of which 
they feized the yearly revenue which comes to the Grand 
Seignior from Scanderoon ; and out of another they 
have taken the revenue of Rhodes, killed a thoufand 
true believers, took half that number captives, and re- 
leafed abundance of Chriftlan (laves : In a word, they 
have taken out of the feveral veffcls which fell into their 
hands an immenfe treafure of filver, gold, and precious 
Hones. 

Thefe continual fucceffes of the Nazarenes would 
tempt one to think that this war was unjuftly commen- 
ced by Sultan Ibrahim, and therefore unhappily carried 
on by his glorious fucceflor Sultan Mahomet. Pardon 
the effect of melancholy, benign minifter, if it be a crime 
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to thiak, that the Creator of all things is angry with 
thofe who violate their folemn word and oath. Thou 
knoweft the whole ftory of this war, and the firft occa- 
ilons of it. I fay no more. 

They have a proverb here in the Weft, « That the 
voice of the people is the voice of God." And though 
I approve not the practice of thofe who make ufe of 
this popular aphorifm to foment feditions in a ftate, yet 
I cannot but own there is a great deal of reafon in it, 
and it may be verified in the prefent circumftances of 
Conftantinople. 

Thou obferveft that the foldiers are mutinous, and un* 
willing to' ferve any longer in this unfortunate war ; thou 
findeft the merchants, and in general all forts of people, 
discontented and factious ; the avenues to that fan&uary 
of the world arc blocked up by the Venetians, fo that 
neither corn, nor other neceflary provifions can be brought 
in to fupply the wants of fo many hundred thoufands of 
people. In a word, thou feeft the public calamities have 
made them almoft defperate ; they care not what they 
do : Peace with the Chriftians is the word every wher*, 
or clfe each impertinent mechanic will prefage ruin to 
the Ottoman empire. 

May God infpire thee and the other «limfters of the 
divan, in this calenture of the ftate, tò apply fuch reme- 
dies as may prevent the inconveniencies of a domeftic 
war, which is always more fatal to a government than a 
foreign invafion. 

Paris, 17th of the 3th Moon, of the Year 1657. 
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&X.— To Nathan Ben Saddi, a jfcw ai Vienna. 

lSlow« thou giteli «ne feme fottd- hope* *>f a co«mr& 
Thy tetter hat railed my efepe&aetan, fece It is net pe£ 
tied Jo • tiyfe foil of forbir» and infigmficant dcffftts, 
which would be *sdk& ; ut>r yet 4*«tf it fofour of hype* 
trrify and «tiffimulatien» at tf thou ihtendcdft only to mod 
me add my éakh, and Ml\ continue «hyfelf an infide!; 
but it abounds with very fair coiftcdfions, articles of rea» 
ion ami honour oa thy fide; only e*pe&iitg from me a 
true and authentic account of Otìr Hb!y prophet's life, and 
of the miracles which can be produced in confirmation of 
hi» prophetic office. Thou woutdfcft l iatn lee if any 
thing happened of this kind to the meffen ger of God, 
parallel to the ftupendotis wonder* which recommended 
Mofes your lawgiver to the world, ^8 the undoubted o» 
raele> of Heaven. 

I prsuft there is no fault to be found in this demantf; 
for ft is butreafon, that he who affumes the character of 
a prophet, fhouldbe didinguifhed from impoffcorc by fome 
evident figns and wonders : Yet it is needlefs to make an 
c*ac\ parallel, becaufe the occaitons of Mofes's miracles 
were different from thofe of Mahomet, the feal of the 
prophet.- Your lawgiver had a commiffion and power 
gfven ban to work miracles when he pleafed ; whereas 
tours declared that he was not fent tò work miracles;' but 
to preach the unity of the divine effence, the refiirre£fion 
of the dead, the joys of paradife, and the torments of 
the damned. 

Yet, left the unbelieving world fhouM doubt tbe truth 
of his rniflton, from his very birth his life was graced 
with many fupematoral favours : His mother bore him 
without the kail pain of body or mind, and as foon as 
lie breathed the vital air, he fpoke with an audible vfcice, 
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(aluting bis mother, and adding» "I prpfcfs there is ijudy 
one God, and that I am his apoftle." He was alio cir- 
cumcifed by nature, coming in*o the- world without ius 
prepuce. • At the Jame haurvthe. devil* were forfcidto 
a&ead above the orb of the «eon»; and; four ?oic«t were 
beard Srpaa tip four, comers of {he Jqtiace fiempk ; tie 
firll faying, u Proclaim, the truth i» r&n» and all He* 
(hall return into hell." The ftcond uttawig, " Now is 
born an apoftle of your own nation» and. the Omnipo- 
tent is with hi»." The words of the third were, "A 
book full of illuilrious light is (en* you from God." 
And the fourth voice was heard, to fay, " O Mahomet* 
we havejent thee to be apxephet, apoftle, «ad guide to 
the world.'.' 

When he was about four years old, accompanying the 
ions of his nurfe into the field, the bleficd child retired 
into a cave, at the foot of the mountain Uriel,, to ptay ; 
when the archangel Gabriel appeared to hup» aoc? find, 
" Bifmillahi rrahmani rrabimi, &c. In the name of 
God, companionate and merciful, O child greatly belov- 
ed, I am fent tp d if plant from thy heart the root o/ 
-evil ; for thy ejaculations made the gates, of paradife fly 
open," The young refigned one (aid, w The will of 
thy Lord and miue be done. 99 . Then the angel opened 
his bread with a razor of adamant, and .taking out his 
heart, iqueoted from it the black contagion, which was 
derived from Adam ; and having put the child's heart 
in its place again* he blefled him, and retired to the in* 
vifibles. 

From thai time the young favourite of Heaven grew 

. up and profptfed in all things, having, ifye fmifes. of God 

and man. He was under (he taction of his uncle A1>u 

Taleb, who difoerning the marfcs of an iinmcnfe foul in 

his ypung .nephew, was wore foheitous #>r his welfare 

Vol V.* ^ 
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than if he had been his fon. His fortune being low in 
the world» he had no other way to provide for his illuf- 
triows charge than by- placing him as. a factor to Chadi- 
jah, a widow, of the fame tribe with Mahomet, which 
was the nobleft among the Arabians ; befides fhe was ve* 
ry beautify and rich, and there wanted not hopes that 
in time Aie might become Mahomet's wife. 

That which chiefly encouraged them to this was a vi- 
fion of Chadijah, every where talked of in thofe pans; 
for jhe had divulged it herfelf, long before Mahomet be- 
came her fervant, or his uncle had any thoughts of thus 
difpofing of him. " The fun feemed to leave his hea- 
ven, and come down to her houfe, from whence he dif- 
fperfed his beams through Arabia, Egypt, Perua, and, 
m fioe, through the whole earth*?' This viiion had made 
a deep iraprcffion on the mind of Chadijah, and (he could 
not reft till me had told it to a certain famous fage in 
thofe parts, who had r great (kill in aftrology, and other 
myfterious fciences, and was celebrated for the integrity 
of his manners. As foon as he heard the contents of her 
vifion, he faid, " In the name of God, O widow, enter 
into thy bath, and prepare thyfelf with the neceflary pu- 
rifications; for thou (hah (hortly be married to the great- 
eft prophet in the world." And when (he alked the a- 
ftrologer, u What was the country, tribe, and name of 
her next hu(band ?" he told her, " He was an Arabian 
of Mecca, of the tribe of the Coreis, and that his name 
was Mahomet." 

As yet the prophetic widow knew nothing of the ne- 
' phew of Abu Taleb ; but thou mayft imagine (he felt s 
ftrange paffions, when his uncle afterwards recommended 
him to her fervke ; and me knew that he was the man 
in whom the aftrologer's character was verified, as to his 
country, tribe, and name ; for Mahomet was the fon of 
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Abdalla, who defcended from the Bani Hafcliim, who 
were the nobleftV family in the tribe of the Coreis. Who 
can exprefs her fentiments, when (he faw the beautiful 
youth making his firft addreffes to her as ah humble 
(lave, whom flic believed Heaven had ordained for the 
partner of her bed ! With what a grace and becoming 
modefty did he receive the laft iriftru&ions and farewel 
of his parting uncle ! However, fhe concealed her tran- 
fports, and fent her beloved flave with a caravan into Sy- 
ria, allowing him a noble penfion. 

In that journey there happened fomething very re- 
markable in honour of the admirable young man ; for at 
a certain place on the road, as he waited on the captain 
of the caravan to a fynagogue of the Jews, no fooner 
had Mahomet fet his foot over the threfhold of the fy- 
nagogue, but all the lamps therein were loòfened from 
their chains, and fell down on the floor. All thofe of 
thy nation that were prefent, being aftonifhed at the por- 
tentous accident, fell at the feet of the rabbis, defiring 
their advice in this amazing circumftance. They having 
performed the accuftomed ceremonies and expiations, an- 
fworcd, " It is revealed in the traditions of thè feniors, 
that at what time foever an Arabian, called Mahomet, 
fhall be prefent at our folemnities, God (hall remove the 
candlefticks out "of their places. It is therefore mofl 
certain, that fuch a one is now among us ; let him not 
efcape our hands, left reproach and contempt come on 
Ifrael.** But behold, wh?fft they were bufy infearchfhg 
for the caufe of this prodigy, two angels conveyed Ma- 
homet to Mecca, where he foon after married Chadijah. 

It were eafy to recount many more miracles in the life 
of the prophet^ fuch as that of the cloud overfliadowing 
him, the eagle perching on his head when he was afleep, 
tie trees and ftones. proclaiming Jlim the apoftk of >God; 

1 2 
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and if we were to make parallels, I think the ftuperi- 
dous defcent which the moon made at the prayer of tfce 
divine meflengcr, comes not far ihort of the celebrated 
diforder òn Mount Sinai, when your law was delivered 
by Mofcs. 

If thou required undoubted tcftimonies for truth tjf 
this miracle on our fide, offer fomcthing that is unqde- 
ftionable on thy own» We both equally confide irt thè 
different records of our nations, which were penned by 
men as liable to temptations, and errors of all forts, as 
thou arid I, and all that believe what they write ; therft» 
fore, unlefs thou canft (tart fame infallible authority to 
prove the eternal and universal obligation óf your-hlP, 
than I can to the contrary, thou Heft under a manifeft 
difadvantage ; lince I profefs, with our holy propTret arid 
all the muffulmans, that the Alcoran contains nothing re- 
pugnant to the law of Mofes, but' is onry a more perfect 
and complete idea of the Divine wiff ; and that as Mofes 
was the lawgiver of the fdns of Ifaac, fo Mahomet waa 
the apoftle of the fons of Ifmael, and the fealqf all the 
prophets. ' * 

Ufe thy own reafon, and rather be of no religio» than 
iu the number of thofe to wfiom it frrall be laid at tfte 
laft day, " Drink, ye worfhippers of Ozair, and be damn- 
ed for ever. ** 

Paris, xoth of the 9th Moon, of the Year 1657. 



XXL— To DiCHiEU Hussein, Ba/fa. 

T here has been a mighty quarrel of late between the 
French and Spararti ambafladors at the Hague about pre- 
cedency. The occafion was this? One evening the 
French .ambaffador was riding in a coach, in a place 



Boojs. III. A Sf r AT PARIS. I J>7 

«here th* Spaniih ambaflador met him. in another coach» 
and both driving for the upper hand, they, met with their 
horfes head» one againft another, and fo flood (till. 
There was preXently a, iuinult of people gathered about 
them j and the French being mod refpected, many gen- 
tlemen came into his fide with f words- and piftols, and all 
things feemed to portend a combat ; frat the magiflrates 
having notice of this difturbance, fent forge of the guards 
to keep the peace, and to defend the ambafladors from 
any attempts of the rabble. In the mean while, feveral 
great lords walked, to and fro be ween the ambafladors, 
propoijug expedients of accommodation ; but it being 
at the very, juncture when the French^ ambaflador had re- 
«eiyedthft.Qe.ws of the furrender of,Mon£medi ; he T would 
pot in the kaft yield to aay terms*; fo that at kit the 
Spaniard was forced to drive out of the way, thinking, ft 
a matterof fuftcicnt triumph that he had flopped the 
f rercb apjhaffador Jo Jong. 

., . There »** poft coinè in from Depmark, which brings 
«ews, of the total deftru&ion. of Itzchow by fire. This 
was a town belonging to the Danes, and was fired by the 
Kfng pf Sweden's order. The Danes are very unfbrtu» 
-jnte. o£ late years; they make no figure in Europe. 
Thft;c p a period fet to the grandeur of every kingdom 
and fiate, and the Danes were once very* victorious, and 
formidable ; but now their monarchy declines apace to 
make way for the riling luftie of the Swedes. 

Ry 4ea the Dunkirk***, make a. great, notfex.They 
have lately taken from the French twenty merchant vef- 
fels, and from the Englifh near half that nnmber ; but 
$f they have* not .better .JotX une. than their neighbours, 
the .French wili-ta^e thsir city from them ere long. E- 
very campaign makes a fair advance toward it. I fent 
as account already ux the kairaacham of the furrender 
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of Montaiedi, one of the rnoft important places in Chrif- 
tendom. Now I acquaint thee, that St. Venant, which 
has not fo great a character, yet confiderable enough, 
has yielded upon articles. This was done on the 28th 
of the'laft moon. At this rate, the French priefts will 
have little elfe to do but to frog Tc Deura ibr their re- 
peated fucceffes and victories. * 

From Portugal we hear, that that court, to fecure 
themfelves the better againft the Spaniards, have fent to 
implore the affiftance of Morocco and Fez, Which' is 
much cenfured among the Nazarenes : Others fay theft 
are only itiefiehgers gone to buy up all tht'h&fe» they 
can get in that country* . - 

• In the meart whik,4he King lof France is taking all 
the politic meafuret he caa> for thtf empire of the Weft* 
His ambaffadors in Germany appear with a iftagai6eent 
train of three hundred often, and tbey ftyfe thchr matter» 
" His Moft Chriftian Majefty, King of France and Na- 
varre, Sovereign Prince in Germany and Italy ;" which 
laft is looked upon as a fair ftep to the tifk of emperor. • 

The councils of the German court are- not a lktledi* 
fhtrbed to hear that our invincible forces are approaching 
towards the confines of Hungary. It will put-forae ftop 
to the deigned election. Befides, they canaot agree 
afhong themfelves about a fuccefibr. 

The Queen Ghriftina of Sweden is come back again 
into this kingdom, being frighted out of Italy a fecoad 
time by the return of the plague. 

There is a war commenced between the city o£ Mira- 
fter and the bimop of that place, fo that he has laid a 
formal fiege to it, and preffes them very clofe. 

AH this is of no fuch importance as the news that I 
receive from Conftantinople, which affare* me that the 
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muffulmana have retaken the ides of Tenedqs aad Lemuos, 
though with fame lofs of men. 

I wKh they could as eafily drive the Venetians out of 
the Archipelago* and then the imperia} city wo.uld have 
no longer reafon to complain for want of bgaad* 

Paris, ioth of the 9th Moon, of the Year' i6$f, ' 



XXTL— TiDGkErOtiLoxj.' "' 

JL know not what is the matter, hut «reft of my friends 
are of late grown ftrange to ine? ^y^ri^hut ibidem* 
and theo their letters are full of reserves, as if they fa» 
fpe&cd my integrity'; tir, beoaufe that I. am commanded 
fco inform th« divan of all criminal practices, therefore 
they are afraid to communicate their featimeats with the 
fame freedom as formerly, though oa theme* no ways be- 
longing to the date, hut purely fpeculative, and the com- 
mon difcourfe of ali ienfible men. Are you. become 
more morofe and rigid at ConAantinople than J you were 
twenty years ago ì In thofe days I remember i% was com- ^ 
«ion. in tbepubhc coffee-hans, for Mufihlmafts, Greejts, 
Curds, and Franks, 'or men of any other religion, to 
meet together, and vent their thoughts with liberty ; no 
man being willing to be ftigmatized with the character . 
of a clown for taking offence at another's faith, though 
different from his own. 

It was then efteemed a point of gallantry to favour 
the Chriflians of all. feds, and let them talk and a& as 
they pleafed, provided they blafphemed not God or his 
prophets; and they themfelves .would have condemned 
any of their own party who fhould have been guilty of 
fuch an immorality and affront to the eftablifhed religion , 
of the muffulmans, and the general fenfe of mankind. . 
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But why then Is the fame liberty retrenched now;* and 
that among muflolman^ who are intimate friends ? I*- it 
sot now as lawful fbr us to converte with one another 
by letter, 'òr any other way, as it was then to enter iato 
dialogues wìtli infidels'? ' I would riot encourage or imi- 
tate the) bold and profane eitorts of their wit, who deny 
the Ì>eing of a L God, ór utter blafphemies again ft his 
meffengèr; the whole univerfc is an irrefragible teftimo- 
ny of an eternal and omnipotent nature; and the Alco* 
ran is an evident proof .of the fan<Sity and indifpenfable 
cofhroiflion 'of our holy lawgiver :" But I hope k is no 
crime to. entcr T into fpeculations 'of things liable to con* 
tfaverfy ; at teaft I will Venture to difclofe to thee my 
'thoughts, who* art the mòft agreeable of all my friends. 
T tell thee, my dear Dgnet, it appears tome ridiculous» 
and Hkè <he" quarrels, of children, ' for' jnuflulmans to 
wrangle "about mere' trifles "in religion, ''and tKaVthc re- 
'ifigriòd J to l&bcf mould be zealous for $ie whimfies of 
me'n. 1 '" T 6iie ' party' Hètievési^e Àjcoran is et ernaf, another 
fays If itf créàted. J * Tn my- "opinion 'tftef are torti abTufd 
, affertióné ; the'firft, becauìetiien it wifl follow' tbàt there 
are more étef hafe ffean one, which fo' a fair ftep to poly- 
thcifm ianà fdolatry ;-*thé feebnd is only an impropriety 
of fpeech, for we do no_£ ufuaTTy fay of any writing that 
Itls created, but penned' «---«•-/-• " ' 
" ' ' f can " eàfily : hetié ve' tfte manifold J defcents of Gabriel 
front Heavètì, when" he Drought down "the hundred and 
four meets of fcieitee and faith j.buf whether A (Jam had 
©n!y'ten~of J thefe/meets, *or/ohé-ànd-twerfty as fome fay, 
òr Whether' his Toh * Séth^iad* but hiiie-and-twerity of 
them,' or ^^ fifty;" àctóVetJng'td others, is not material ac- 
cording ttJ ' inyfakfr ': 'Itis ^poifible 'fcdris had nò more 
nór lefstha'tì thirty, and 'Abraham bur father juìl ten of 
tWe divine mi tvufmp^. Òf this we are Ture, that the 
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volume of the law was fent to Mofcs^ the,pfabns.td-Da- 
*vid, the gofpél to Jefus the fon of Mary, and' the mighty 
àlcoran to Mahomet the feal of the prophets. ' 

It is as eafy for me to believe the celeftial pen, wiUi 
which all th'efe manufaapts were written^ to be f pf fome 
admirable fubftance; but why It mould be made, of jpearfs, 
rather than of diamonds,' or any other jewels^ 1 fee no 
reafon > or that it mould be a journey of fifty years for 
the fwiftcfl horfe in Arabia to run from one end of it to 
the other: Yet if I have not Ètith enough for thefe 
thiags, Ì will* not be angry with ttiofe that Ime. , Let 
every man enjoy his fancy. . ,....,,., Wf ,- M 

But I cannot be fo indifferent when I hear men tejl 
me, that God has a body like ours ? with eyes, ears, nofe, 
hands, tongue, and all other members, and organs of 
life, fenfe,. fpeech, and motion $ that he is fubjed to paf- 
fions of love, hatred, anger, grief, and all the affcciio.ns 
that are common to mortals : Yet thou knoweft there is 
a fed of muffulmans who believe all this, and preach, it 
to others with great affurance. What is this but to fet 
up an idol in the place of God ? For the original of all 
idolatry was the vain prefumptjon of men, who repre.- 
fented the incomprehenfible divinity under fbmc common 
viable figure of men or beafts. 

If we mull affign a body to God, it would feem moi$ 
rational to adhere to their opinion among the dephatim, 
who fay his body is infinite, uncircumfcribed, and be- 
yond all form. Neither is it of any import that the 
weftern philofophers affcrt it is of the efleoce of all bo- 
dies to be circumfcribed and finite ; fince> though this 
may be readily 'granted true of particular bodies, yet 
muft it ever be denied of the immenfe and univerfal body 
out of which the world is formed, unlefs they will allow 
it u&timited and interminate unbodied ijpace^ which ia 
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more unintelligible and abfurd. Doubtlefs, if the eter- 
nal Mind has a body, it is expanded wide as the endlefs 
ether, and equally prefent in all places ; neither can this 
body be any more circumfcribed, confined, or (hut up in 
any place, than the light of the fun can be reftrained 
within a room, or feparated from its fource by drawing 
of a curtain ; for all the world is pervious to this infi- 
nite body, which is altogether indiyifible into parts, even 
as that which we call a fpirit. In a word, we muft con- 
ceive it to be fimple and uncompounded, the fineft and 
faireft matter of the univerfe. 

But if thou wilt have my opinion, all this is infinitely 
too low and narrow an idea of that eternal and moft ex- 
alted Effence, that intelle&ual Beauty which no mortal 
eye has feen, no tongue or pen can defcribe, the fmaileft 
glimpfe of whofe ineffable majefty, falling on the thoughts 
of holy men and prophets, fnatches away their fouls in 
facred paffions and divine ecftàfies, whiHl their bodies are 
in the cuftody of the angel of death. At fuch times 
they are carried up through the feven heavens, beholding 
all their wonders, and the purple fea which divides the 
firft heaven from the fecond ; they pafs by the orbs, 
where fire, hail, fnow, and thunder are prepared, and 
kept as in refervatories againft the day of calamity, being 
guarded by Tpirits of vengeance, who are created to pu- 
nirti infidels ; then they afcend to the fourth heaven, 
where dwell innumerable armies of holy ones ; next to 
the fifth, where are the angels of interceffion ; then to 
the fixth, which is the refufénce of archangels, the inter- 
nuncios, or meffengers or" the eternal Majefty; and, laft 
of alii they are introduced into the prefence of the moft 
fnblime potentates and prrmcipalfties, who wait before 
the recefs of the Creator in' the heavens above all hea* 
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▼en», whofe height tranfcends the power of created intel- 
lects to meafure. 

O Dgnet, when I hare faid all I can, it is nothing to 
the purpofe J for no words nor thoughts can reach that 
infinite above all infinity ; nothing but pure unbodied 
minds can have accefs to the (kirts and borders of that 
endlefs region of light. 

Therefore, let U6 not ftretcb our vain imaginations, nor 
greedily pry into thofe fecrets which for ever fly from 
human thought; but,,keepingourftlvcs within the bounds , 
of reafon and fobriety, let us adore God, and believe hi? 
prophet, obey the law of cleannefs and purity, without 
injuring man or beali; and. that is- the way, if there be 
any, to afcend ta the vifion and enjoyment of that happi-. 
nefs, which at prefent is hid from us. 

Paris, 5th of the nth Moon, of the Yqar. J657. 



XXIlL — Te the Aga of the Janizaries. 

I -received- the difpatch coming from valorous hands,, 
an exprefo perfumed with nardffus, full of honourable 
words, and exhibiting a command worthy of an Ottoman, 
general.: May the angel of fortitude conduci thee in all 
-Ay -expedition» againft infidels, rebels, and heretics. 
. Thy conceptions of the prefent ftate of Europe are 
*ery proper and lively ; yet: in fome things . it is poffible 
thou haft been mifinforUied. The- affairs of Italy are in- 
eonfiderabk* when compared with the more important 
wars of the-North. ' That quarter 'is at prefent the thea- 
tre of the moft remarkable aftion*; yet the campaign* 
m Banders this y eat have* made fome noife in the world. . , 
Bùi all the d&fcourfé at jtfefent is of the,famous £iegc 
andrttfltting of Freéerieks-Dtìe by the Swedes* This it 
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»*fatf*ef*b*tongiagko theJCmgrf Dwsmttrk, and fifteen*. 
*d oar of the ftroogtft in Europe r yet k «as taken by 
£orm» wherein, the Danes lo$ thf ec*and-ain«ty pnncipal 
tOfijoeES» and aboat three thoufand cotainonfoidiers, three- 
and-tiinty colocrrs, :£et*n<aad*fevebty great - gun» of iron 
and brafs, three hun<ked aitd«ighty4fcfe barret» of paw- 
ner, .forty theuiand moJket»bulkts*< fix hundred grena* 
does, three thoufand pikes* and two thoofand two han- 
dved fui|a -of armour. 

*- -This siócory.jnakcs the. Swedes appear, terrible to their 
*aet&fcv**A *h*y arc- looked upon a**he only ftotmfh» 
iag. «ìatinii in .the North, as France is: ia the Weft. ; Yet 
ta*ft§ow*hafc there 33 no jimuuced happinefs hare below, 
their intensa has been nroth leflened by the defertion of 
the Jhaadeaburghcrs,Jwha,iiow feein to favour the caufe 
of King Cafimir, 

t> ThafciadcarchJuttLatt interview lately with the Elec- 
tofeof Braadttibirtg^ at a/plaoe ^ealkd-Brootnbetg, whesr 
tftry>enU»r*eed one another* banqueted together, and bu^ 
iied ailihe meiDQirs qfentnity in. generous cooipotations; 
-foetlas i* thc^ way . of the Northern princes <of Europe, 
who live in fb cold a climate that nothing lefs than »4k» 
&n»zh ef mriae'csai jfcaw their froaen fouls, and melt 
dhzoràitD an obHd*s| hutt^ur. - .:; 
t A$ §àt*ihk fot* «f England, I perceive tha*i kaovfeft 
tic «hatadpr of Oliver, t^e new fosrereign of that «oa* 
tncnjweaaji^ yet I can. inform .thee that he begins to 
*haa^hi*tetofÌBr<. v TJhtCfc; arc-pcrfo» in kisJtoiirt who 
^e,.«oa4aii^'la4s^geAi^to^it Ens» ©£, France of- aU 
las (cdretft$ and wthe eaufcd. King of .Scota cùria not 
4fluff:a>caiidje jsiJa^pa€^a .bux. ahat^u^nipflK hid know» 
kdge of it, fo neither can Oliver have a4re*m bot'lcsne 
^itJbfallMerodr^catóoi^tf» foragfrcottafcrks. 

|lk%e$Hiiptor^^ and 



tredbaa ttg^Ah^lì^^bìAmak^rìam change hi* 
béd fere or ik time» a-night* They fay he is metamos- 
£hofed from a haro to a perfect coward. And this il 
net the report of, she jrrohkode* wba tabe 7 things upon 
troft, bat it is *bc fpart of the/French «giaofccs* jwfeia wife 
well to the fon of.thckte^ii&uniàFeii(£iigUAkikiog* • •• 

I muft be irregular m my wtèchod of waiting» thatl " 
may oblige th*e with m2itary.*cinarks. A:- move part> 
cular account of the ftorm of FredenckjfrQdc.i&juft cotte 
to my hands, wherein w4 are aJfcred* that k wa* taken 
at die £rft aflank, which mudi ttdoond* to the honour 
of/ General Wrangle; and that. the! crown-macftiat of 
Denmark» with many fenato» and^grendèes^ finVb? ; the 
edge of the fword; and that two thanfaad captures were 
-driven yoked in couples like beafts, as an augmentation 
of the conqueror's triumph. . : ' ic 

Thon wilt not be difprcafed a*.the sitdecohtrefcceiand 
order oftjicfc memoirs, ;ooh£detang tbafcit^faits «A de- 
notigli wick thf fubjeclbf for 1 1 writer hccàmfagà^^iit 
French , (ay, and fo am* ©bilged, to; esitatane 4hefc with 
brpkeo^dccacbmcntp of jote**» from ievefai parta* ai oeca- 
Eoa afters. i. .-., .- " t '.i\y.- it 'u r \><^ ».; u .?.< «.:/.„-* 

:'. i TbeiSpaniank arcftadt» mad for the.lofs.trf :Mardskd» 
which was taken by the EngH& «sd French ini&ei^th 
inoon, and all the garrlbiificnt jadfaneestj© Calais* They 
(wcarthcy wffl Jiawitl^iiaportaat place again» whab- 
eter it «oft them. Tho Prince of Coju^e :lks.dangen- 
onfly Jick of a icyer at>Ohflftt:; wbiinV Dos John jdX 
Auftria^.laboura under aimahuiy o^aafithcB; tìatujK^b^. 
ing much difteefied: far want of money -ton papvhk fiol» 
dicci. ^Thkipsookràittpojriaft^ fymptommi* 

general of aaiftrmyv/n r»vitO ogj i->pj *a J. f ;'i j : .' • -xl 
j >33ie<grea* tsty Oracow^amiFofamd. w luraraiemd % 
Aha Aitiate* jUi^ 
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fiftd a turn of his affairs, and it h thought he wìii àtìw- 
Half the princes of Europe into a league againft the 
King of Sweden. 

It will be of no great importance for thee to know, 
that the ficge of Muafter is raifedv anil a peace conclud- 
ed between that city and their bimop ; yet it is conve- 
nient» that this mould be related to the minifters of the 
Divan, who are the judges of human events : Befides, in 
one of my letters, I mentioned this quarrel and fiege. 

Itiuftrious Aga, I have obeyed thy commands, in fend- 
ing thee an abftra& of all the moft remarkable tranfac- 
tions in Europe, during the laft three or four moons. I 
wim it were as agreeable to any of my friends to fend me 
the new» of oar armies and navy. 

But I am more obliged to ftrangers and infidels for 
the intelligence I have of the Ottoman affairs, than to. 
any of the true believers» 

Brave commander, may God prcferve tkee from the 
common vices of * fotdier's life, and make thee as re- 
nowned as Caffitn HaliV'who was prefent in fi ve- and* 
twenty pitched battles, received eight-and'-forty wounds, 
and yet lived to the fixty-third year of his age- 
• • Paris, »7 th of the 1 2th "Moon , of the Year 1 65 7; 



. BOOK IV. 

LETTER I To Cara Hali, Fhyfidan to the Grand 

Seignior 1 

JVIost of my letters to the grandees-of* the Porte catry 
iiew8<of war, lieges» and battles among the Chriftians. 
Now I \*&ltdH thee, who art my friend» I am at war 
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with tìiyfelf 5 one 'potent paffion takes the field 'agairrft 
another; oppòfìte armies of affe&ions are embattled in 
my breaft ; my heart is blocked up ; here lies kttereft 
entrenched, there honour difplays it» ftandard 5 one mi- 
nute nature and fdf-prefervation makes a felly, the next 
they are beat back by generofity and love t Tha worft 
òf it Is, that thefe contrary factions in the foul are fo 
blended together by à fecret correfpondence, that it is 
almoft impoffible to difcern which is which. 

Wouldeft thou know what the meaning of this is? I 
will tell thee in brief ; I am in a controverfy with myfelf, 
whether I had beft die or live. 

Wonder not at the expreffion, as if it were in any 
man's power to make this choice^ fince, according tò the 
muffulman faith, we cannot batteri or retard the moments 
decreed ' by fate. Affuredly predeflination does not in 
the leafl interfere with what is called man's free-will : 
Every the moft voluntary aciion of our lives complies as 
exarétty wkft the appointment of eternal deftiay, as the 
accidental fall of a tile of a houfe, or a more regular and 
conpftant defcent of rain, fnow, and hail, from the clouds* 
And for aught I know, we may as properly call ft the 5 
free- will of a river, to run toward the fea, as for a man 
to purfue the various currents of his own reafon or appe- 
tite ; for fo a fountain frequently divides itfelf into many 
ftreams, before it falls into the ocean, which is its centre ;. 
and man himfelf, notwithstanding the boafted freedom of 
his will, is as much confined to aft, according to his prin- 
ciples, prepofleffions, prejudices, paffions* and- habits, aft 
the different rivulets ifluing from the fame fpringare re- 
trained each within the banks of its proper chap neh 

But not to* entertain the* withj more allegories* both 
thou and I, and all men, fi*d ourfelves «violently carried 
away by certain fatlkiatl&ns, fo forcible a* «d power of 



our wiQ.ts aide to rtfift : .Sometimes our Ipve, hate, joy, 
grief, and fo the reft of human pafiions, are as involun- 
tary as. the motions of pur pulle. .And though in the 
mod important anions of our lives we generally form 
fame regular defi^n, as their (cope and centre, yet we do 
many things without reflexion, as muikians are faid fome- 
timc$ to play excellent tunes without fo much as regard- 
ing or thinking what they are about ; by all which it is 
evident, that our will has little to do in the conduce of 
our Jives. Vfc, like all other creatures, aci according to 
certain iecret impulfes of nature. The very fame faculty 
which we call inftineV in the beaft, is no other than what 
we terni reaion, wifctom, knowledge, difcretion, and fore* 
caft in ourfelves ; and I think it is no folecifm to lay, 
that that was a prudent clog, who perceiving Ids matter 
rilakiag ready a rope to hang him,, flfly flipt away, and 
never came 'near him more. 

Suffer me to make yet a farther digrefiion, and afcribe 
if tonfate.; for I am on .a fudden, ftrangely interrupted ia 
my thoughts by a moft furjous tempeft, a medley of 
hail, .rain, lightning, and thunder, and this laft* thought 
not over noify and lpud, yet it was the moil fingularly 
terrifying that ever Ì heard in my life. There is a fort 
of thunder ivhich they call the drum, becaufe it approach* 
es near, the found of that warlike inftrument, making a 
lively fierce rumbling in the air, likr the beat of an a- 
larm ; there is another more furprifing, like the roaring 
of cannons ; but this bad a touch in it of the moil harih, 
afirightening, and irregular noifes that ever raook the 
welkin. . 

1 was poffefled with a deep melancholy, as foon as I 
heard the horrid clatter begin, and law the air darken a- 
pace, with a more than ordinary gloominefs \ then Tfek 
fome religious paffions ftnigg)mg with my reafcm j I was 



ÉiH of fears, tc&V God was angVy wijIT flic for ih^ coun- 
terfeited. life among theCfóftìànsj and imagined^ nò left 
than that this tempeft was raited on purpofe to deftroy 
me, and make me an" example to all mufrùlmàns, who 
dare deny the holy, prophet, tp Térvé" the tntereft óf tBe 
Grand Seignior, as much a mortal as thcrofètvefe j or at 
leaft I concluded I mould tafte my (here of the wrath of 
Heaven at this choleric juncture ; nay, and all the philo- 
sophy I could mufler together feryed hut to raife my dit 
mal expectations of the fatal Wait ; for I could not a- 
void thinking, that a wicked man is a magnet which nà» 
turalry attracts the vengeance of Heaven, and that I be- 
ing fuch'in the higheft degree, could not fail of having 
my foul fcorched up at once to' nothing, or mctamor. 
phbfed to a fury (which k worfe) by fomc ìurprifing 
and inevitable flam ; for to pafs from this life by light- 
ning,, poifon, or an earthquake, are the' only death» I 
fear. ' "'*'"»" 

I fejtt on iny knees and face, addreffing myfclf to God 
with the moft hunqble and fervent devotion I was capa* 
(le of ;' I made my application alfo to his prophet ; I 
faid and did all that I thought would procure a refpite 
of the puhifhment I feared : At length, being tired anjjt 
fick of too'much prayer, I roFe and fat down cheerfully, 
remembering I was a. mulfulman, and refighed tó thè 
will of deftiny ; cónfidenng alfo that I was an Arabian, 
of à noble flock, I refolved, if I muft die, to prepare 
myfelf with a moderation worthy of my Wood, that fò J 
xnigh€ go to the irivifibles hie ttie grahctfoh óf ah emir, 
, Perhaps thou wilt impute this to vanity ^hut I eftecm 
it a point of juftice for' a man to» take care th£t he may. 
live* and die like himielfi withpnt degenerating from thè 
virtue of his. anceftors, or bringing a difgràce on the 
tribe to which he belong» ; For though Gài has created 
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all men of the fame mould, yet he has diftinguifhed one 
family from another, by more than fpecific chara&ers im- 
printed on? them in their nativity, and has ennobled fome 
mortals with peculiar qualities and innate pcrfe&ion*, 
which others- are wholly ftrangers to ; fo there are others 
remarkable for hereditary vice*. 

Whether thefe things depend on the blood, or on the 
different cireumftance6 of fouls before they came rota 
thefe bodies, is a queftio» not foon refaked ; but this I 
am iure ©f, that I rind in myfelf both- fome virtues and 
▼kef, which I could never yet difcover fb oddly blended 
together in .any other mortal* I am' al ways campaigning 
on she frontièra of good and evil yjtt my paffions are 
not mercenary j^nd priecf can tempt me to treafon or 
gcrfidj $ I an* fnafter of a certain faftnefs of Spirit, which 
ho human charm is able bò difnfentie ; my integrity cam 
not be warded by .gold ; atid it is for this reafcm I a lit» 
tie value "myfelf, which makes me fometimes inclined ra- 
ther bravely to faily forth into the -unknown world, than 
tarry^ in thisy where I meet with .nothing but contempt 
and tiifefteem from the* (lave? of him for whofe fake I 
bear the fatigue of life. Surely, think I, wherever it 
be my lot to go, after my efcape from this mortal ftate, 
the fpdrits of that region wiH be kind to me for the fake 
of my incorruptible truftinefs ; for they have intrigues 
as well as we, and consequently will be glad of faithful 
agents. 

In a word, fince all my zeal and loyalty is thought 
not to merit any reward in this life, I would fain try 
whether at lead I may not deferve to be a ghoft of ho- 
nour, if there be any fuch diftin&ions in that world of 
fpirits. 

M Faris, 27th. of the iath Moon, of the Year 1657. 
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II. — toMusTAPHA, Bajfa. 

I* shall acquaint thee with a late tranfac*tion in this 
kmgdota, which I believe has' but few example*. The 
kaimacham has already received a difpatch from trie, 
wherein I fignified the return of Chriftina Queen of 
Sweden iato France i This princefs, fince her arrival at 
Fou&taiftbkau* having dhcovered fomc fecret treachery 
in one of her retinue, who was an Italian marquis, pro* 
nounced a formal fentence of death on him, which wa* 
àeearémgly executed on the xoth day of the nth moon,' 
éf -her own officers, in a gallery of her -palace, after he 
had been warned òf- it by her eipréfs order, and had a 
confeHbf fent to -him to prepare hrm for another world* \ 
- Wbetrthfe Was done, me immediately fent a meflèn- 
ger to acquaint" the French Icing with this action, and 
the reafons which induced her to it* Some of the rour» 
tier» atfrrftperfoaded him, that the queen's proceeding* 
intrenched on his royal prerogative,' he being the fole ar- 
biter of life -and death within his own dominions, where* 
trpon Monfieùr de Chanut was fent to expostulate with 
her. - Lhave formerly mentioned thia perfon in fome of 
my letters, when he was ambaffador from this crown to* 
Queen Chriftina, then reigning in Sweden. He is a gen- 
tleman of great abilities, and for that reafon he has been 
employed in the moia difficult negotiations with the ftates 
of Holland, and other countries. 

Yet people cenfure variously ; and the cafe has been 
referred to the doctors of the civil law, who pronounced 
this fentence in her favour, " That being an independent 
fovereign, and having the King of France's permiffion 
tó refide in this realm, the rights of fovercignty could 
not be denied her over her own fubjecìs : Such are to he 
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efteem.ed aH tha| are in ber fervice and take ber pay, ei- 
cept the fubjecìs of the fiate where (he refides." 
+ The fwift execution of this queen's fentence on her 
fcrvant, in part, refembks the rigour of our eaftern juf- 
tice, which admits, of do delays, in puniming criminal 
pcrfons, and removing traitors out of the way; neither 
is h) to^t>e diverted by any fear of after-claps- And 
though tbefe wdfern monarchs generally put no man. to 
<Jeath without a formal procefs at; law, yet fometirnes 
they have leaped over this rule» :> and only give ,the wo*d 
of command to fome of their officers* a$d the bvfyqd* 
was done j as m the cafe of the Mare,fchaJ de,A*f rj^an^ 
the Duke of Gwfc ; the. one felling by a. piftol.^ul)^, 
the other by the (tab , of. a dagger; anil bo^h J9.jth£ 
king's own palace, furrounded with theifc fervaoU and 
friends * and there was na other wag for the crojwn of 
prance to fecure iifelf from the attempts of theft dan» 
gerous men, who. were grown to. fiich a height, as to mo^ 
march it almoft as much as their mailer. 

Mighty batta, the charms, of fovèffignty alt *èry 
firong, creating envy and ambition in fubje&s, ai*4 jea- . 
loufy in princes. It is not (afe for an eminent grandee 
to appear too popular ; for he that is invefked with a dia* 
dem can never brook a rival,. or qne whom he has reafon 
to fufpeéi for fuch. . „' ♦ . . m 

Pari», fjth of $e til Moon, of the Tear xt*sV 



IIL^TtTf Mu*tar*a; BtrUrJlg** 

X he Spaniards are all ditfblvcd in joy for the bifth of a, 
young prìhce and heir of that declining monarchy. It 
is faid that the king his father appointed a folemn feftival 
throughout all his dominions, commanding his fiibje&s Hi 



\ 
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celebrate ft with the moft exalted dcmónftratións of joy; 
and on that day he himfelf wore the ranfom of kitfgs 
in his apparel, the very diamonds and pearls in his hat 
being valued at three jmflions of gold, by wlifih thoà 
tnayeft gaefs at the reft. ' ' " 

He has àlfo communicated' this joyful news to alt 
ChrHUan princes and dates, his friends ,and allies. Ani " 
indeed He has fome reafon to make a noife of this good 
fortune, being an old man, and in all men's opinion not 
Ekely to have any more children. 

**H& J ambaffadors in foreign countries endeavour £• 
imitale their jprince in all manner of magnificent triumphs, 
and particularly fcoirt HdUarid we have the following ac- 
count : 'That on* a certain : day Of this moon 1 of January, 
Don Stephana de fiamara,' the Spahifti ambaffadoir at 
the;TSagtie, caufedTe Deuni to be fung with" excellent 
vòlàs arid irlufiè^whiHl mty pieces of ordnance played 
continually ; at night àn "hundred" and fifty pitch' barrel* 
were lighted on feveral Tcàffolds in the {Erects, and all the 
windows in tnè tìàgiie were illuminated with wàxtàpersj 
àncJ tlieTe words were feen flaming in, an artificial fire- 
work fèr two hours 'together 2 

ParVc, at Magne FhUJppc, 
: '"" r " 4 Ì*ióìpéré', pròODè," et regna. 

I need l not explain this infeription to thee, who 'art 
verfed in the Rèiitari language, awf wilt find that all the 
•fait of thefe words lies in the capital letters pointing at 
the year wherein this young prince was born, viz. 
MDCLVIL except a Kttle pun ; tipoii his name, which 
is Philip Profper. On each fide appeared. the arms óf 
^he Spanfih king, and underneath the Golden Fleece, fo 
artificially contrived, that from it . fprung fountains of 
Olivers kinds of wine, at whicjb the multitude drank li«? 
icrally'for forni hours, whilft many new coined pieces of 
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gold and filver were fcattered among them out of the 
ambaffador's windows. They were ftamped with an olive 
tree, having, this motto on one fide : 

Crcfcente hac, Pax aurea crefcet. 

And on the other .fide, a hand, with this inferiptioa in a 

label : 

Dabit Populis Pacem. 

The French ridicule this latter motto, and fay the King 
of Spain will ere long deferve the title of peacemaker, 
when he mall be forced to fue for it, not being in a con- 
dition to carry on a war. 

IUuftrious officer, I know thou art well verfed in the 
Roman hiftories, having been educated under Achmet 
Lala, who was a learned man ; and it is probable thou 
art no ftranger to the more modern relations of Europe, 
and the divers characters of the people that inhabit it ; 
yet give me leave to tell thee, that Rome, in all its vic- 
torious bravery, never faw firmer foldiers in a battle than 
the Spaniards are at this day ; but the French have finer 
wits, more money, and better fortune, and it is this 
makes them infult ; befides, deftiny over-rules all things. 
Every kingdom and empire has its climac*ters, wherein it 
droops, declines, and at the grand critical period falls to 
ruin. 

The Greeks had money enough when the great fultan 
Mahomet befieged Conftantinople, but they had not wit 
to ufe it for their own preservation ; and fo that city, 
the laft confiderable ftake of the empire, was loft to the 
- Ottomans, who foon after became mailers of all the 
reft. 

Thou haft wealth ih abundance, and difcretion to ma- 
. n&ge it : Slip no opportunities, but remember the old 
• Arabian proverb, which fays, " QgA has giyen «rhoie 
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days to the fortunate, but to the unhappy he affords only 
fome hours." 
Paris, 17 th of the 1 ft Moon, of the Year 16,58. 



IV. — To Pesteli Hali, his Brother, Mqfierofthe 
Grand Seignior 9 s Cuftoms at Conftantinopk* 

1 remember my promife, though it be late. Thou 
knoweft I have many hindrances, and therefore wilt not 
tax me with feigning an excufe. However, thy letter 
came to me in a good hour, to put me in mind of thefe 
things, and to inquire of our mother's health, who dill 
refides in this city. 

I have faid nothing of .her lìnee my firfl letter after her 
arrival at Paris : And to tell thee the truth, fhe has faid 
little herfelf, being ignorant of the French tongue, and' 
too old to learn it ; therefore her chief converfation has 
been with Eliachim and me above thefe three years, for 
that Jew fpeaks indifferent good Turkifhand Arabic. 

If thou wouldeflknow how fhe has fpent her time, it 
is divided between her devotions and her needle : She 
lives more reclufe than a Chriftian nun, feldom or never 
flaring abroad, unlefs to take the air of the fields, and 
then fhut up in a coach with her maid : In a word, her 
manner of living is a fit example for the French women, 
for in all things fhe obferves the law of her education, 
and the modeft cuftoms of the Eafl. 

No argument can perfuade her to change her Grecian 
garb, .or drefs herfelf after the loofe mode of weftern fe- 
males ; neither will fhe eat or drink any where, but in 
the houfe- of Eliachim, for fear of infringing the precepts 
of th* AJqoran» and .difobeying the meffenger of God 5 
for fhe efleems the diet of the Jews pure, and free from 
2 
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pollution. In her pious and motherly zeal» fì*e rebukes 
me far eating and drinking with infidels ; and i hose go* 
thing to6y»«y defence, but the néceflìty I lie wider 
•f preventing fufpicion, that fo I may fero the fults* 
with greater fuccei* and that I have die mufti's difpen» 
fation for this, and many more irjpcg qUrft icB. When flit 
bears this» (he lifts up her eyes to Heaven, lay* her hand 
upon her hreaft, and appears reugned $ yet (hakes her 
head, and feems to pity my cafe ; not without fonte re* 
fle&ions on the corruption of the times, the impiety of 
the feragbo, and want of zeal for the holy prophet. 

She has her health to a miracle ; and, excepting the 
firft two moons after ihe came to Paris, I never heard 
her complain of the kaft indifpofition. It is poffiblc the 
change of air, with the inconveniences of travelling fo 
far by fea and land» might incommode her at firft. She 
was for a while troubled with rheums» obftru&ionsj and 
a dyfenteryj J>ut fee foon overcame thefe diftenipeis, and 
has ever fince been perfe&ly well. .. v , 

We often difcourfe together *f thee and thy travels 
i$ the Eaft; fometimes I read part of thy journal to her» 
which affords her infinite delight. She congratulates her*- 
felf, and thy good fortune in efcaping fo many, perils .and 
deaths, as every where threaten a ftraag<?r ; and takes a 
particular delight to hear thy adventures with : tf>e India» 
Udy, at the,. court of Raja Hukciv Thou maytft.be at» 
fored our mother bears a lingular affe&ion to thcey for 
we, never meejt without wifhing thc$ m our company* 
&* rejoices mightily to hear of thy profperity «od ad- 
vancement in the favour of the Grand Seignior jand hi» 
principal mimfters, wifhing thee every day a new ftcp of 
honour and intereft : Thou mayeft alfo reft farisfied thai 
Hahmut comes mtt fluort of the afieAio» he owe» toiudk 
a brother. 



" Àt other timéft we talk of 4 otrr coufin ffou£ who i# 
Aowfa thè frozen regions* 1 òftfcc North. 'If is ifirierarf 
memoirs are alfo very pleafant; and we paft fome ftourl 
ih reading arid comparing them with the cfifpàtches which" 
I- frequently receive *from hflehemet, tn exiled eunuch ià 
Egypt ; for Msjuf is «ore fcwge ia Ms defttfptioii òfìhat 
Country, and hk remarks on kt antiquities, than any 
other part of Africa : Yet he fays enough of afl that 
routhern quarter. 

'As to what I promtfed to inform thee concerning the 
pyramids, mummies, and other ftngularitfes of Egypt» 
know that òar kinfman Ifouf is a great critic, and gives 
the He to Herodotds, Diodorac, Strabo, Pfiny, and other 
writers of Greece and Rome ; neither w3t he confent in 
sffl things to our Arabian hiftories. 

He fays the pyramids are neither lb high, nor doet 
their bafis take up fo much ground, at is repotted by the 
ancients ; he hughe it thofc who aSrm they caft ne 
fhadows at noon, having experienced the contrary when 
the fan was in Capricorn* : And we may. believe htm m 
this, on good grounds f for it is recorded of Thaìes Mfc 
lefras, who : hVed about two thdufand years ago, that he 
«jfctfk the» heigfct of theft* pyramids by their fliadows. 

* There are three of thefe admirable ftructart» not far 
ftemCairo^rtd atout eighteen more in the deferta of 
IiybilV It is generaty fuppofed that they were btsk for 
ftyukfercftef the Egyptian kings, feme of them before 
the JeoaV the reft after. There are nor wasting Koto* 
ffety'*** «ffet the greateft'of the pyrattMt to be the 
tomb of 8eth, the fon of Adam; 

• Koof ^tewkmVtWs mighty fabric, tnd atteftsthat 
«fter h***** hlr* company had defcedded and aicended 
4lHWUj£i*«*rtai* j^BernV'they cam- at lift to a fqoare 
chamber, waHed about with pore Thebaic marble» tn the 

Vol.V. k * 
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middle of wfifch was a cheft of the fame 'ft one, which, 
when ftruck with the foot, founded like a tmifìcal infcra- 
ment. * It is believed that in this cheft was laid the "body 
bf the king who built that pyramid. • - >x 

The ancient Egyptians were of opinion, that even af- 
ter that which we ctSI death, or the feparatioh of the 
foul and body, there were certain arts to retain them to- 
«gethef, if not in fo ftrici: and intimate' an union' as bc : 
fore, yet in" a very familiar corre (ponderi ce for many 
«ages ; fo that the foul mould always take delight to hover 
about the body, arid t» exerdfe Ufi faculties io the place 
Where that was repoféd. •-.»,:*••. 

For this reafori, in the firft place, they took out the 
bowels, and whatfoever was moil liable to corruption ; 
'and, having warned the empty belly with wftie of palms, 

^mhced with aromatic powders, they fluffed it with myrrh, 
calila, and many éoftly confections, and then fewed it. 
up ; after this, they purified the whole body with nitre, 
and having drawn out' the- brains- by the noftrtk with* 
hook, they filled up the' fkuti With mefred giuna; aba* 
lai! of jfll, they fwathed up the 'whole body in filk, 
fmearfng it over with rich mixture of bitumen, fpic*4 
and gums, arid lb delivered, k to the kindred to he laid 

* up m the fepulcbrev *' \;i ,- •» » 

*-. Théfé wfcfe the preparations they made tor court; the 
.prefence of th<* fouly by rendetiiig thè body for ever 
fweet and incorruptible \ and that the nwjefty of royal 
ghofts might never be interrupted or violate^ by the 
'^aghbourhood of : valgar fpkits, or the ruéer approach 
of Mortals, kings built thefe magniifeeat piles, as 4he 

"palaces of their iaft repofè. It is therefore they were 

1 ereded m defafts and unfrequented places, ' and ia fuchU 
form as was efteemed the moft durable and (ecuee frotn 
the injuries of time, the aikaks of the dementa Bài 
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from the common fate of all human enterprises ; each 
ftone of a prodigious bulk» and riveted to the next with 
a bar of iron, which, with the ftrcngth and invincible 
faflncfs of the cement, renders it a thing impoffible for 
any one of thefe pyramids, to be demolilhed, though all 
.mankind were, fct to work for many fucceffive genera- 
tions. 

Al Mamun the caliph of Babylon attempted to do it» 
hut in vaia-; for after he had fet his men to work, and 
been at raft «xpences, they made fcut one finali breach, 
fa inconfiderabk, that being made fenfibk it would ex- 
haufl his trcafures to remove but the hundredth part of 
the pyramid» he defifted, full of wonder at the wifdom 
of the founders. 

If it be true that the foul may, by fuch allurements 
as thefe* he prevailed on to remain with the body in its 
fepulchre, and that a man's future happinefa confifts in 
this, I (bould myfelf admire and imitate thofc Egyptian 
fages ; L would in my lifetime btuld me a fmall maufo- 
kum, -according to my ability, and order, in my laft 
will and teftament, that my body be embalmed and con- 
dited for a perpetual duration: But if none of. thefe 
arts, can alter the decrees of de&iny, or force an immor- 
tal fpirit from ranging where it pleafes, I mull, conclude 
with Pliny, that this celebrated wifdom of the Egyp- 
tians was, no other than glorious folly, and all the mag- 
nificence of their kings, in building fuch coftly fepul- 
chrea, bub royal wafte. 

They themfelves, in thus caotioufly providing to fc- 

- cure the foul's abode with the body after death, tacitly 

- owned, that by the courfe of nature it would immediate- 
. ly pais iato fame other ; nay, the trapfmigration of fouls 
.Was an eftabUflied dodrine in Egypt. How then could 

they be fo Wind as to anagine a 4ead carcafc, however 

c % 
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perfumed and fenced againft corruption, was more invit- 
ing than an embryo formed to live ? or that ft was more 
eligible for the foul to be imprifoned in a dark dungeon,. 
(for no better are the infide* of the pyramids) -than to 
enjoy the Hght of the fan, moon, and ftars, and the «a« 
rimis fwects of the elements ? Brother» in my opfaian, j& 
were better to be a bird, a worm, a fly, or any living 
thing, than to be thus immured for many aged, aftd have 
no other companion but an old faked mummy. 
1 Ifonf has made fome remarks on the river Nile, to 
which, he fays, Egypt owes not only its corn and fruits, 
but aho the very foil which brings diem forth ; for every 
year, at the time of the inundation, that rive/ brings a- 
long with it from Ethiopia, or fome other regions through 
wJndi u pafies, abundance of dime and mud, with vfikh 
it covers aH the land of Egypt, leaving it behind al the 
decreafe of the waters : fo that the foil of Egypt is feor- 
roweifcom orfec* countries: And- if this be true, for 
aught wc, know* thè place of its . filiation maybe bor- 
rowed from the fea, according to the opinion of fon>e. 
ancient philofophers. 

Herodotus, Pliny, and others, were of this peffuafion, 
^rt>tmding r *tferfr"CunJi!Au! eson the nearer 1 approaehetof 
the continent to the ifland Pharos, from tile time of Ho. 
mcr, who exa&ly calculated its diftance ;' and they con- 
cluded, that the immenfe quantities of flirne which tlje 
Nik traftfports from the mountainous regions, of Africa, 
fttight, in the fpace of two myriads of years, hare filled; 
tip all that part of the fea, which is now firm land» and. 
called Egypt. , » 

1$ this be true, it feems to be very ftrangc that the 
Egyptians {hou)d boaft of. greater antiquity than any 
ether nation in the world, though their country itfclf be 
*he yojft&gtft of all the region» do earth, an abortive fpot 
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of ground, hatched by a river in the depths of the fea# 
and ever finee cheri(hed by that river, as by a parent or 
nurfe, which ceafe* not to convey .to it yearly .a, convex ' 
nieat proportion of aliment* whereby the country itfdf 
grows in bulk» and the inhabitants are maintained. O 
admirable providence of nature, who can penetrate into 
thy myfterious cpndud ? O Egypt» abounding- in prodi? 
gies and wdndtrs ! where the land and water» with the o* 
ther elements» confpire to render thee all over miraculous- 
Dear Pefteli, I am trahfportcd when I think of that 
region» and could rekte a thoufand more paffage* both 
out of IfouPs memoirs» and from the mouth of others 
who have travelled thither to obferve fo many miracles » 
but I believe thy patience will be fufficiently tired with 
the igfyrth of thi* Wttt r j befidet, my mother is juft come 
lo vint me, and defires me to rccommena her unfeigned 
afe&ions to thee. 

' Be iflured alfe» that Mahmut loves thee with the inte* 
grity of * man» and the tendernefs of a brother \ and h* 
fervts thee in all things without repining. 

Paris, tfk stthe tit M*dn, ef the Year 1658. 



V.— Te the Kaimacham. 

ahi Venetians are very angry for the lofs of Tenedos» 
and rtot without reafon» for that ifland is a delicate fpot 
éf ground» abounding in rich wines, and other produci! 
of nature ; befides it commands t^e avenue of the rafo* 
ing city, the refuge of mortals. 

They varioufly relate the manner of its being taken 
fftrm them, by the arms which no earthly power is abfe 
to-refift; endeavouring, in all their rumours, to difguifa 
$*. truth as much as they can, And rnSfrepisfen-t. the 
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bravery of the Ottomans, that fo the aftions of their 
own generals may make the greater figure. 

Thefe Nazarenes have a bad caufej and therefore are' 
compelled to make ufe of fhifts and equivocations to fiip- 
port it : They are quite degenerated from the integrity 
of the primitive followers of Jefus. In a word, they 
make good the character of the ancient Candiots, of 
whom a certain poet fays, " l*héyare thorough-paced 
tiara, ravenous beafts, and gluttonous drones.*' 
. It is believed in thefe parts, that when the Venetians 
quitted the ifland, they departed not without revenge, 
letting fire to a mine, and blowing up feveral hundreds 
of Mahometans into the air. 

However, they have for ever proscribed and excom- 
municated Girolamo Loredan," and Ciovanoi Cc«t*rintf 
p whofe cuftody the chief fortreffes of the ifland werej 
accufing them of cowardice and treachery ; "offering alio 
two thoufand fcquins to any that feizes on them within 
the dominions of Venice, and three thoufand to him that 
kills them in another country. 

À I know it is in the power of the all-commanding 
.Porte, to protesi thefe exiles if they are within the terri- 
tories of our fovereign, much more if they melfer tnem- 
tfeiyes in that fan$uary ; of the diftrefTed : But thou and 
jbe otjier fupreme miniflers are beft able to judge whe- 
iher thefe, inEdels merit fo great a favour. 

Perhaps their cafe may be like tnat of Nadan% gover- 
nor of Buda, when Solyman the Sfagnificent befieged* 
that city ; for Nadaft was a man of invincible courage 
.and fidelity, but was betrayed by the foldiers, who bound 
bina in chains, and delivered up the city and caftleto the 
yi&orious fultan. That brave hero^ undcrftanding their 
treachery, and the refolution of Nadaft, fet him at-libeV- 
ty, and presented him 'with noble gifts; but commanded 
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«he perfidious garrifon to be cut in pieces, a due reward; 
of their trtafon : For though princes ofjen make ufe of 
traitors to ferve their own defigns, yet when the work 
h 4<>ne, they commonly purfuc the hated inftruments 
T^rith the effects of a juft contempt, and indignation. 

Plutarch the Greek hi (lor fan abound* with iiiftances ot 
this nature, fo does Herodian and other Roman authors* 
but no example of punifhnient in this kind feems fo pro- 
portionate, regular, and ingenious, as that which Bren- 
mis King of the Gauls caufed to be infli&ed on a virgin 
of Ephefus, who, when he befieged that city, promifed 
to deliver it into his hands, on condition that his foldiers 
would beftow on her all their ornaments of gold which 
they had plundered in the wars of Afia, and wore aboui 
them as trophies ; for when me had performed her con* 
traci, the wife general» to do his part, caufed this virgin 
to fit down ón thè ground, and then every fòldief in hii 
army calling his plate kto her lap, (he was oppftfled 
-with the infupportable weight, and buried alive in a hrit£. 
of gold. '.:.>. ,,j, 

I do not mention this as if the like were due to the. 
Venetian captains ; I refer the judgment of fttch thing» 
to my fuperiors, mmifters of the bleffed fan&uary of man* 
kind. * • -; 

ìt is poffible the vifiers of the bench thought me dead 
or turned renegado, becaufe they have not received any 
news from me thefe five moons : But I tell thee, neither 
men nor devils can corrupt the faith of Mahnrat ; but, 
by' the God of my vows, there is is not a more truHy 
jinan in the univerfe. 

All the reafon of my filence was the height of the wa- 
ters, which feemed to threaten the earth Avith a fecond 
deluge. Germany was a feà, and Flanders a lake for a- 
bove three moons together, fo that it was impoffiblé for 
4 " * ' *4 
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ike ppft to travel» There were feeivalfo ftrange.fpe&res 
of fire in the airs and {he people of Brabant were alarm- 
ed with uncouth neifes in the elements. . , 

Perhaps, illuftrious Kaimacham, theje are,the bui pre- 
parations to the grand cholic of nature, when wind, wa- 
ter, and fire, (hall ftrive to turn this world into its old 
chaos. ....... 

Earw, jd of cbt 6th Moon, of tec Year À?f- 



VL~rTt> SotYMAtf* bu>Coi$H> cH Conflat&impl*. , < 

Axon e melancholy ft ill J Wilt thou have no companion 
on thy exiled uncle, but harangue him to death with thy 
religious jargon Ì JBclieve me, thy letters of thai kin4 are 
asirkfometo me as the continual din and babbling of 
boys is to a poor weary pedagogue. I fórbi4 thee not to 
write to mei and that as often as thou, wilt,; it is a,cpm- 
lort in my taiuihmcnt to l>ear from thofe of my bloody 
but let me beg of thee to alter both thy theme and ftyle: 
leave ipirkual thing» to the mollata and imaums, and let 
thy thpughls £e taken up . in things belonging to thy 
Ua.de : In that be as inquisitive as thou canft ; bend thy 
mind whplty to make new difcoveries and improvements 
in that* and it will turn to thy advantage. At thy lioars 
of le2iire I connfel thee to read hiftories, and fometimes 
go into company ; tfyere is much to be gained J>y con ^ 
verfing with men of fenfe :' $uch will, ferve as mirrors, - 
wherein thou mayft behold .humanity in its proper figure» 
and the deformity of that vizard, with whicb error aod^ 
fuperflition jdhguife our nature ; they will corre& thy 
miftakes, without putting thee to a bliim ; wit and rea- 
fon ihall flow from their* tongues, as loft harmonies^ 
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breathe from the pipe* of an organ,, which cheer the fp# 
rits, and ferene the heart thai wa.t cloudeii with fadnefii Vf 

The imperial city is fall of fuch, both natives an^ 
flrangers ; cull them out from the mixed multitude, and 
make them thy companions, without regarding the dif^ 
Ference of religion, whether they be M uffulmana, Franks^ 
Armenians, Jews, or others. Above all things' ftiun thè 
fociety of bigots, and number not thyfclf among thof? 
Who are opinionated becaufe they profefs the true faith; 
for what fignifies that if their lives be yieww ? I./t$ 
thee they are worfe than the infidels. Give no heed tf 
fortune«tdftcré, and 6*cb as pretend to ftfbofogy ; for 
whUfl they boaft of knowing, other men's fates, they ton| 
ignorant of their own : And if there be any truth in 
that fcience, one may fay their ignorance in it affronts 
the ftars, and often provokes them tó haftcn their own 
ruin. Allure thyfjelf they only amufe the world witt 
portentous flories to get fame and money. ' ' 

AUbciate thyfelf with none but prudent and moderate^ 
men, whole morals are not leavened with a too furiouf; 
fceal ; who look not fupercilioufly and withfdifdain on a, 
Frank as he walk* along the ftreets, much lefs offer him* 
any indignity when he goes about his honeft. bufinefs, un» 
der the protection of the Grand Seignior. 1% becoméf 
none but janizaries and ruffians to be guilty of thefe inV 
civilities to grangers. TJie law of nations, and the parV 
ticular commands of our holy prophet, oblige us to tceat 
fuch with all humanity and tendernefc ; betides, it * is rev 
ffe&ing on the juftice and hospitality of the magnificent. 
Porte, which ia the refuge and ìancìuary of all the earthy 
that a Granger cannot walk the ftreets in peace. De- 
fpife no man on *hé (core of his religion, for there ax$. 
ao factions in paradise; but confider, that whilfl thou* 
fend* of mufliijmans ihaD go to hell for their ,wickeà 
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Mm, fo an equal number of t&ofe we call infolds may be 
tweived fcto the maofioos of the bleflfed for their vip 



s 'Thou feemeft to be much concerned for.Uiy foul; tfcj 

letter abounds with overmuch care in this point. In be» 

fog too foficitous, it is eyident thy kith is froall ; every 

line is tiaciured with fad expreffiorw about, the perils, 

fftares, ambsJhe*; Hooks, gins, and I , know net what 

wther device* -the derf] bos tè rum thy poor foul, as thou 

càlleft it. 'Gouiuii dolt thou know what the foul », a* 

Ik>u€ Whiefetfcmiteepeft foch apodder > If thou tteft» it 

^"m^e tfta» I èo ;•■ and yefc€ have/ been feà*©hing **4 

|fryinfg r iiitO»*k above thefe thirty years; 1 mean^lroBj 

the *tifo'*hait-'I-flril begaorto think arid confiderò/ 

tnmgsiv'lbQt am a» far to' feek^ as ever I was- . Neither 

could all the wife men of old, the philofophera and fegsa» 

for *alighit"l peroeivei- «agree in .their. verdict about. thift 

'layeerforts thing which We call the fouL > »- -»*..-* : .) A 

> ' One'wiH hàve'it «o be o*ly the ffoeft part of : < matter 

Wtfeé'tx*$y; another fey» it is the »V which the lung* 

iucfc i*nl and"' diffide' through all. our màmbei* p a tbiwl 

k fort affirm k to fee* a mixture of ou> and; fire ; a fourth of 

-eaTthaftd water j aMh calk it oa complexion madfc up ( 

of the four» element*, a kindof tjainteffence^ and X know 

libtwhat. - The E^ypiiatfS' called tt* a certain moriag 

*-tìuBibei* ; and the Chaldeans, a power without fbrm.it- 

fe!f, j yet imbibing aH - fdrtn* ; « Attftode called it «hrp*- 

<fe€tìob'of a : nàttiraKbédy- . Aft*hefe< agreed'that'tewae 

SfcorpoVea^'and, àtf'it w4re, iietralftttd ^rora taatter*: The 

<ehV$efim\ion k krhbrifr dbém 1 it wot Worth an *fjper. » 

■ ~ Birt diète were- riiett of * ftiblime fpeculation*, who. afc 

firm the foul to be a divine fubftance, independent of the 

\kfèjM<M iM* opinfor- were SCoroaftcr, « H^nnc^Trif^ 

^^IHi^'drpheus, Pythag<^a$, PJuta^^.P^byry^aai 



Ptafoi The la* defined the r foci JtoJjeia^tf-flatoting^ct 
fetace> endowed* with iindedi»ndi*g> ButJwhtoyitbtjF 
have faid all, I prefer the modefty of Cicero, Seneca, «A 
*&eri r wrw acknowledged thfey>iire*d akdgetfa* ignofant 
whaft f thefonl;i&''5 <•! *» y tl >•.. :>/o r»;i,v <ìL-u„hu. m «•*! 
' There wàs ntt-léfs difngreoraent anjong J&ei philofar 
pherfc about the feat of Ù» foul.: Hippioeratefi Vnd Hi* 
roghila» placed it In the ventricles* >o£ t)te tarata; DeroeH 
critns affigfied it the : whole body ; Strabtf y*m of opinici 
it re£<fc» bctwten the brows V Epicure in Uhe.biwaft* 
the r Stoics .lodged it £n< the Juuèrty and;Ewf*e4^*,i»..t)fcr 
Wood -J which Jafbieeu» toife tfc* me& eiwem ppwqn- 
of the Eaft to this day ; m regard >fcoth Mojito the la«5- 
giver of the Jews, and Mahomet ©wr bojy prophet, af 
fcrtfed the fame, and fon «that reafon fwbi4 flc4h tobje 
e^te*» with the blood. 

* But be it ufcat it -mil, either corporeal or lipcorporf al, 
a fubftance, or an accident ; whether il dwell ia theheaji 
«a* *tr*Hfe feet, within or without the body, ubere .i* no 
certainty in thefe things», neither can we be affwtfd whajt 
*will become of it . after death. Therefore, it is in ,vajn 
to tfifqwet thyftlf io foarcb of a myftery &ha* k bid from 
portals ; and equally foobfh it w31Jbe to frighten, thy#4f 
with an imagination «f {hooks» gins, and fucji ike c&flfé* 
«is, which thou fttppofeft th* devil, is bufy with to f ja- 
trap thyibuL - It is a wonder tfeou art ;not afraid L to 
ieep> left he fhould catch thee ; napping», and ileal .thy 
-foul from thee, x I would fain know what, fprt of. tools 
hemuil ufc. to, take hold of a fubftance inoie thin and 
imperceptible than a Shadow, or how he will be. able (p 
feize anjd,ru» away with a being acltive and free aa 
thought* K . .,fr 

. Counts ferve. God, after the manner of thy forefathers* 
fare thyr^iend^ ^wdon tJbgr enemies* be juft ta all mkfh 

16 
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«a 4o ri» inpryl» any fceafc : If than *Wervd* thfa 
lade, chow «sayft <ktfy the devil, for thy fed i» in fcfc 
cuAody. > <5od hv nearer to thee than thou art to*hyfctf 5 
kc is te the tent* «of wry tkfegi and it himfey the 
éeAtt« of all thing* ; In a woVd, he ia all in all. 
' : 'Pw^3^dftlw6tfc^òoB,cyf < tIicVrarx*5S/ » * 

! ""i hi iiii jI mu i ijjfyw i Mw tji v.' i )., f 1 „ ■ { l as 



' ; ' VII. — 5^ Afis, Bqfa. " ' : ' ' 

JNtfir<fc«"lfcirite8 are changed tn Europe'; enemies are 
Itec^niéfrieuds, and thofe who rirofeffed a nrotual friend- 
ship are at ope» defiance. Conftancy is a vice to poli- 
tics, and a dexterous way of 5 {hifting* from fcne engage- 
ment' to another ; for tntereft is efteemed * the only Hate 
virtue. 

* I have already 3 intimated to $he- divan the war which 
broke tnjtfeft year between the Swedes and Danes : Jltoe 
latter began It by folemU proclamation, fending a bendd 
at arate to the Swedifh court, and difpatehiog atftbana- 
~€òr9fò all'hit allies in Chriftendom, tp give them an ac* 
count of hnv proceedings. Now I mail entertain thee 
with a ihort idea of this War, by which thoir wilt com* 
•prenend, iftat' the Danes are either m*di degenerated 
tfronrtne valour- of their aitceftors; who formerly made 
the mod terrible figure of all the nations in the North; 
: br elfe thet are *lefc obliged to fortune, who fas noi fa- 
voured *hem with fò many fucceffe* and triumphs of brte, 
biff father* 'expoftd them tó the iftfuks of their enemies, 
and theCorttempt of aU men. " * ^ 

When the King of Denmark iirft proclaimed tills war, 
Jte had a fair advantage utf the Swedes^ who at that time 
v*ere fprely entangled between the Poknders, Germans, 
*nd Muftovites, and had more need of helps than Hift» 
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drance*; yet King Gailana, turning^ypatt «frhià> Saw 
ce* intoLHolAeio # Schonelatìd, and j&tlftnd^ha/Ulok4flK 
pait afte* another* tiiikhe tad o?e&mn thefc^ovfoocain 
tke Ipace òf fix moons* aad-redticjid Ae-QaMfe t»JBl- 
ceflity of comf6{kioiH ani i^ftt.pn J^ic^fcraftfaMe 
terms, as rende» them. the ; fc^ra.pf $h«ir* n*jg£kp#mng 
nations. 

" On the 13th of the 3d moén,tkr*w<rkrags ha#wria- 
tenricw near Copenhagen, the capital cjty of Denmark ; 
for fo far had the fortune of the Swedifh arms carried their 
v&oriot* They<a* and àwwk t<>got^r-^i}al|kn^ )aid 
oonverfed privately -forae hours ; at la&,a |rm~peage 
wm concluded between theni» *ad jhey, -conceited t^e 
gfteafuves of a perfect friendship. ,;...; 

* But .before this the Dane h*4 been forced .to yield jxp 
Schoneland, with Elfimberg, which commands half the 
Baltic fica : Hefurrewkred aUf> the province* of Blakin 
and Holland* with a. ve*y ftrong ca&le^the. illand : of 
Bartholracy ten ihips of war, and obliged himfelf to gajr 
a jniUiott of dollars, afed to maintain foqr thpyfaiwj frorfe 
and foot m the King of Swe&laad'a^ ferace, aooVfpve 
free quarter to all the Sig/tsdtOx forces till this 5th moqa. 
Thefe are foch di/honouraWe articki, that jthe J^ng,^ 
Denmark has quite loft hunfelf *a th* cfteem qf a}} $• 
aMies: Tbey^callkim a po^w-ffarke4|mnce >v oot .worthy 
of fupport or affigancc, * ; t 

; In ais<or4 > ferefteba^ itishfce to fare with him a* 
w^th othe« unfortniiatemen^who when- they arc ©need- 
ing, every body witl help to throw them down. The»- 
fore conferve thy honour as the only bulwark of thy in- 
tereft.and lifc. • - --.. .. ,. < • ,,. /: ..... ^ J 
Parti, 3éof tbe6thMkMB,i0f *e Year ufe& > ,ì ^ ... .; -^ 
• ' ,n r - ' •; ••? ><-'V.i *-•-, s . ..,* >r> . 
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VIIL— To //k Mufti. * % 

Br the faith of a true believer, I fwetuMhe Chri&ians 1 
afe enemies to them&lves if they do not embrace the prò~* 
je& of a certain jefuit i They are no friends to their Mefc 
fta# if they reject fo regular an idea, fo reformed a model 
of the Nazarene empire, as this fage has lately propofed 
to the pope and the cardinals. 

He lay* his foundation very deep, and draws his ex- 
amples from the pra&ice of Peter, the prince of the firffc 
tweiv* ChrHUan caliphs, whom the Franks call thcapof- 
tfefr Of Jcfusy the fon of Mary : For, according tó their 
traditions, the Mcflias, before he afcended to Heaven^ 
left an exa£t pattern of the empire he defigned to efta- 
felfth on earth ; he divided this empire into twelve diftineY 
provinces, according to the number of his apoftles or vk 
cars, affigning- to each that quarter of the world where 
he was to j>refide, as Mofeshad formerly cantotiifefl the 
Holy region of Faleftine among the twelve tribe* that de- 
fended from Jacob. - 

* But the happy fon*' of Mary being a far greater p¥o- 
phet than Mofes, òr any that had gone before hra*, they 
fey he would not be contented with diminutive territo- 
ries or dominions difproportionatc to his ineffable defcent* 
and original; therefore he refdlved-on the cohqueft of 
the whole earth, commanding his vicegerent* to dtfperft 
themfelvcs through all nations» according to a certain me- 
thod, and proclaim hi» laws to every creature on tht 
gibbet 

Venerable prefident of the faSthfal, 1 relate- thefe 
things as I receive them from' the mouths and peti»- of 
learned Chriftians, who. may be prefumed to know- their 
own hiftory. Thou wilt perhaps expecV to 4iear. of ar*> 
mies immediately railed* of camps» battles, and fieges, of 
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devaftations by fire and, fword, ftorming of cities, and 
famifhing of the more impregnable fortrefles ; in a word, 
I believe thou iookeft for a relation of campaigns and 
victories, more glorious than the achievements off the 
Roman Caefacs, more fortunate th^Q the iucceflcs of 
Alexander the Great ; but J teli thee all- the regifter* 
and archives - of the primitive Chriftians cannot furm'ftfc 
us with any memoirs of this nature» • - 

Their gofpel mentions no warlike undertakings, not foi 
much as the drawing .of .the fword by the fon of Mary* 
or any of his followers, uulefe in a privato *ejtcounter* 
when Peter, the lieutenant of the Meffias> inflamejd with % 
paffion to fee his mailer betrayed by Judas, his kanyah* 
or tefterdar, and rudely afiauked by Malchus, a flave of 
thejewifh mufti, the valiant apoftie drew his fcimetarj 
and cut off the fellow's ear* i 

,- Believe me, myfterious. doctor of the muffulmans^X 
have -perufcd the fburbiftories of. the life pf Jefus, writ* 
tejiby.thor^ who werceye-wit^efles «of hi^adion&s aadf 
I find indeed that he once faid to them of hi* retinue* 
" I come not, to fend peace on earth, but a, fword:" 
Yet by^heiequel it is evident» that when h? e^aminecjl 
what weapons <h*s followers bad* and they told him f bu£ 
twafw*>rds*" he Deemed to be well fatisfiedV&yingv 'f It ift 
enough j" though a moment before) he bid him among, 
them that had no fword fell his xojae and buy oue^, 
- > AvA. I «have fee* a* difpatch ft»», by Paul, puc /of tf#t 
primitive Ch*i&an caliphs» tQ the Nazarene* at .JSphcfuft, 
wherein he counfels them to put on complete armour» ju 
Wmet^Wea/tplatt^Oi^,^^, fwc^^d>jtHe,re{^ 
r Besides tbd[« t paffages, or fucU^like, there ^ np milita^ 
jydifcourib Uufoughoufc $e book ,p£ t^grfpe^muc^ 
Ub any relation of baule^, iiege% c* qpy martial e^ 
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ploxts ; and the Chrilian mollahs, or doctors, interpret 
that letter of Paul' 9 in a myftical fenfe. 

Wilt thou know then bow the Meffias and his apos- 
tles fubducd the world ? I will tell thee it was by exeml 
plary virtue and good works, by miracles, and evident , 
demonftrations of a fupernatural power afMing them; 
for they fpake all languages, yet were moft of them illite- 
rate perfons ; they cured the deaf, the blind, the lame, 
and the paralytic, without the methods of f urger y or phyfiq 
they caft out devils, raifed the dead, and, finally, perform- 
ed fuch and fo many ftupendous actions, that the world 
became captivated to their doctrines and laws, and wil- 
lingly fubmitted to a yoke which feemed to come from 
Heaven. With divine eloquence, and the dint of irre- " 
fiftible reafbn, Peter, the prince of the Chriftian caliphs, 
fubdued the minds of his aftonUhed auditory one day io 
Jerufalem, fo that before the fun went down, he gained 
five thoufand profelytes. The fame of t^elìe things was 
foon fpread through the adjacent countries, and divers* 
remote provinces, and the number of the converts was ! 
proportionably increafed. In a. word, aH that embraced 
the faith of Jefus furrendered both themfelves and their 
cftates to be entirely difpofed of at the pleafure of the ' 
apoftles; fo great and unreferved an attach Ixad they for 
the vicars of their God. " , 

Now the fbrenamed jefuit confidering thefc things^ 
and comparing the Hate of thofc devout time6 with the" 
iifcertinifm, divifions, wars, and general contempt of the 
priedhood among the Chriftian s of fticceeding times, and 
efpecjally in this prefènt age, attributes the {burce of aff 
thefe evils to the ill conduce of the apoftles themfelves, 
and their fucceftbrs in the primitive times, who did not 
efficiently improve the advantages they were poflèfled 
of, what the pious multitude would willingly have made* 
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them lord» of all things ; for, fays he, by the fame me- 
thods and reafons might they have claimed the dominion 
over the eftates of kings and emperors themfelves, as 
over the goods and lands of the meaneft profelyte, fince 
they were all equally fon* of the church, and fubjedt to 
the discipline and laws of Jefus. 

This ecclefiaftic politician therefore mightily blames 
Pope Sylvefter, who fat in the chair of Peter, when Con- 
ftantine the Great became a Chriftian, being the firft of 
the Roman emperors who embraced that faith. He ac- 
cufes him, I fay, of weaknefs and a mean fpirit, for ac- 
cepting of that donation, which to this day is called the ; 
patrimony of the church* and comprehends all the tem- 
poral eftatea the Roman pontiffs can boaft of j whereas 
he ought to have claimed an entire rcfignatioil of thf 
whole Roman empire into his hands, as fupreme vicar of. 
God on earth. This would hare been a pattern, lays. 
he; to all the kings and princes of the earth who thought . 
fit to turn Chriilians ; and fo the dominions of the world 
had all fallen to the fliare of the priefts. 

Neither could it appear difficult, in his opinion, to» 
have reduced the greateu; monarch* to fuch a forgetful- 
nefs fend contempt of their royal birth, and all the potent 
charms of a crown, fince the lame rhetoric which per- 
fiuaded them to be followers of the Meffias, would have 
alfo convinced them of the vanity of all earthly enjoy* 
meats, and of the obligation they had to be mortified, 
a&d to purfue their claims to diadems o£ a more *x*ktà. 
degree, the ineffable regalia of paradife. 

But fince things are thus in their prefent date, and the * 
Chriflian princes retain their fovereignty, without any o- 
tber dependence on the pope, laving in matters purely rcti- 
gious, this jefuit propofes, that the Roman pontiffs would 
either firft reform their own lives and court to theheight 
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of that primitive and. apoftolical purity which fhines fo 
eminently in the earlieft governors of the church, and by 
that means perfuade all the monarchs in Chriftendom to 
become their fubje&s ; or elfe compel them 8p*force to 
take the order of priefthood, and fo tarn their crowns 
into mitres, their kingdoms into ecclefiaftic common- 
Wealths, where all the public offices of ftate» feats of ju- 
dicature, and, in fine, the whole fyftera of the civil and 
political admniftration, fliould be managed by the pried» 
in a fubordinate dependence one of another, according as 
their federal characters required ; by which means all 
Chriftendora would foon be united into «ne ecclefiaftic ess-. 
pire, whereof the. pope fhould be. the fupreme head ifc 
temporals as well as fpirituals. 

;WhatIh**r rtlateé ta not orfy this miifs private 
project,: but the , univerfel aim of has whole t>rdci uwA 
thousands of other prieis and dervifes atecabltUingiiai 
aft the courts and countries of? Europe to iftifigitt» 
pofs» * * • • ; . * ; } , ; • :.:.:...• 

. Venerable Efad, if God ihouULfuffer their contrivance; 
to take effect it is to be feared our warrwithtl* Chrif* 
tfans would be as expedite and troubiefbme, if not more 
fetal to the muffahaan inteteft» : than when thefe infedeli 
formerly, laying afide tbrir private vfcuds, banded toges* 
ther to conquer the Holy I*and. 

* Par», ajth of the 7th Moon, of the Year x6ft. 



IX, — To Abdel Melec Muli Omar, Prcfidcnt of thi 

College of Sciences at Fe%'. 

JL received the packet of venerable itnpogt, containing 
farcfed counfeky and acceptable intelligence, replenished 
with noble memoirs, and ilfaftrious remarks, fagc. pj$r 
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Cepts, and refined improvements in phfiofophy and the 
noyfterious fciences of nature. - " : '*• •* 

With abundance of affe&ion and joy I read the char-" 
rafter of Mufu Abui Yahyan, and the encomium of his* 
wifdom and virtues. May a conftellation of fuch lights 
always adorn that renowned coHege, and from' thence 
difperfe theirlearnéd influence and rays, not only through 
Africa, but over ali the earth, that Fee may be number» 
ed among the cities whofe fame is fweet, that it maybe 
fanked with Jerutàlem the holy, Mafre the ancient, Me« 
dina Talnabi the ehaftc, and the ialutiferous Babylonv 
acquiring a peculiar title of honomy an attribute worth/ 
of refpe&, when men mall wry where call, it Fez, the 
mother of fciences. . , 

My forthis been yet; inquisite anè rdUcfrfot tinny 
fears, ind I think this is owing\ to my «apemty in Ft* 
termo* : foiy before that) whilft iihrcd at cafe ill the ie* 
raglio» baflcing under the warmer influence of royal tniU 
jefty, the facred prefence of the Grand Seignior, who? 
hHw theft», gi^s motion, heat, and ^ life to all thing», I 
afevtfF-Vigardcd books» or once applied my mra4 to faìèp 
a^y thing but how to acquit rayfelfin myfhttion, anè 
ftrewgtheu «y intereft at the ootet f efUemiag alb other* 
leaning ^4»rbairoU5 which conduced not to this end. ; v 

Foreign hiftories and languages were equally contempla 
ible to me : I .thought it ^enea^h a< muflulman courtier 
to giVe his tongue and mind the fatigue of any other dia*, 
left lifo" e Ihe fallati; AflSfeiey «id TurkfftF* or terrose 
his memory with the repprds of other nations defigned to 
be the (laves of true beHevers. 

As to the fpeculative fciences,"I was naturally defirous 
enough : of fctì&wledge ? but X .either had not leifurc, <w 
wanted' btfoki<and ether advantages of: ftudyf fo^that aft 
the^ knowledge I coold.then. boafl ofoco*£fte& only in 
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fcroe loofeJUHiom of logic and metaphyfjqs, which I had 
got by reading an* old Arabic jxiaiuifcript: And 1 thought 
my&lf .tuftoriao enough, after I had penned the annals 
of the Ottoman empire» and now and then caft an eye on" 
the Tttrkift tmnflfttionurf Herodotus and Plutarch. 

It if trae*, indeed» by conTèrfing ftcq^ently with the 
Grecia, J (boo learned their vulgar, dxaleà ; but this » 
far from .the polite language of the ancient Grecians ; 
ttd a page of the treafiuy taught me the rodimento' 
of Sclatmiiatt* which afterward» I learned more pttfccV 
lj P taping k would be ofiome ferace to me ear tsmror 
ot^er» * > ~ * < • 

.•AB tbefc ware very (Uptrfi^l acco»pliflitnettt8 # yet I 
thought my feif happy enough withont tamping any far- 
ther* Tha {fattoci «fid gmiici of * courtly life tooAr 
£0111 me tltt etfgt and guft withAfrbioh I have ffnee par- 
fiied «ore folid ftudkfi fcad looked into the wiidom of 
the atfeieots, . •-*■ •* ■•.'•'- f ».:~^'««.* *.*:• . ■ ;--" 

Joot when done miftfcrtìfeìe had changed the fctene of 
my life* and» tefteatd of the honourable poft I had in the ^ 
Gram^SeigniorVferriee, &u had rendered me A tnifer- 
able *fcjo& flav* in Sicily, I txgan to grow very ttoqgte* 
ftUuid peafoe ; the tofttinual^uò^y-aad'kbotirJnni 
èetmatt foo* mortifced my foH&ér f^ori^thé 1 weaned 1 ' 
raeirom ail 4|dpev>©f Worìóly hèwtyur j «id the «rnèt* 
ftripas I daSy received 6«m' that baibàroni : Infidel my' 
maftcr^ lb broke- my fpirki, that fortitude beeafcne fami- : 
liar ko mt, and ^«Jpafrfog to be happy la thi^weVltìY T 
woaiauiy ambitious to be wife» -*' 

I *g*ew wy^nt«ntplàti*c $ dnd hating te^efeintéd 
myfiif wtth^'honaftJcjBpeitfcer in the town -w*w*e we* 
bteo^who^hadi a gtwt«tanyJb*©k* in bi^-c^o^y, h%leat >: 
me faterai obofcc tneatife*, me I borrowed all thè hòurì I - 



Bòòk IV. ABFY'JKTMaTS. itf 

<*ould from deep to perafe them j$rith attention and proi 
fit. That carpenter pitied my Addition, and dia tnft 
many good offices of frfcndfWp, without other hopes of 
regard fave what he expe&ed from Gon£ By hi* meati* 
I contracted a familiarity with two or three learned me»; 
who fpared no pain* to ihihruéfc me in the Roma» and 
ancient Greek langua&e*, as alfo in the principles of phi- 
fpfophy. My matter often beat ine for this, attributing 
the neglect of his bufinefs to my bookifhriefs (as he ctife. 
ed it), and keeping the priefts company ? fcat all hi* fe- 
▼erity could not abate my ardent thirft after knowledge ; 
I ftill continued ftudying at certain feafons until the ha|*.- 
py hour of my redemption* aad then ISraqmcwteàMic 
academies ; ever fince which time I hare negk&ed no op** 
portunittes of. iroproying my reafon, yet find jnyfelf at:* 
tbjs day much in the dark*., These «ppw no carila*?': 
it} any fcieace but the mathematics ; all the reft- are *tV» 
tangled with a thoufand controverfies and riddles, which} 
has made me turn fceptic.in moil things) only X rctttin 
am invjpbble faith for the Alcoran, and the. book of pro** 
phetic^pdrines aod traditions j next to thefe I pay i- 
profound refpeft to the writings of Porphyry the philo;, 
fophei', wjy> feensa to approach, neareft to rcafbir of aft ^ 
the. anckrtt fages» Hjs true ;name was the- fame as thine 
(Mele^h), which thovt kntiWeil.in the Syriac figmfie*-. 
Kjngj whence his, tutor I^nginus, taking occafion . 
from the. ufuaj colour of royal robes, catìed him Porphy 
rios, wbjch in the* Greek fignrfies one clad ' in purple^ He . 
was born at Tyre, the metropolis x& the ancient Phcenv. 
cian»,* his pedigree was noble, rand hi» , education ^gene- 
rous : «Nature had atfo fpnaedbitt for a ifage, and fopw-i 
tune favoured kim with advantage* enough \ for, bende* J 
his firft tutor, whom I h^veahready. mentioned, wha wa* : 
die grcateft grammarian and orator of his time, Por- 



2$8 LETjr«8"MMtITX*N B T Vo& V* 

phyry went to Rome, where he gained the ftiendmip of 
Plotinu8, and that philofbpher aoeotnplimed him in die 
perfc&ion of all fcience % io that he had power over the 
demons, and expelled the geniti» Attn which infefted 
certain baths in Rome. In a word, his do&rines appfeu*- 
ed divine, and his aótions more than human ; yet hehim- 
felf, before hit death, published a reverie of his former 
writings, which is a fufficicnt argument that there is no 
liability in the thoughts of mortals. 

Therefore, <fince the wtfeft of men contradi& them- 
felves, and turn fceptics, tell me, O oracle of the age, 
^hy may not I ? « 

Paris, 13th of the 8th Moon, of the Year 1658. 



X. — To Murat, Baffa. 

A H£iu ha9 been fomething lately tran(a&ed between 
the French and the EnglinV which feems a myftery. No- 
body here underHands the meaning of it, but the very 
jjrivados of the cabinet ; yet every one guefTes it is 
a fetch of Mazarini's wit. That minifter has more me- 
anders in his brains than an old Turkiih gameftcr at chefs, 
who forefee* no lefs than nine unavoidable confequence* 
before he makes one, bold motion ; and to be fure the laft 
(hall be to his own advantage. In a word, Dunkirk, the 
ftrongeft and moft important fta-town o£ all the Weft, is 
furrendered by the Spaniards to the French, and by thefe» 
as an earned of frifndfhip, is put into the hands of the 
Engliflu 

The Httle politicians of the city are amazed at it, and 
the -greatest Machiavels of the court either cannot or will 
not inform them of the true fecret. 

You fhall lee two or three grave citizens .brooding 
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thought*, together over a box of polvift, and freezing 
out their fenttmenta wùhout refcrvc ; yet after, all their 
wife confult, they part a» great fools as they met, an^ 
only fatitfy themfehtes with nodding wifdora to . each q- 
ther at their laft cojnge* wherein, is comprcheaded the 
whole fyftem ,of the politics, . 

It was generally thought to be fome. extraordinary or 
yerture this court would make to the Englim t .when * 
little before the furrender of Dunkirk, the Duke of 
Crequi, firft gentleman of the bed-chamber, and Mon- 
fieur Mancini, the cardinal^ , nephew, were fent with a 
fplendid retinue of French nobles to England. Every 
body gueffed fome furprifing action would follow, and 
that it muft needs be a myftcry of grand importance 
which could not be traded to perfons of lefs note than 
the two chief favourites of the cardinal minifter ; and 
now it is come out, they know not whal to make of it ; 
neither ;can I poffibly learn as yet the true reafon of put- 
ttog the Englifh in -poneffion of fuch a town as this» 
which 'commands .all the northern fcas, and has coft fo 
/nuch fweat and blood to take from the Spaniards. I 
have fet Ofui*n : the dwarf to work, and laid traps to get 
the fecre* from federal other «ourtierar}. but I might as 
-well have attempted tp find out the body of M°fes, which 
Caufed a quarrel between Michael and the devil. Time 
perhaps will' difcover the fecret $ . and I dare at prefent 
.conclude, that, the Englifh are theoaly nation in Europe 
whofe.friendihip the French think worth courting. 
-. The king has been very ill of a. fever, and in gijeatdan,- 
ger of his life, but is now recovered again, which occv 
fions abundance of real, joy among his friends and loyal 
fubjecls ; as for the reft, they know how. tor counterfeit, > 

I had almoft forgot to fell theft that the Spaniards, 
endeavouring , to relieve Dunkirk, weje . encountered by 
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the French and routed, about two thoufand of their men 
being killed, and as many taken prifonen* 

Sage bafTa, the fuccefles of this monarch are fo con- 
ftant, that they have given birth to a proverb ; for when 
they would encourage any man's hopes, or make a ftrong 
afievetation, they ufuaily fay, " As fore as the Great 
Lewis will get a town or two in Flanders this cam- 
paign." 7 

Marefchal Turenne is a brave general, and the French 
victories are in a great meafure owing to his conduci. 
He is very expeditious in his undertakings. There were 
but a few days between the (arrender of Dunkirk, and 
his taking of Bergen, Fumes, and Dixmude, three ftrong 
fortreflcs in Flanders ; and it ts thought it will not be 
long before he takes others. 

The French king is in a fair way to the empire of the 
Weft : But this will not be for the intereft of the Grand 
Seignior ; for then he will hate a new enemy of an old 
friend, and one more potent than he had before. Yet 
deftiny over-rules all things. 

Paris, 13th of the 8th Moon, of the Year 1658. 



XL— 7# Mohammio the Eremite of Mount Uriel in 
Aretina. ' 

1 have often troubled thee with important addreffes, 
O matchlefs morta! ! Permit me once more to unbofom 
my thoughts» as to my confeflbr, or rather 'as to an 0- 
racle. 

Surely this hour the ftars of my nativity fufFer a migfc* 
ty change ; I feetn to myfeif Hke one newly awaked out 
«f a deep fleep, or from the delufions of a long dream ; 
for fo methmks have my paft years gone away like a 
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night, jwhere» my labouring fpirit has encountered with 
nothing hut phaatafms, vi&oais, and darfetaefs. 

My infant days I eftecm the raoft happy, when my ig- 
norante of. vice hftd greater influence on mf anions, and 
preferred me more free from bleoitnS, than could afterwards 
att my acquired knowledge of the precepts and maxims of 
virtue ; for no fooner was I enjoying the ftudy of mora- 
lity, and taught to dHtihguifh between good and evil, but 
my curiofity prompted me to examine the nature of the 
latter more cJoCely than by bare fpeculation. I found 
myfelf more forcibly canàed away by a fecret pleafure, 
te make experiment of what was forbidden, than to 
pra&ife what was commanded ; fo prone is- mail to be 
jealous of his tutors, and to fufpeét thofe laws as impo. 
fitions which- put a reftraint on his native liberty. 

Beudes this, there, are certain genial inclinations in e- 
very mortal, which the youngeft, and he that is in his 
nonage, thinks he has as much right to gratify as the 
wifeft fenior ; nor can any reafon eafHy perfuade him to 
part with this privilege, but under the notion of being 
highly wronged, finee every man naturally places his in- 
tereft and happmefs in purfuing the motions of his own 

win. 

It is true I never was prone to any «eaofmous vfees, or 
fuch as for their Angularity -would make the moil harden- 
ed libertine blufh, did he praciife them to the knowledge 
of men. 

• I ever had an unconquerable abhorrence for thofe fpe- 
crfic aéb of lafcivioufnefs which ought not to be named, 
and whofe very idea makes the thought recoil; yet am 
naturally amorous, and Cannot but pay to beauty the fen T< 
thnents and paffions which are 'due from Platonic love. I 
admire fymmetry and elegance wherever I difcern them ; 
and can ftand gazing whole hours together on a flower, 

Vol.V. 
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8 tree, or a peacock : I am enamoured with die .brighi- 
ne fs of the fun ; and, like anotlier Endymieh» I languita 
for a more intimate acquaintance with the xaooa» The 
leder beauties of the night, the ftars, inflame me with a 
thoufand pail] on 3 ; I make my court to -the whole foil 
' of Heaved, yet I hope -commit no idolatry* In fiat, I 
am in love with the uiuvcrfe, and die hourly 4 when I con- 
template the glory of the- transcendent E&nee which is 
the root -and fource of all things. 

Thefe are pafnons not unbecoming a moflulman 2 But 
I have aifo forse emotions for bomtiful women, more 
violent than all the reft, more dangerous and fetal. Tell 
me, O pious Sylvan* how i (hall gratify ray love wkheut 
offending virtue» or jbhc gravity of a maa* 

Thefe creatures feera to be created for our perplexity, ' 

♦ fince « man can neither weU be happy with or without 
. them: They are' perfed riddles $ and to lave them or 
» hate them- tod modi is a* equal fofccifau It were a 

- queftion worthy of a phaiofopker, whether this fex, a- 
1 mong all the Decenary good offices they do «s, were not 

fent into the world as fpses and trepan % to obferve our 
* councils and a&io&s, and, by mixing f rniks wmh frowns» 
' flatteries with reproaches, fullcnnefs* with more obliging 

- favour», to keep us in a perpetual maac' a»d labyrkth, 
left the alpiring wit of men would, if loft to thcmfelves, 
attempt fomething move audacious than the poets feign 
of the fons of Titan, or the written hw records of Nim- 
xod and his companions, who built the Tow«r of Babet. 

But whether they be fpies, or ftuthfol «ffiftants» ene- 
mies or friends, I tell thee plainly, I have not been able 
to forbear lowing them exceffively ; and this is pact<of 
the dream or trance out of winch I am j*ft now awaked. 

Another fcene is that of honour. This is a phantom 
atib; amcrc vapour, a ihadow* I nexer booted «ber 
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- glory, nor cgurted popular applaufe ; yet being entrufbed 
with the £uWme Cecnets, and commanded to ferve the 
Grand Seignior in this ftatioa, I would fain acqpjk my- 
felf without 4ifgrace ; nay, like other mortals in fuph 
po&, I would willingly have the fraUes of my fovereiga, 
and the car^ffes of the happy minifters who ferve him» tf 
k (ball he my lot .ever to return to the feraglio. Nothing 
appears to me more terrible than at fuch a time. to en* 
counter with rugged, furrowed vifages, or cold and faint 
embraces of my fellow-flaves. 

This put» me upon a thoufand inquietudes, makes me 
fwear to eontradiaionsj utter lies and blafphemies which 
would turn the devil to a faint for fear ; in a word, I ftumbk 
at no vice or immorality which may promote the caufe I an 
engaged in, and aU this for the fake of a fair character at 
the Porte, whilft I am cajolttng myfelf, as well as others, 
«with a pcrfcafion that k is only on the fcore of honefty, 
andato acquk myfelf a good man. Thus I purfue a 
.rblad, a bubble, the idea of nothing, mere vanity, and an 
(empty dream ; and k. is harder for me to éTiake off this 
enchantment than that of love* 

Yet ail this while I have riot taken the French method 
to gain honour; I never was gutltf: of oppceffion and 
crueky, her bathed afyha&ds in human blood 4 no widow 
or orphan moams for what I have taken from them, not 

• did I e*er dragoon any body int6 compliance with rea- 
£óé. AU the parts I have a&ed in this nature were de- 
-fcnfive, puve efforts of felf-prefervatkHi, which thou* 
Jtnoartftis a principle natural to all men, and even to the 
^rorms-of the earth : Thefe little reptiles, -when they are 
traaSpled on, will turn again; «fid northing more do I, 
«adi m the &ukan% caufe* 

r- ' This -pats me in mind of my integrity ; for I «tuft tell 
thee wfJnmmi m wdLas my sice** Neither Arabia, 

L2 
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nor all the Eaft, have ever brought forth a man more 
true to his truft, than honeft, loyal Mabmut ; I will for 
ever boaft of this in an age fo full of treachery ; this a- 
lone will carry me fafe to paradife, in fpite of all the 
mollahs. As for the reft they are only venial fins, eauly 
dropped off on the bridge of trial ;' and, fo long as nobody 
can fay I have betrayed my matter's fecrets, I am fafe as 
an angel that is not obliged to Hand centinel at the low- 
eft poft of Heaven ; for there he is within gun-fhot of 
the devil. 

Juft as I drew my pen from that word, a fudden noifc 
in the ftreets called me to the window, where, turning 
my eyes from the earth to the moon and ftars, (for it was 
a very ferenciky) I obferved a fmall fwift cloud to glide 
along from fouth to north, much in appearance like a 
bale of fiik : It cleft the element like a fly Arab thief 
that fwims for booty on the river Tygris. Wondering 
at this, when all the firmament was clear, and not ano- 
ther cloud above the horizon, 1 foon concluded it was 
the chariot of fome airy god, a Mercury, or meflenger 
fent with fpeedy news to the high lords, commanders of 
the ar&ic regions, to bid them be upon their guard, or 
fome fuch weighty matter. Perhaps, thought I, a war is 
commenced between the fpirits ©f the poles; or it «may 
be King ^Eolus has fent a furamons to the northern 
winds, being refolved to play fome royal pneumatic 
freaks upon the fea. 

In good earneft, it made me reflect on our ignorance 
of the laws and conftitutions of the elements : It put me 
in mind of the fogs and mifts which fometimes envelop 
the globe in darknefs; on purpofe, for aught we know, 
to hinder us from feeing what is tranfa&tng at fuch fea- 
fons in the higher regions of the air. The fpirits of 
thofe ferencr tracks may then be frolicing in vifiblc forms, 
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celebrating folemn feftivals, and kindling all the meteors 
of. the upper welkin, a9 natural fire-works and illumina- 
tions, not fit for mortals to behold, left we fhould learn 
too much, and grow as wife as they. However, it made 
me very contemplative to fee a fingle folitary cloud thus 
glide along the air ; and I could have wifhed for wings 
to purfue its motions, becaufe the appearance was not 
common. 

Thou that, haft meafured the whole frame of nature, 
and taken the true dimenfions of the world, that haft pe- 
netratedlnto the fecrets of thè elements, and art always 
bulled in the moft fage and folid fcrutinies, wilt fmile at 
the vanity of common mortals, fuch as I, who, when we 
are intelligible to ourfelves, yet prefume to comprehend 
the ways of the Omnipotent, who is perfect in know- 
ledge. 

As for me, who have ftudied in the academies, and 
read Ariftotle, Avicen, Plotinus, Averroes, with other Pla- 
pmlòfophefs, I efteem myfelf Itili but at the bottom of 
Plato's cave, converting with fhadows, miftaken in every 
thing but the idea of thy fan&ity and immenfe wifdom, 
which is imprinted on my foul, as thofe which the phflo- 
fophers call firft principles, becaufe they are felf-evident. 
- I defigned to have faid more to thee, but a fudden in- 
difpofition and extreme faintnefs has taken away my fpi- 
rits; my limbs tremble, my head is giddy, my heart 
fails me ; in a word, I feem like one between a mortal 
and a ghoft. 

Pari?, 39th of the 8th Moon, of the Year 16*58. 
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.-XII. To ACHMET PADISHANI,C«f L1GIZ, Baff*. 

JL ht fumarne argues thee a favourite at the feragfio ; 
and for that rea fon I know thou art accuftomed to re- 
ceive infinite fu^miffioas and flatteries; but I muftbe as 
blunt with thee as I wai with the new mufti, when- 1 
congratulated his acceffion to the chief patriarchate. I 
told that prince of the muffulman prelates, that I had no 
encouragement to welcome him' to ; a dignity, wfcich,' 
though in itlelf facred andlntiolùbte, yet could not fé- 
cure him 1 from the perfecutióiis of popular envy, any- 
more than it did his prcdeceffbr; and the feme I munV 
fay to thee* 

Darnim Mcheinet, baffa, is ffcHen a victim tó the rage' 
of the multitude; and thou haft got mV feat on the 
bench. Mayft thou enjoy it long, and never be tnt&fed; 
<rot*òf thy honour and Kre as he was. Some years agb : 
he Forbade^ me to write any more to rtfin ; what H» ret-' 
fon was I know not, neither did I ever fhqufrei éfóW 
ever I obeyed his'injtm&ion, being intfiflerent to whom t 
fend my intelligence, provided f do the Grand aeigmdf 
any fervice j fbr to that end am I placed here. 

IUuftrious baffa, 1 fhafl now* acquaint thee with two 1 ' 
the niofl: principal points of news Sirring in Europe : 
One is the election of Leopofdus Ignatius Jofeprius, 
King òf Hungary and Bohemia, to the German empire: 
They have been can vafling this bufmefs eleven moons r 
and at laft the Àuftrian faction carried it: This was 
done on the 8th* of the 7th moon ; and he was folemnly 
crowned on the lid óf the fame. This has heightened 
the quarrel* between the' Duke of BavatiVand the Prince* 
Palatine 2 The latter was fo far tranfported with pafEon 
at the diet of Frankfort, that he threw a ftandifh of ink 
*t the Bavarian ambaffàdor/ which is re fen ted as an un- 
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pardonable affront ; and the duke is marching with an 
army to revenge it, or demand fatisflclSoft. • The "Eleo 
tor of MenU.has denied )»m a paffage through hk prin.* 
cipality, and they are. . all lik,e to ^, embroiled in a civil 
war about it; TTiis is no bad news for the muffulmans. , r 

But that which makes yet a greater noife ja the death ^ 
of Oliver, the protector of the Englifli commonwealth, 
who, whM living, was the terror of all Euro|>e. "tìn* 
fuperftitious, and fuch as regard figns, fay, ^his was pre- 
faged three moons,ago> when a great whale^ nine time*, 
as, long as a tall man, was taken in a river of EngJand, 
near the capital city, forty miles from the lea, I know 
not whether thefe kind of obfervations are worthy of ere- , 
dit \ yet h feems the annals of that nation take, notice, 
that the umifual appearance of a whale fo far within 
land has always prognosticated fome" mighty change. 
Perhaps the fate- of ffluftrious personages affecis nature 
with a more than ordinary paffion, puts the elements in*, 
to a diforder, and infpires the brutes with fympathy. 

We are aflured, that on the day of this prince's death, 
and at the very Jbour of ^hh departure, there was to vio- 
lent a tempeft of wind ? rain, hail, thunder and lightning, 
as had never been known by any man then alive in that 
natica* $ which fome" interpreted to his dishonour, as if 
he were a magician, or qt leaft a very wicked' man, ani 
that this hurrlcape was raifcd by the devils, whotranfport- 
ed his foul to hell ; whUft otlters affirmed this mixed 
{form to be only the %hs and A tears of nature, the 
mournful pafiions of the guardian fpirits of England, for 
the lofc of fo great and fortunate a hero, and that thè ve- 
ry inanimate beings condoled lys death. As for me, £ 
Jook on aH thefe things as .pure accidents, the effects of 
chance. I have an equal opinion of another circumftance, 
much obferved both by his encmie» and friends, that he 

> 4 
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died on the fame day whereon he had formerly gained 
fome notable victories ; the one defcanting on this to his 
reproach, the other drawing from it arguments of ho- 
nour. It is difficult to fay any thing of him without ap- 
pearing partial ; he had great virtues, and no lefs vices ; 
he was a valiant general, and wife flatcfman ; yet a trai- 
tor to his fovereign. As for religion, though he pro- 
fefled himfelf a zealot, yet it is thought, he was as indif- 
ferent as other princes, who for reafons of ftate, and to 
pleafe their people, make a mow of piety, but in their 
hearts adore no other god but fortune and victory. 

He was efleemed one of the greateH politicians of this 
sige, and none could match him but Mazarini ; yet I can- 
not but' fmile when I call to mind how both thefe emi- 
nent ftatefmen were cheated this year by two or three 
fugitives. 

A certain French captain, named Gentilot, that had 
ferved under the States of Holland in the wars, and on 
that account had often pafled through the fea towns in 
Flanders, obferved a weaknefs in one part of the walls of 
Oftend, by which the town might eafily be furprifed : 
At his return to Paris, he acquainted Cardinal Mazarini 
with this, and gave him fo great encouragement, that the 
cardinal refolved to try fome ftratagem, in order to gain 
that important place, without the coft and hazards of a 
formal fiege. 

To this end, he commands Gentilot to feek out fome 
perfons fit to be engaged in the plot, men of refolution, 
conduce, and fecrecy. This captain therefore knowing 
tWt or three fugitives in Paris, who were forced to fly 
out of Flanders to fave their lives, having committed 
murders and other crimes againft the Spanifh government, 
breaks the bufinefs to them, promifing mountains of gold 
if they would afiift in carrying it on. 
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They feeraed to embrace his propofals with abundance 
of readinefs,. and were introduced into the cardinal's ca- 
binet, where that minifter. being fatisfied in their charac- 
ters, and the offers they made to ferve him in this affair, 
feconded the promifes wnich Gentilot had made them, 
with many additional encouragements. In a word, they 
confulted together frequently, were late every night in 
the cardinal's lodgings, and at laft having adjufted all the 
neceffary meafures that were to be taken, the fugitives 
were difpatched away into England with letters from Ma>« 
zanni to Oliver the Englifh protector, wherein he ac- 
quainted him with the defign, requiring the affiftance of 
fbme Englifh fhips to tranfport men into the haven of 
Oftend. . 

Thefe agents went accordingly, but with a refolution 
to put a trick both on the cardinal and the protector ; 
and, by doing their country fo confiderable a fervice as 
the faving this town, to merit a repeal of the fentence 
pronounced againft them, that fo they might return home 
in peace, and enjoy their eftates and native liberty. 

Oliver received them very kindly, and embraced the 
motion with fome warmth ; but upon fecond thoughts 
tried to out-bribe Mazarini, and hire thefe perfons for 
himfelf. Oftend was too fweet a bait in his eye to let it 
fo tamely fall into the hands of the French, for want of a 
few, larger promifes, and offers of gold ; wherefore he 
plied thefe agents briikly with all the effectual oratory he 
could, to win them over to his own feparatè intereft, en- 
gaging to beftow great preferments on them in England, 
with two hundred thoufand fequins, . as foon as the bufi- 
nefs was accomplifhed. 

The three Flemings defired.no better fport than thus 
to cajole two the ableft ftatefmen in Europe. They pof- 
liefled Oliver with an entire belief of their zeal and fidelity 

* Ì 
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in his ferace, and it wai agreed on between them to hold 
M azarini in play, and that Oliver fhodld fend him an as* 
Jirer, tefufing to meddle in an intrigue which feemftd to 
-carry fo little probability of fuccefs. 

From England tfcefe agents pafled over into Zealand; 
it having been fo concluded beforfc they parted from Cai*. 
_ 4Ìinal Mazarini, that fo they might there gain more con- 
federates, and lay all the necenary trains to bring this itf- 
trigue to the defired iffue; btrtinftead of doing either the 
protector or Cardinal Mazarini this fervice, they went nn- 
mediately, and revealed the whole fecrct to the governor 
of Flanders. 

He having duly examined all circumftances* and being 
fatisfied in the truth of their relations* and in their loyalty 
to tfee King of Spain, commanded them to proceed in de- 
luding both the French and the Englifh as. long as they 
could,' with fair hopes of accompli (hing. their aims; wbilft 
betook case Jofecitre Oftend, and other part* of Flan- 
ders, from all attempts of this nature. 

In fine, the pnote&or falling off again, being frighted 
by Cardinal Mazanni's threats, who had difeovered his 
underhand dealing, thefe agents applied th^mfelves cloft 
to the French, who were now'tnade fo much more eager 
by Oliver's defign to interlope them. They fpmv out the 
intrigue leverai moor 3* brought the French, king to figs 
articles, and to pafs his word for the payment of near a 
million of gold ; cajoled his general in Flinders, and at 
one time time made him believe it was hit intere^ to lie 
ftifl for. fix weeks together, when all the. world expected 
)* would purfue bis cooquefts in that province ; at an«- 
$her^ime» canfed^him^o match with fo much precipità- 
' turn,' when the ways were impafiahle» that he was forced 
to have moft of his ^naoo, and a thouiand waggon» 
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bunged in the deep road*, with the lofsbf three thoukmi 
men, who were either drowned dr ikarved ; and all thit 
fbrfche fake ofi gamring' Gftond*; viben/after <&*hey were 
not only cheated of their» hopes ia ! -that» point* hut moft 
JhamefuHy expofed to'tije derifioé and contempt .of all 
Europe ; for Cardinal Maaàtinj repofcd a« entire confi- 
dence™ the fidelity ofchis Flerotfh agents; fothat wbafc- 
foever they propofed as' an expedient to cotnpafs the der 
fign was a law. Hence tt-wfes, that the French general 
itf Flanders received esprefe orders to> embark part of fi* 
army in certain vefieh «hat lay before Dunkirk, and» on a 
prefixed day, to fail into the haven of Oftend, there *« 
land his men, and take pofieflkm of the tow», in the name 
of his mailer; being made to believe that the gates would 
be opened to him, and that the Spaaim garrifon IfeoukL 
inarch oat *n his fight; 

AH this was carried on with lo mnch art tHoe and fublk 
management» that when he entered the fcaven with ten 
veflels, he thought himfelf fecure of the place ; yet no 
(boner landed his men, to the number of fifteen hundred, 
but they thundered upon them fuch volleys of great and 
finali (hot from the wafis, that two hundred of 1 them fefl 
immediately, as many threw down their arms, and the ci- 
tizens making a vigorous fatty, tho reft 5 were either killed 
or taken prifoners; he himfelf not e&aping that miafe*- 
time. . " ' - \ ^ 

By this the» mayeft difcerahew eafy it is for an agent* 
of any prince to cmbarraf* h» maftet's affinw, and that 
a poMic minifter can never commit a greaterw more dan- 
gerous error than in being too credulous, j - : * 

Serene baffi», let not Mahmut'i mm* ftmnd-h^Hh at 
the Porte, nor his honour He tranced by fyéc^haiittf, 
-fince his loyaky is proof agatnft afttemjftatfoifl; Wtbfe 
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the minifters of the divan know by twenty years expe- 
rience. 
• Pari», 5th of the 10th Moon, of the Year 1658. 



XIII. — To Pesteli Hali, his Brother, Mafttr of the 
Grand Seignior's Ctiftoms at Conftantinopk. 

1 have received a difpatch from our coufin Ifouf : He 
has been in a cold region, within the arciic circle, but nqpr 
is at Stockholm in Sweden. The parts he has vifited are 
the fkrthermoft tracks of our continent to the north; they 
may be called the territories of night and darknefs, for 
they have but one day in a whole year. The fun appears 
but once above their horizon, during his annual progrefs 
through the zodiac ; yet he makes them amends by the 
long continued light he affords them at that feafon ; 
for that one day is, without the miracle of Jofhua, pro- 
longed the fpace of four, five, or fix moons, according to 
the proportionate diftance of each country from the pole. 

Ifouf relates ftrange things of thofe dark countries, and 
" fuch as Teem almoft to furpafs credit, were they not con- 
firmed by many grave and learned writers : He (ays that 
- in fome parts of Norway no tree is to be feen* by reafon 
of thq violent force of the winds, which blow down all 
before them, carrying away even the roofs of houfès, and 
'featuring them at a great diftance, fo that the inhabi- 
tants are forced to dwell in dens and caves, and burn the 
bones of fifties for want of better fuel, fmce it is impoffi- 
ble for any plant to grow in thofe parts. Neither can 
.men travel fafely on horfes, or a-foot, at certain tempef- 
taous feafons, for the wind will either throw both hoife 
ajadman to the groupd, or catch them up into the air. 

But when be dejfcribe? the horrible coldacf* of theft 
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regions» the very idea of it is enough to make one quake» 
He fays cold is an a&ive. quality, and reigns under the 
north pole as in its proper kingdom or centre, from whence 
it darts its freezing rays through the earth : Yet others 
are of opinion, that'cold is only a privation of heat, a bare 
paffive difpofition of the elements, and therefore more fen- 
fibly felt in thofe climates that are fartheft from the warm 
influence of the fun, whofe beams give life and vigour to 
all things. Be it how it will, its effects are very remark- 
able in thefe northern regions- 

All the rivers, lakes, and feas there, are frozen up dur- 
ing the winter ; men, horfes, waggons, coaches, and e- 
ven whole armies, pafs as commonly over the ice, as be- 
fore mips failed there, or as we travel over the firm land ; 
and laft winter the Baltic fea was the road of ice over 
which the King of Sweden marched with his army of 
horfe and foot into Zealand, to profecute the war, in thpfe 
parts. They alfo raife Jlrong forts of fnow, able to fuf- 
tain the battery of bullets and engines of war with all 
the violence of the fierceft aflaults. They build caravan- 
feras on the frozen feas and lakes for the convenience of 
travellers, and fet up branches of fir or juniper, as marks 
to diftinguifh the holes and fiffures of the ice from that 
which is folid and fecure, for there are highways on thofe 
congealed waters; and officers appointed to furvey.them* 
and take all neceflary orders for the fecurity of travellers; 
and fo me times they fight pitched battles on the frozen 
element. 

Our kinfman alfo has made curious remarks on- the tri- 
umphal obellfks, and funeral monuments of ancient herpes 
among the Goths and Swedes; /or thofe nations boari of 
giants and famous warriors. Thefe monuments, though 
of fione, and exquifitely ihaped, yet were never cut by 
the hand of.man^ but are fo many fplinters of {ocJk* % aid 
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mountains, tern fxtrni the main body by the vaolenèe jof 
earthquakes, thunder», or the liker motions of nature ; and, 
falling down in the forms of pyitamiaV and «then artìfi^ 
cial figures, were of oid f et op by thejgra&cs of giants- and: 
other renowned persons; baling aHb Tti&adptions art iiiem, 
fignifying the particular hero who thereiHes buried: Siieb 
msthefe: •. -, V- « .» »,*■:.•■ J 

I UFFO, fighting in defence of my country^ with my own hand killed 
thirty-two giants; agd at laft being kjÀUtf hy the giaat 9joìw^ 
my body lies here. 

And,; • ' .''■.*''"•/ >! '' 4 " : " tó 

I INGOLVAS, that fubdued all oppreffors, and defended the poof 
and weak, now grown old, poor, and weak myfelf, yet having 
my fword girt to my thigh, ani forced to yield to death, who 
conquers sffl filings, *and to %a down iato ètfsfepnkht*, VBic* 
I prepawd for «ykft- retreat; 

It feems there are infinite numbers of thefe tombs aB 
oyer the deferta, mountains, and valleys of the North, 
whkh ie an argument that however contemptible thefe 
people may feem to the true believers, yet they bave not 
been wanting in valiant men and heroes. Doubtlefs God. 
ÌMS difpenfed his Tirine» and graces to men of aU nations; 
he k not partial in his gifts ; we ought to pratfe him in 
the begimring and end of all our actions * and if we eon* 
template his honour in the middle of our aiairs, we ihsM 
not do amifs, fince, as he is the firft and the laft of the 
univerfe, fo he is the centre of every thing. 

I had not thefe relations only from lfbuf, bat out of 
the hiftorians themferves, mh» write of thefe countries ^ - 
yet our kinfmau informs me of fomevthings which aie 
omkted by thoft authors. Every traveller is fingukr m 
ye ofcfcrvatioas ; for aU me» have not the fame genius ; 
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and thy journal of the Eaft abounds with remarks which 
are not common in other writers. 

Brother, if I may admfe dice, it (hall be to do nothing 
by imitation, hut purine the dilates of thy own £enfe, 
and the peculiar bent of thy fond ; for whatever: is forced 
and affected is aaufeous. ' 

Paris, i6th of the nth Moon, of the Year 1658. 



'«XIV.-— To Zeidi Alamanzi, à Merchant in Penice. 

1 he kaimachatn has informed me that thou art appoints 
ed to fucceed Adonai the Jew in Italy : He has alfo ac- 
quainted me with other matters relating to thy charge, 
I am glad they have found out a muffulman capable of 
that important truft f4 and that we (hall not always ftand 
in heed of Jews to ferve the Grand Seignior,, emperor of 
the faithful. Though fome of that nation arc very honeft 
and loyal,, yet it is better to be without them, » 

Thou and I are ftrangcra to each other; but it is ne* 
ceffary for us to b& fpeedily acquainted, and hold a mu- 
tual intimacy by letters, that .'fo we mày; ferve our great 
mailer without interfering or ckflimg in our intelligence.. 
I have been, here thefe twenty fears, and made no falfir 
fteps in my fovereign's buibefs, whatever Z have done mi 
my own ; yet iiavV encountered a thoufaud difficuWefcand 
perils, fuffered imprifonment many moons in Paris for my 
fidelity, whilft my enemies at Conftantinople perfecuted 
me as a traitor and an inndeU , - *.' 

Itk impcfffibte ta avoid thefe crones in^thr eourfe of 
humaii life ; they axe nwHiró- as # *he^ind or the rain : 
All that we car^do «> byapcudentraod dexterous manage- 
ment of contingencies, fed wind ourfelves out of trouble 
as well as we ca^j ; and afeflve ^ rather to, be our own 
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executioner^ than betray the leaft fecret committed to 

us. 

I queftton not but thou ha# had the fame inftru&ionr 
given thee by the miniftcrs of the happy Porte : What 
I fay, is only to confirm, thee in thy fidelity and care. 
Write to me with the fame franknefs, and let nothing 
make thee referved to thy fellow-flave. We are both fol- 
lowers of the prophet ; we worfhip one God after the 
fame manner, and equally reverence the Alcoran ; we ferve 
one matter, and though in different ftations, yet let our 
affections and interefls be united a.s friends ; let no little 
narrow paflions or emulations corrupt our integrity, nor 
teach us to unman ourfelves.. 

I know not thy original, whether thou art of Maho- 
metan or Chriftian parents. It would be very obliging 
to fend me a (hort hiftory of thy life, and how thou learn- 
cdft the Italian tongue j for without that, I judge they 
would not have fent thee into that country. 

As for me, I am an Arabian by birth* brought up in 
the deraglio, from thence fent to fea, there taken captive 
by the Chriitians, fold in Sicily, where I underwent a te- 
dious fervitude, yet at^ length gained my freedom ; and 
having pahed through various fortunes, at lad was fent 
hither, to obferve the fecret counfels of the Chriftians, 
especially of this court. 

I now .grow old, having feen near fifty years ; yet, 
though the ftrength of my body fails, I feel not the leaft 
decay in my zeal for the muffulman faith, or my mailer's 
fervice. 1 am ftill Mahmut the loyal flave of the Porte, 
and thy friend; fo long as thou art fo thyfelf 

£aris, 30th of the ift Moon, of the Year 1659. 
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• XV.— To the Kaimacham. 

It rejoices me to hear that Adonai's place is fuppliedby 
by' a mufTulman, in whom the fublime Porte may put 
more confidence than in any of the Jewifh race : It will 
be encouragement to the true faithful, and a precedent of 
good import 5 for no nation loves to fee their prince be- 
ftow offices of trull on ftrangers, when jjis own people 
are as capable of •employment as they ; it is generally ta- 
ken as an affront, and contempt of their abilities or their 
virtue, and has often produced ill confequences. 

I deny not but there are many honeft and wife me* 
among the Hebrews, perfons of merit and honour, from 
whom the fultan receives no fmall fervices, but this ought 
not to diminifti the reputation of thofe who are of the 
fame faith with their fovereign. Doubtlefs Arabia and 
Turkey are not barren of good foldiers, prudent ftatef- 
men, and dexterous minifters. 

" I know not 'the character of Zeidi Alamanzi, whether 
he be a natural born Turk, a tributary fon of a Chriftian, 
or a voluntary renegado ; however, the choice that "is 
made t of him convinces me that the unerring divan- 
efteem him a man fit for the bufmefs committed to his 
charge. 

H!e ought to be perfectly /killed in Italian, or at leaft 
in fome other language of the Nazarenes, that fo he may 
pafs the better unfufpe&ed among the people where he 
reticles, who are more jealous of ftrangers than any other 
nation in Europe. It is a crime thought worthy of im- 
prifonment for a Venetian to converfe with, a foreigner too 
frequently, and in private ; for they are afraid left by that 
means a dangerous correfpondence mould be eftablifhed 
betwixt fome ill affe&ed fubjecis of that commonwealth 



and its enemies t wbcnefey the? few&mj be brayed, > 
and mcafures tafcen to mìa tfeem. . - . ; , , 

For this reafon alfo they, hay* forbid Mb han*. ■<* pe~ £ 
r*kjea, to be wot* fey arty «p thtve awmw*** kft . thjt 
might ferve a» i difguèfc for viSais* ap4 tfl*ite»f5tf- A }re* bo* -. 
thing- is mote commoii&i France* ai^ of^^untrir* off 
Europe, than for men to wear oli their beads arwHaeot*- 
of women* hats* inftead of their own.< 

As to religion, - 1 before they wtR not- much tremble 
him, being no zealots themfelves ; and: provided be docs • 
bat profefs himfelf a Christian and Gathofcc, they will, 
make no farther inquifitkm, . . 

The Italians in general -are much Hke the ancient Ro- 
mans in their humour ; men of gravc/afpect and carriage, 
and much more compofed ht both than the French, who 
appear ndJculoas through thelovity of their duCjQttncaiiw 
acuont* ■ ' The former abonxid in ?fagc precepts ox tnoraito i 
ty» aad politic aphorifms, -which ferve as a rule thereby ; 
to fqoare the cxnzrfc of their lives; the latter only affici 
Ibme ftafhy improve men*» of wit and cemverfatiotì, ftwdy- 
ing rather how to pkaFe women than men ^ coveting- to . 
lie perfecYm external accompEfhraeuts, and the gvasjea of. 
the body, whffi they flight the min» valoaUeoadownest» 
of the mind. ' In a word, the* are mens, apca and manie». 
On the contrary, the- Italians, are men^of an* awftil aiod; 
majeftic behaviour, folid judgment, and deep reach* If* 
yon fee them fìo2e, yon mali feMom orntfen hear them 
laugh ; ..whereas - the motion of a leather to& fet the 
Fteench atbrayingJike affes. Thofe , wiH còntracYa warn 
friendrmp whh ,any man at firft interview, heighten it. 
with avtteuiand'complimiDftts^ mafce him their coofeffor,^ 
and uubofom all their fectets^ yet . a fecoad encoaater* 
(hall extinguiih thk palfion, and a third mall revive it a*~ 
gain ; whereas thofe are cautious and fiottio* the choice' 
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of their friends, and what once* the© knot,!* dfcforred, it » 
is nerer to be fattened there again ; they ire ittectoacik-* 
abfeifr their hatred a«é tcrenge. ; 

Bàt there «re ntew to be e*c*pted h bMh'isròònt, wis»" 
fall «oVtntder thefc gefteval character*. '• Firmer afford* • 
many wife and learned peffoiw, aftd Italy net» ftwfool* 
and iétaK Virtues and vtec* ate ftrangdy m&ed 1a 
all people. War, commerce, awo* travel, wkfc other hu* 
man' 'occurrences, alter men» natural difpofitions, and give 
the lie to'the cascìfeft obfervatkms that cart be node : 
Befideey time changes 1 all things; and the ijnaKtips whirfr 
this age remarks in the Italians» may it* the nesrtbetranf* 
f erred to the French ; for there is no conftancy in any 
thing under the moon. 

Zcxdi'wSft find great examples- of ftagalky anosg the 
VeoetMms* in^the nece&ry exfKBcw of thetf perlonaaod . 
famiMtr; yet 'ataftò*a«ce of Ina^ai&eeiice h> whatever te^ 
late* to the public* «which therfufcp&s of that common* 
wealth ferve with open purfes and free hearts. 

Indeed they are not fo remarkable lor their temper* * 
aage atforae other parts of Italy : Uherdnilfliandmihip* 
tooufnefs reiga uacontrouled in Venice r women and; 
wine a» there «Imoft as common as the elements ; yet it * 
is observed, that {tangere generally debauch more with 
both thai* the amtrm. Gad prefeW Zcidi iroin their 
temptations. . -» . 

If it be hi» fortune or duty to.ytfit Padua, he ought 
not to make too long an abode in that neft of phUoio* 
phers and phyfkiaai, left they firft aiiateinife kis foul,' 
and d&pver the fecrets of his commiffioa, and then tura* 
hjabody to a fkektoaj as they, once ferrei V Moor, 
whom th&y difleBed alive, to make experiment* per* 
haps, whether .<* Mahometan's blood eirbuhtted fib e fame 
' way as aChaiftiao'si ■> :.„.. 
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Thofo Italian phyficians are very cruel, and think it no 
fin to try poifons, and other fatal tricks on the poor, that 
fo they may be the better able to keep the rich on the 
rack at their pleafure, and make their market of them. 

I know not Zeidi't appointed ft at ion, or what cities 
ke is to fee ; but wherever he go£s, it will be neccffary 
for him to ufe abundance of caution, for the Italians 
are the clofeft, flyeft, and mod judicious people -in the 
world. „ 

. But I forget that he is cbofen by the divan for this 
employment, to whom the characters of all nations are 
known, and who penetrate into the moil interior recefles 
of mens fpirits. 

Therefore 1 lay my hand upon my mouth in profound 
fubmiflion, and acquiefce to my fuperiors ; dill praying, 
that the Gran4 Seignior may have faithful and wife mi- 
aifters at home, and no nonces for his agents abroad* 
* Paris, 3d of the *d Moon, of the Year 1659. 



XVI. — 7* William Vospel, a Resiufe of Auflruu 

JL here is a ftreet in Paris, which tfieycall the Street of 
Hell* The reafon of this name is faid to be, becaufe at 
one end of it there formerly Hood an old houfe pofTeffed 
by devils, who were fo troublefome, that, as the records 
of Paris affirm, an edi& of parliament was palled to re- 
move all the inhabitants out of their houfes in that ftreet, 
and fhut up the entrance with a wall ; fince which, thefe 
demons were, expelled by the Carthufians, who built a 
monaftery in the place. If this dory be true, it redounds . 
much to the reputation of that order, and of all your 
monaftics in general, who by your exorcifms are able to 
fubdue the infernal fpirits. But I have heard fo many 
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filly tales of houfes being haunted by ghofls and hobgob- 
lins, that I know not how to give credit to this. 

Befides, when I confider the nature of incorporeal be- 
ings, it feems ridiculous to think that they can take ^de- 
light to play the antics, to frighten poor mortals, or confine 
themfelves to an old ruined caftle (for fuch was this houfe)* 
for the fake of a, little fport, when, according to the an- 
cient philofophets, every incgrporeat being is far more 
excellent than the moft perfect body, and can be every 
where j neither are they at any time locally prefent-m 
bodies, but only by propeofion or habit are inclined t* 
them; and this they mean of living, bodies. What 
charms then can there be in ' an old rotten fabric of 
ftone and wood, to allure and detain immaterial fub- 
fiances ? 

Certainly the nature of thefe feparate effences is very 
remote from all compounded beings. I have been often 
at a lofs, in contemplating the foul of man^ Sometimes 
•it feems no otherwife diftinguifhed from the fouls of 
brutes, than by -being united to a body of different or- 
gans, which, caufes us to fhow more evident tokens of 
reafon than they, in the faculty of difcourfe, and in our 
actions- Yet when I confider more attentively the, ope*, 
rations of our mind and intellect, I cannot but conclude 
there is a vaft diftinction between our fouls and- thofe of 
the beafts. I have with pleafure obferved thè excellency 
of human intellect in madmen and dreamers, who being 
come to themfelves, (as we ufually fay) relate many, 
things, of which they were before ignorant, and compre- 
hend things furpaffing. their former imaginations. > 

It appears therefore-more rational to me, that the foul . 
is every where and nowhere, as the ancients fay, than that 
it is (hut up and imprifoned in the body, as a wild beali 
in his den, or liquor in a glafs. However, by an ineffiu 
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Me pradu&ìon of itftà% it is prefect la everybpait of she 
body, a* the Hgbt o£ the finn k diflufed through the «ir, 
.aad can aa>foòn withdraw itfclf, as that light, when in- 
terrupted by a cloud. In a word, I conceive die tbal 
tabe a veary free agent» and that k iaJrereana' &ere aad 
. eferr-wfeam It united kfelf to th* body by it* own 
choke, and ca* retire again aro» tt at pleasure. 

One cle&ly parfued àéfc of ootìtempladon, wEl at any 
ttrae carry «bee or me t$ the iaviibfo, whenever we ga 
reWwteiy atout it- 

Parili ifk <tf the 44h Mie», «Ftht Year **$#. 



XVIL—T* tbcVciuraùJe la** him, Caiklssqoe* *f 

Romelt. 

1 «vu^ias aot a year escaped finge mjr armai at Pam, 
wherein I did not fend to the rainifters of the *ever happy 
and«xiked Foste co&ftant iat/àligeace of battle*, fiegà, 
ftoroùng of <tqw#&, aad fuch other occurrences of war, 

?as -hafj^jctied between the kingdoms óf France aad Spain ; 
but'aow I believe my fatare difpatches maft contain o- 
thar mattai, fat- in, all appearance this war, which bat 
lafted fbur-and-twenty years, is h> a jfair way to be ended. 
The King «*f Spain .grow* wfeary of h» coatjnuai loffe» 
in Italy* Fla&dei** and Catalonia ; and he pf Franca &ob* 
glutted with perpetual vi$on$a and con^vefta. In a 

JwoKdy^bjdfe two, patent monarch laying afide their quar- 
rels, are-,ri»aktag dih'g<t4&t< preparations this year, ibr a 

f campaign- of friendAip-anidioy^ 

The$ #re &*fr in firm* yet . eatapiit »no a&« of hoftiK- 
Xy$ whilft Cfu^al?Mft*arini; «n the part of this crcwa, 
aad Poa .£*»»& d' jHaro At Gufcnao, fifft «uninW of 
Spain, are gone lo meet each other on the frantic» «f ' 
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both kingdoms, as pltaipcteatiWes for their rtfpe&j*e 
mailers» to- concert the meafures of a lafting peace, mid 
treat of a marriage .between the King t>f France and the 
infaata of. Spain. , 

All Enropc is amazed at this fàrprifing change ; and 
the Ft ench aad Spaniards» who border on each other, «an 
hardly believe. their own &nfes, whilft they find a mutual 
commerce re&ored between their frontier towns and vil- 
lages» which had been interrupted ever &tce the year 
1635, about fixtéen noons before I came to thircky* 

But though they ape thus dtfpofcd to peace here «n the 
Weft» the Northern monarch* are pufhing the war fot* 
ward in Sweden, Denmark» and Poland, with all imagin- 
able vigour and animofity. The coming over of the E- 
le&or of Brandenburgh to the Darafh intereft has made 
a great alteration in their affaire ; for, whereas fortune 
deemed before in all things to favour the Swede», now 
.they lefe ground, and find their attempts taifucceftfuL 
. Four thousand of their men fiali before the' walls >of Co- 
, penhagen, in three nights and two days, which caufòd 
, King Gttftayus to raife the fiegc ; whilft the Duke of 
JtoadenbiÉrgh retook Fredericks-Ode, and thereby reftor- 
-ed to the, King *f ' Denmark 'the provinces *f Holfteia, 
"Jutland, and DitTrMtrfen. • • 

The Hollanders alfo have had a pombat with «the 
Swedes cat lea, and iunk fotwteti of then? bed kips, be- 
6dts whs* they bunft and took. , 

Thefc events have iHrred up fctefeai princes to mediate 
a peace; and'fe is-iH*fc*p*abaUe hut in a tittle tane wc 
«nay foe all the Christian» gédd friends ; and then it w3 
ht time for-the muffdmanfr to he «(pun their guard. 

As for Mahmut, he 'will not fail to pry into the cotm- 
♦feb of thefe iafidefe, aaA'&iid timely notte** to the Forte, 
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leaving the reft to the wifdom of his fuperiors, and the 
pleafure of deftiny. 

Paris» 19th of the 6th Moon, of the Tear 1659. 



XVIII. — To Musu Abu'l Yahyan, Alfaqui, Profef- 
for of Theology at Fez. 

JL « e character which the great and illuftrious Abdel 
Melee Muli Omar, prefident of presidents, grace and or- 
nament of ancient learning, oracle of Africa, and reflorer 
«f obsolete truth, has given me of thy profound wifdom 
and fcience, fills me with reverence and facred love. I 
am raviflied with wonder and joy to hear, that in this age, 
wherein the muflulman theology has fuffered fo many in- 
novations, there yet furviveS a man who dares, and is 
able to a (Ten againft all oppofers, not only the primitive 
and original truth, brought down from heaven by the 
hand of Gabriel, but alfo the real and indubitable Tar- 
ings, fermo ns, counfels, and actions of the prophet, whilil 
he was on earth conVei fing with mortals, before his trans- 
migration to the gardens of eternal repofe and felkude. 
Thou art the Enoch, the Hermes Trifmegiftus of the 
age.. 

I have feen many copies 0/ the Zunè, or the Book of 
Do&rines, each, pretending to< comprile the whjrie fyftem 
of that divine philofophy and wifdom which dropped jirom 
the lips of our incomparable and moil holy lawgiver, and 
were attefted by his wife, the holy Ageftia, mother of 
the faithful, and by his ten difciples : Yet all thefe va- 
rious tranferipts differ both in • their fenfc and manner of 
expreffions. 

I haye ptrufed the books intitled Dahif, or Imperfect, 
whtcìi contain the memoirs of his other wives, and the 
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manufcripts called maucof, or fragments, being only a 
cóHe&ion of Come fele& fentences, aphorifms and para- 
bles of the fent of God. But thefe have no other au- 
thority to back them, fave the credit of fome learned 
fcribes, who wjure not familiar with the ,divine favourite, 
only living in his time, and taking things on report. 

In fine, I have met with feveral parchments of Za- 
quini, or pretended traditions of Abu Becre,.Omar, and 
Otl\man ; but thefe I cfteem as fpurious,- corrupted, and 
hiU of errors. . 

Wbat mail I fay I The zeal of Omar Eben Abdi'il- 
Aziz, the ninth caliph of the tribe of Merwan, is not 
unijjpwn to me ; I am no ftranger to his fingular piety, 
not to be matched among crowned heads ; for of him it 
is recorded, that as he defcended from the throne at the 
time of his inauguration, he gave the robe from his back 
as an alms to a poor man j and, that during his whole 
reign, he fpent but two piafters a day on himfeif : And 
£0 great was his refig nation to deftiay (an admirable vir- 
tue in a fovereign emperor) that when he was on his bed 
in h» laft. ficknefs, and was counfelled to take phytic, 
jhe anfwered, «« No ; if I ,were fure to heal myfelf only 
by. reaching my finger to my eàr^ I would not ; for the 
place to which I am going is full of health and blifs." 

This caliph was a miracle of humility, and his charity 
always kept him poor: Moflema Eben Abd'il Melee 
relates, tftat going to vifit Omar on his deathbed, he 
found him lying- on a couch of palm leaves, with three 
or four flcins inftead of a pillow, his garments on, and a 
foul flint underneath. Seeing this, Moderna was grieved, 
and turning to his lifter Phatiema, the emprefs, he faid, 
" How oomet it to pafs that the great lord, commander 
.of\tbc fa^hful^appcar» in fo fqualid a condition ?"—She 
jFrgUed) M A»t^u Uveft^he ha» given away all that he 
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had, even to the very bed that was under him, to the 
poor» and only referved what them fecft, to cover hit 
ftakednefe." Then Materna could not t etnia; but borit 
forth into tears, frying, « God fliow thee mercy upon 
mercy, thou royal faint ; for thou -haft pierced' oar heart* 
with the fear of his divine majefty**' Th» caHpfc was 
numbered among die faints. 

He it was, that perceiving the contradkboos and dif« 
putts of the muiTirimans, the darknefs and coniatimi in, 
the various copies of the Zunè, or book of doctrine, a& 
fembled a general divan of mollane and learned men at 
Damafcus, from all parts of the empire ; commanding 
that all the manufcripts of the Zunè, which weve extant, 
mould be brought into this afiembly, on pai» of death to 
him that mould detain one. This being <k>ne, he com» 
manded fix of them to be cho&n out of the whole nmiv- 
ber by vote, men eminent for learning and piety, and 
that thefe fix mould feverally colteci out of all the mul- 
titude of copies, each man a book, containing what he 
thought to be the moft genuine difcourfes of the prophet, 
concerning this world and that which cs to come. When 
. this was executed according to his will, he- commanded 
aH the old books to be burnt in % field near Dtamafcus. 

Yet after aH the religious care of th» holy caliph to 
rettore thefe writings to their primitive integrity, the 
muflulmansfoon fell into new contentions about ihcfeofe 
and interpretation of thefe correc> copies «of *the>&<iiiè* 
from whence fprang the four cardirfaf 'ffecft/im *wlilc*i>ffl 
the innumerable, kfler, and latter divifions amoftg true 
believers are founded. ' •' 

I cannot therefore bat inwardly rejoice, and from my 
heart highly applaud the method taken by tholè of your 
renowned college, to difcern the true dò&rine* and 'fay- 
ingB of the kòiy prophet, from thofc wnicb are ftjjppcfr. 
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tittous, by comparing all the books that are extant toge- 
ther, and reducing matters of divine revelation to the a* 
nalogy of the Alcoran ; thofe ' of philofophy and moral 
regards to the flandard of experience and reafon ; for it 
is impious to believe, that the divine apofUe would im- 
pofe any thing on our faith, repugnant to the fenfe of 
men, or the exprefs will of Heaven. By the foul of Py- 
thagoras, Mahomet faid nothing but what was rational 
and evident to any unprejudifed mind : But the greatest 
part of thefe feétàries are befotted ; they form tò them* 
feives falfe notions of God and his-prophet, and think to 
merit paradife by their ftupidity. 

Reverend alfaqui, I have much more to fay to thee, 
and many queftions.to aflc ; but time and the Grand Sig«* 
nior's fcrvice force me to conclude abruptly, wishing thee 
perfection of bKfs. 

Pari», 29th of the 6th Moon, of tlic year 1659. 
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